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A Little List
(And Some Interesting NUIYlbers
If you danced every dance in our 40-week
1989-1990 Wednesday night English Country
Dance series, you would have danced 545 times.
Of those times, 234 would have been different
dances (the other 311 being repeats of one or
another of the different 234).
Of the different 234 dances, 90 appeared on the
program only once during the season, which
probably reflects both the amount of new mate
rial introduced as well as the large size of our
repertoire.
Of the statistical top ten repeats, two dances
appeared on the program eight times, and eight
dances appeared seven times. Go ahead: guess.
The envelope, please:
Eight times each: Beggar Boy and Smithy Hill.
Seven times each: Fandango, From Aberdeen,
Hudson Barn, Miss De Jersey's Memorial, Old
Mill, Round About Our Coal Fire, Siege ofLim
erick, Sun Assembly.
Several of these dances were published only
three years ago, but others are centuries old.
How many of last season's top ten do you
know? How many of last season's top ten do
you know well enough to guide a new dancer
through with at least a modicum of grace?
If the answer to either of these questions is
"fewer than ten, don't despair, for here are two
pieces of good news: (1) you're in good (numer
ous and friendly) company and (2) you'll
undoubtedly get to do these and many other
II

great dances during the 1990-1991 English
Country Dance season on Wednesday nights.
See you in September.
Chris Walker

In this 75th anniversary year of CDS, Boston
Centre, a number of quiet research projects have
uncovered valuable information about the for
mative years of the Society and some of the
activity that led to its inception. Rhett Krause
has been investigating the history of morris
dancing in America up to 1912, while James
Polk, Jim Brickwedde, and Ed Wilfert have
been following the 1913-1914 trail of Claud
Wright in New England. Doubtless others are
also researching the period--we'd like to hear
from them.
Research on the English revivers of morris,
sword, and country dancing on these shores
early in the century reveals the local first
movers, some of whom have practically been
lost to the Society. Mrs. Storrow's friend and
colleague in the dance moven1ent, Emma
Wright Gibbs (first president of the Boston
Branch of the English Folk Dance Society
(EFDS), that is to say, the Boston Centre) was
active in consolidating the teachings of Claud
Wright and Cecil Sharp; and George Pierce
Baker, the professor of Dramatics at Harvard
(and, later, Yale) was the one who brought
Claud Wright to New England and founded,
together with Mrs. Storrow, the American (or,
New York) branch of the EFDS.
Claud Wright was one of Cecil Sharp's morris
dancers, a beautiful dancer and an inspiring
, teacher (to judge from contemporary photo
graphs and accounts) who taught in 1913 at the
summer homes of Professor Baker (by Mt.
Chocorua, N.H.) and Mrs. Storrow (in Lincoln,
Mass.) and in 1914 both there and at the Mac
Dowell Memorial Festival in Peterborough,
N.H. and at the Sidney Lanier Camp in Eliot,
Maine. The Peterborough production, according
to the local newspapers, involved a suite of 14
English dances accompanying a "Puritan Play"
by one of Professor Baker's students--very
much the model for Cecil Sharp's visit within
the year. (Mr. Sharp's first American EFDS
Summer School was held just a mile down-river
from Lanier Camp in 1915.)
At the Lanier Camp, Mr. Wright left a dance
tradition especially suitable for teenage boys,
who continued with their morris and sword
dancing there for the next 25 years under the
guidance of Emn1a Gibbs, Kenneth Wheeler,
Louise Chapin, and Evelyn Wells.
Boston Centre already has a new account of the
dancing at Lanier Camp, together with back
ground material from the 1915 EFDS program.
New accounts of the 1914 events in
Peterborough will soon be added. If you have
further information, please contact us through
the CDS, Boston Centre office.
Ed Wilfert

The President's Corner

The last two Board meetings have been espe
cially exciting and provocative. We've been try
ing to clarify priorities for the coming year and
beyond, and the discussions have led to healthy
dissension, passionate debate, and just possibly
an inkling of consensus.
It all began when the Board prepared to review
the plans for this fall's programming. The
American Committee sailed through the proce
dure. Their success during out 75th Anniversary
season with both increased attendance and
financial stability received accolades from the
Board. The plans they presented for New
England dancing this year followed that prece
dent.

On the English side, several issues emerged,
however, that launched the Board into deep
thought. r d like to share one of them with you
as a way to keep the CDS membership in touch
with how the Board is working and thinking.

ble for expenditures, such details as the hiring of
callers and musicians should be handled directly
by the Board. Others thought that the Board's
role is to help determine broad policy that its
committees would be left relatively free to
expand into events and activities.
As usual, compromise and middle paths finally
began to make sense of the issues. The Board
voted, first, to affirm the right of standing com
mittees to create subcommittees. So the English
Committee's delegating some responsibility for
running the First Friday dance or the Playford
Ball, for example, is fine. But the Board also
voted to create a new Ritual Committee (that
reports to the Board directly instead of going
through the English Committee). While not lay
ing to rest forever the question of whether this is
a better way to control budgets or approve
artistic goals, it is clearly a better way to empha
size the importance of ritual dancing to the CDS
community.
Now the Board can tum back to our original
task: helping to establish goals and long-range
plans for the future.
G
ordon Talley

The ritual series for the past two or three years
has seen a decline in attendance. While dancers
have enjoyed the sessions--some avidly--fewer
and fewer have taken part. Deb Small, the
English Committee's ritual coordinator, identi
fied several reasons for the decrease in numbers,
chief among them the current strength of local
ritual teams, which make some CDS programs
unnecessary, and the difficulty many of us have
these days in making a commitment to a six or
eight-week evening class.
Deb came to the Board to plead the case for
rethinking the way in which the ritual series has
been run in the past. She specifically asked the
Board to address the question of whether to
authorize a subcommittee of the English Com
mittee or create a new standing committee to
handle the ritual program.
Discussion of this seemingly straightforward
question brought much difference of opinion
among the Board members to the surface:
shouldn't major programming be confirmed
through direct Board review? But shouldn't
committees have the right to create subcommit
tees to get the work done?
Several Board members were concerned that
those who administer specific programs should
meet with the Board to justify their plans. Oth
ers thought that the Board maintained sufficient
control by its power to approve budgets. Some
felt that, since the Board is ultimately responsi

This year's Wednesday night English Country
Dance series begins on September 12 at S1.
John's United Methodist Church at 80 Mount
Auburn Street in Watertown. Series musicians
will include "Bare Necessities" (Peter Barnes,
Earl Gaddis, Mary Lea, and Jacqueline
Schwab), Karen Axelrod, and Pat MacPherson
with teachers Helene Cornelius, Barbara Finney,
George Fogg, Rich Jackson, Robin Rogers
Browne, Brad Sayler, Jacqueline Schwab, and
Chris Walker. The dances will begin at 8:00
p.m. and run until 11:00 p.m.
English Country Dances on first Fridays will
again be held at the Church of Our Savior (at the
corner of Carlton and Monmouth Streets in
Brookline) beginning on October 5. This year,
because of changes in the Church's schedule,
the dances will begin at 8:30 p.m. and run until
11:00 p.m.
Both the Wednesday and first Friday dances
were underattended last year. If you didn't go,
try it out this year. You'll be glad you did.
Promise.

Fifth-Saturday Specials
CDS will be sponsoring a Fifth-Saturday Contra
Dance series for experienced dancers at the
Concord Scout House, 26 \Valden Street, Con
cord, MA. The first dance of the season will be
on Septelllber 29, with Lisa Greenleaf calling to
live music by, well, COllle and hear for yourself.

Farewell to Plyn10uth
It's a1n10st nlidnight on Labor Day, a WaInl,
sweet night at Pinewoods, with a clear sky and a
full moon. The last dance of the weekend is long
over, and the dancers have dispersed from C#,
their voices drifting away through the trees, the
firefly flickers of their flashlights fading as they
go.
My daughter and I are packed and ready to go:
we sit on the steps of the CDSS office building,
waiting for my husband to arrive to drive us
hon1e to Boston. We are talking with a 11lan
whon1 we've met for the first time this weekend,
and he is telling us how much dancing nleans to
hin1 and to his wife, a quiet little wonlan whonl
it turns out he met at a dance long ago. We've
all said over and over "What a great weekend
been! though were you to challenge us to
define what made it so, I suspect we would all
flounder through the "great music," "great
dances," "nice people" answers that soon begin
to sound flat and insincere.
If

In the canlphouse below us, a piano and fiddle
blend their voices in a slow air, the nlusic rising
to our ears as sweet as the warm night air that
carries it. Out beyond the camphouse, the dock
is drenched in 1110onlight. We walked down a
few minutes ago to have a last look at Long
Pond, at the stars and the moon, at the dock
itself, before we go. Soon our driver will arrive,
we 'llioad our bags, call goodbyes to others also
leaving, and make the long ride back to Boston
and the real world.
But this exact moment--the sweet sadness of the
music, the friendly talking in the dark, the sense
of something precious and wonderful slowly
ending, yet with a promise of returning as the
seasons return each year--this moment is so
clear, so lovely, that it impresses me even as it is
happening that I will be able to hold it in my
mind forever, to be retrieved and retasted when
ever I want it. It seems to be the essence of
Pinewoods.
Don't miss it. Come yourself, carry away your
own moment preserved in mental amber. Pine
woods is special.
Mary Stafford

Con1e Early (and Often)
to Contras and Squares
in Watertown
Starting Tuesday evening, September 11, the
1990-1991 season of CDS Contras and Squares
now begins at 7:30 p.m. and continues until
10:30 p.lll., with a short intermission for conver
sation and refreshments. This is our third year at
St. John's United Methodist Church at 80
Mount Auburn Street, just three short blocks
northeast of Watertown Square. Many dancers
have appreciated the convenient location and the
cheerful and comfortable dance hall, which has
a good wooden floor and reasonable acoustics.
The Tuesday night series again features three
popular callers and a number of talented n1usi
cians familiar to Boston-area dancers. On the
first Tuesday of each month, Tony Saletan leads
the show, assisted by musicians Andy Woolf,
Jack O'Connor, and Peter Barnes. On second
Tuesdays, Ted Sannella is backed by Carol Bit
tenson, Vince O'Donnell, and Cal Howard.
Third Tuesdays are run by Tony Parkes with
Mary Lea, Sarn Bartlett, and Peter Barnes.
Fourth and fifth Tuesdays are reserved for spe
cial programs and guest callers.
Watertown Square is at the intersection of State
Route 16 and U.S. Route 20, and a mile north of
the Mass. Pike's Newton Corner exit. St. John's
Church has a modest parking lot, but is only a
block away from a large city lot. It is right by a
stop on the T bus line (71), which runs from
Harvard Square to Watertown Square in 15 min
utes. Bus line 70 from Central Square to Wal
tham stops in Watertown Square as well, and
bus line 57 from Kenmore Square nlakes its last
stop just across the bridge from the Square. All
three buses run until late in the evening.

COUNTRY DANCE SOCIETY, BOSTON CENTRE, INC.
EVENTS OF INTEREST TO OUR MEMBERSHIP
BOSTON CENTRE PROGRAMS:
TUESDAY NEW ENGLAND SQUARE AND CONTRA DANCE SERIES, St. John's United Methodist
Church, 80 Mount Auburn St, Watertown. Sept. 11 through June 12. Callers: 1st Tuesdays - Tony Saletan, 2nd
Tuesdays - Ted Sannella, 3rd Tuesdays - Tony Parkes, 4th & 5th special programs and guests. Contacts: Arthur
Anger (H)899-8702, (W)253-7044 and Betsy Opitz (H)899-8702.
WEDNESDAY ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE SERIES, St John's United Methodist Church, 80 Mount
Auburn Street, 3 blocks from Watertown Sq., Sept. 12 - June 13. Program 8:00-11:00, attention to basics 8:00-9:00,
requests 10:15 - 11:00. Music by Karen Axelrod, Peter Barnes, Earl Gaddis, Mary Lea, Pat MacPherson, Jacque
line Schwab and their friends. Contact Mary Stafford 782-7266.
WEDNESDAY RITUAL CLASS, NEW TIMES
See enclosed flier.
"FIRST" FRIDAY ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING, First Fridays through June. Dances will be taught
with the expectation that the dancers have a thorough familiarity of basic English Country Dance figures. Various
leaders and musicians. Church of Our Saviour, Monmouth St, Brookline. 8:00 - 11 :00. Contact Mary Stafford
782-7266.
BOSTON PLAYFORD BALL, Saturday, May 12. Contact Mary Stafford (617) 782-7266 or Alex Humez (617)
625-3069.
Boston Centre - Committee meetings, all are welcome (confirm meeting date, time, and place by calling ahead):
• Board of Directors, 3rd Wed., 6:00, office 1950 Mass Ave. (354-1340)
• American Dance Committee, 2nd Tues., 6:00, Cafe Rose, Watertown (899-8702)
• English Dance Committee 2nd Wed. Contact Mary Stafford (617) 782-7266.
FRIENDS OF CDS BOSTON CENTRE, EVENTS:
ANDOVER, NJ - Hudson Guild Farm weekend, leaders, Christine Helwig, Fried
Herman, Scott Higgs, and Liz Snowden. 11/2-11/4. Contact Peggy Joplin, 13 N
Orchard Terr, Sparta, NJ 07871.
ARLINGTON, MA - Roaring Jelly, 3rd Fridays, Susan Elberger, St John's Episcopal Church, 74 Pleasant
St, 8:00, 894-4464.
AUBURN, ME, Jack Janssen w/Yankee Exchange, June 8,8:30 - midnight,
Unitarian Church, Elm and Pleasant St, on Rte 121 contact church (207) 783-0461.
BARNSTABLE, Cape Cod - English Country Dance, 2nd & 4th Fridays, Barnstable Unitarian Church,
(508) 362-9570.
BOSTON, MA, Mandala's 1991 schedule at John Hancock Hall, 3/15-3/17, 1991.
BOWDOINHAM,ME, - English Country Cance, Merrymeeting Musical Menagerie, 4th Sundays, 7:00 - 10:00,
Bowdoinham Community Hall, School St. Contact Cindy (207) 666-3090 evenings.
EAST DERRY, NH - English Country Dance, led by Brad Sayler, music Derry
Aire, 3rd Sundays, 7;00 - 10:00, 11/19 Colonial Ball, (603) 432-8558.
HARWICH, MA, - Sgiath Oran in Concert, an evening of Scottish Gaelic airs and mouth music, English,
Irish, and Scottish songs, and solo piano variations on dance tunes. Jacqueline Schwab and Jeanne Morrill draw their
original arrangements from both their classical and traditional backgrounds. They are joined by guest artist Peter
Barnes on flute and whistle.
HARTFORD (WETHERSFIELD) - Wethersfield Grange, 136 .Main St. 1st and 2nd Fridays Contras, 3rd Fri
days Clogging/Cajan/Southern Squares, 4th Fridays English Country. For more info, contact Jim (203) 236-4445.
KINGSTON, RI - ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE. Mitch Robbins, leader, Kingston Free Library, Route 138 at
URI enterance, 1st & 3rd Sundays, 4:00-6:30,364-9964.
LINCOLN, MA - FAMILY ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE led by Rich Jackson, with coop baby sitting, 2nd
Sat through June 9,5:30 pot luck and dance for all, 7;00 adult dancing, Stone Church across from town hall, (508)
443-8940.
LOWELL, MA - Lowell Folk Festival, July 27-29, 1990.
NEWPORT RI, Vintage Dance Week, August 20-25, Hannah (617) 648-0840.

NEWTON, MA - 1st Sat. contra dances through June, Kate Oesterheld and Uncommon Fare, 1st Unitarian
Society, 1326 Washington St, 8:00,965-2180.
NEW YORK - COUNTRY DANCE, NEW YORK CD*NY, Metropolitan Duane Church, 201 W 13th St. at
Seventh Ave. (212) 459-4080
- Sat. through 6/3, 8:00 - 10:45, American Contras & Squares
- Tues through 5/30, English Country, 7:45 - style, 8:30 - 10:00
dance
Experienced Fridays 8:00 - 10:45
ENGLISH 4n, 5/12; AMERICAN 4/14, 5/1
NEW YORK CITY, Day long CD*NY CDSS 75 anniversary, 11:00 AM - Midnight,
NYU in the village and High School for the Humanities, Sat June 2, (212) 459-4080.
NOVA SCOTIA, 35 annual family Dance camp, Aug 18 -26, folk, ballroom, Scottish, Square (914)
941-7358.
OLD WETHERSFIELD, CONN, Vintage Dance Society, Weekend Dance Workshop led
Richard Powers, June 8-10,1990, advance registration only, (203) 286-9191.
PHILADELPHIA, PA - 1st Saturday dances, Summit Presbyterian Church, (215) 247-5993
PLIMOTH PLANTATION, Visitor Center, Plymouth, MA. George Fogg w/Merrymeeting Musical Menag
Sat July 14,8:00 PM St Swithin's Dance; Sat October 27,8:00 PM All Hallow's Eve Dance, Creative dress
encouraged! Contact (508) 746-1622 ext 377.
PROVIDENCE, RI - Contra and Squares, 5/19 Bridget Edwards, 6/16 Mary Desrosiers, St Martin's
Church, 50 Orchard Ave. 8:00 - 11:00; Contact Dal~ (508) 636-8168.
SANDY HOOK, CT - NOMAD 90,10/20,10/21, Newtown High School, (203) 372
8632.
SOUTHBORO, MA - Framingham Folk Dancers, International Folk Dancing, Fayville Village Hall, Cen
tral & Grove Sts. 8:00-10:30, (508) 872-4110.
WHITE PLAINS, NY, Christine Helwig & Fried Herman, Thursday dances, Church in the Highlands. (212)
881-2930, (914) 834-4672, (914) 834-9350. FESTIVAL 75 a day long event being planned for 6/2/90.
WORCESTER, MA - INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCERS, Thursday, 7:30 - 9:30, All Saints Episcopal,
Irving St. at Pleasant. Contact Betty Hoskins, (508) 791-7434.
All calendar submissions must be in writing and received by Harvey Cohen, 54 Elda Rd, Framingham Ma 01701
on or before October I,H 1990.
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New English-Scottish Kid on the Block
Anyone who has been to an English-Scottish
dance or to the English-Scottish Session at Pine
woods has seen how nicely the two traditions
complement each other. If the idea of sampling
both traditions in a single evening appeals to
you, come to the Church of Our Savior (at the
corner of Carlton and Monmouth Streets in
Brookline) at 8:00 p.m. on Saturday, Septem
ber 22 for an evening of English and Scottish
country dancing.
You don't have to be an expert in both traditions
to have fun, though some dance experience
would be helpfuL Brief but complete walk
throughs will precede each dance and great
refreshments will enhance the party atmosphere.

Will there be another CDS Newsletter?
Not as of this writing, bucko. No one has
stepped forward to con~inue Ale.x Humez's
example of a readable, InformatIv~, s~holarly,
and gossipy newsletter. And, despIte In1pas
sioned pleas from members, he's not ~hanged
his mind: two years is plenty, Alex thInks, t~
have the last word and it's time for a new VOIce
and vision to keep CDS members in touch with
the dancing world.
The Newsletter editor really holds CDS
together: this person is at the center of the I?ael
strom (wearing, at least conceptually, t~e pIth
helmet and flak jacket of the press), tellIng us
what's happening--and what's about to happe?
-in the dance community, in short, why CDS IS
exciting.
There's work involved, of course, though not as
much as you might think, since there is a solid
support team of stalwarts to do the heavy lifting
-writing the articles, doing the layout ,and art,
sending the finished product to the pnn~er, and.
getting the finished product ~nto the mall. QualI
fications for the job are a flalf for words, good
grammar (or good taste), and--most of all--an
abiding interest in dance.
Sound like your cup of tea? Maybe? Call Alex
([617] 625-3069) or Gordon ([617] 497-7490)
for lurid details.
In the meantime, send materiels for the next

Newsletter to:

Country Dance Society, Boston Centre
1950 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02140
ATTN: CDS Newsletter
Gordon Talley

Pat MacPherson will lead the Scottish dances.
Brad Sayler and Robin Rogers-Browne will
share the microphone for the English dances.
Dancing to live music begins at 8:00 p.m. Sub
sequent dances are scheduled for Saturday,
October 20, and Friday, November 23--san1e
time, same station.
So, get ready for a chance to met new friends
and learn some new dances. Come on out and
have a good time. Call Robin at (508) 897-8629
or Brad at (508) 475-0791 for more details.
Brad Sayler

Evelyn Lamond
Tucked in the pocket of the rather beat-up suit
case that always accolnpanies me on dance
weekends is a little note on lined paper torn
from a spiral notebook. In Evelyn Lamond's
spidery hand, it says "Welcolne Mary." It was
lying on my bunk (which was all made up for
me) the first year I attended Cardigan. Evelyn,
Jo Rae, and a friend of Jo's (whose name I
cannot remember) were my roommates. At 52, I
was the youngest.
We had some wonderful conversations that
weekend. I heard Evelyn's reminiscences of the
old days when one took a class in English danc
ing and progressed only when the teacher
invited one to do so. I heard of her husband and
of their involvement in demonstration dancing.
(How many of you saw the pictures displayed at
the 75th Anniversary Ball of a young Evelyn
dancing on the Wellesley College lawn?)
I'm glad that Evelyn, to whom dancing was so
basic a part of her life, was able to dance to the
end. We all missed her at the Playford Ball this
year and can only hope that the celestial music
includes for her a few Playford tunes.
Mary Stafford

Ritual Dance Series
The Ritual Committee promises an exciting new
season with some significant changes in the
works, not the least being that instead of run
ning continual Wednesday night classes, we will
be holding some classes on Saturdays. In this
way, we hope to be able to both make use of
out-of-town teachers and provide for those peo
ple who can't commit then1selves to six weeks
of attendance.
We will be kicking off with a rapper session on
Saturday, September 15th, with beginning and
intermediate classes being held simultaneously.
The beginning class will be taught by Jack J ans
sen (nee Jack Howe), formerly of Boston's own
Longwood Sword. The intermediate class will
be ta~ght by Rob Spive~ of Fiddler's Reach ~
Men s Rapper from MaIne.
~~
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The first six-week ritual series will be a beginning Cotswold morris class, taught by Alec
Leone, who dances with the Newtowne Morris
Men (except for an educational break with Oak
Apple Morris). The tradition will be
Minneapolis-on-the-Mississippi, which Jim
Brickwedde devised for the Bells of the North.
Since this is an lIAmerican tradition," which
many of us have never seen, dancers with all
levels of experience are welcome. They say that
it's a straightforward tradition--until you get to
the hey...
~
John Dexter (founder and foreman of the Bow
erie Boys of New York City) has agreed to
teach a Saturday workshop on the Sherborne
morris tradition, date TBA (probably between
the winter solstice and the New York Sword
Ale). John is the n1an who, it is said, defined the
Sherborne tradition for this country, so it will be
nice to hear it from the horse's mouth. This will
be a class for experienced morris dancers.

Country Dance Society, Boston Centre
1950 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA 02140
Telephone: (617) 354-1340
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FORWARDING AND ADDRESS
CORRECTION REQUESTED

This year we will again hold the mass morris
dance series, ending just before NEFFA so that
everybody will be ready for the festival. This
will be an ungraded class.
There will be a final (mystery) ritual series after
NEFFA.
See the enclosed fliers for more information
about the first two classes.
Jocelyn Reynolds
The Ritual Committee

Cardigan Weekend
We still have openings for the Country Dance
Weekend at A.M. C. Cardigan Lodge. Register
now for a fun-filled weekend of English Coun
try, Squares, and Contras, hiking, swimming,
and singing. Cost of the weekend is $85.00 for
CDS, Boston Centre members and $95.00 for
non-members. To reserve a space, send a $25.00
deposit to:

Clayton Wilcox
284 Park Street
Dorchester, MA 02124

Thanks
To Art Anger, Harvey Cohen, George Fogg,
Arthur Ferguson, Herb Jacobs, Jocelyn
Reynolds, Brad Sayler, Mary Stafford, Gordon
Talley, Chris Walker, Clay Wilcox, Ed Wilfert,
Francis Worrell, and to the ranks of Harrison's
Irregulars whose labors made it possible for you
to read this.
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