CDS Boston News
The Newsletter of the Country Dance Society, Boston Centre

Spring 2007
Deadline for Summer issue: April 25
Sword Workshop Extraordinaire!!
March 31, 2007 - 11:00am – 6:30pm at the International School of Boston, Arlington, MA. Sponsored
by the Country Dance Society, Boston Centre.
Come dance the day away in a seasonal celebration of longsword and rapper dancing. A day of exciting workshops on dancing, singing and the history of
sword dancing, both longsword and rapper. There will
be thirteen workshops, covering everything from specific dances - such as the longsword dance Take 5 for
experienced dancers; the longsword dance Papa Stour
(open session), and the Pod Sable longsword dance
of Strani, in the Czech Republic - to workshops on
figures and style for beginning sword dancers and an
open class for 9–12 year olds.
Sword Workshop, continued on page 7

“New Shoots - Strong Roots”
An English Country Dance will be held at the Scout
House in Concord on March 31st, 8:00–11:00pm.
Please join us for a casual, fun filled evening of new
dances by newer U.S. choreographers, and a great
new band composed of Andrea Larson Attanasio, Jim
Ialeggio and Erica Morse, all seasoned musicians. We
encourage new dancers to participate as well as our
strong veterans for a change of pace and welcomed
experience.
Helene Cornelius will be teaching with Frank Attanasio calling a few of the dances. Several dances
will be taught from the Bare Necessities CD “Strong
Roots,” and their new CD yet to be released called
“New Shoots,” offering an opportunity to get a preview of what is to come.

We seek volunteers to sit at the door, and/or to
donate refreshments. Sitting for 45 minutes gets you
in free. Please contact new-shoots@cds-boston.org if
you can door-sit, bring refreshments, or if you have any
questions at all. Look for our flyer for more details.
All are welcome, no partner necessary and please
bring clean, soft-soled shoes to wear to protect our
dance floor.

When Your Feet are the Music:
Focusing on the musical aspects
of step-dancing

Saturday, March 10, Springstep. Judy Erickson,
Kieran Jordan and Kari Smith (feet), with Rod Thomas, Paul Eric Smith and Paddy League (instruments).
A variety of Irish, English, and American stepdancing styles will be presented, including percussive
dances that are not just an accompaniment to the music, but are the music themselves. A sample of different
styles will explore auditory similarities and connections among foot percussion styles, and will highlight
how these percussion styles build on the musical styles
of their time to become part of the music itself. We’ll
listen to old-fashioned styles from Britain, the United
States and Ireland, and modern outgrowths influenced
by American blues and jazz, contemporary folk music,
even drawing from rap music riffs and rhythms. Hear
how the percussive steps can reinforce or play against
a tune. Extend the concepts of dancing with the tune
to dancing with only the “tune” of the feet, and how
a capella dancing works to create phrasing, make the
time signature clear, and create a coherent structure of
a whole piece.
Springstep, 98 George P. Hassett Drive,
Medford, MA 02155; (781) 395-0402,
www.springstep.org

First Weekend at Pinewoods
June 15–17
First Weekend is a relaxing way to welcome in the
summer at camp. The weekend includes Friday and
Saturday evening dances, including American and English traditions; all-camp gatherings with participatory
songs, stories, and musical presentations, and daytime
music and dance sessions, crafts, songs, games, and
workshops for adults and children. This year’s program co-chairs are Sukey Krause, Linda Henry, and
Bob Snope. Staff includes Dance Leaders Marcie Van
Cleave, Peter Amidon, and Paul Eric Smith. Paul will
mix up the evenings with some Ceilidh style dances.
Family gatherings and children’s music and movement
will be led by Mary Alice and Peter Amidon and Betty
Lehrman. Music staff includes Karen Axelrod, Andrea Larson, Bob Snope, Linda Henry, Joanna Morse,
and Beth Murray. Kari Smith will offer a ritual dance
class. New this year, a Scandinavian turning dance
workshop offered by Marcie van Cleave and Andrea
Larson.

CDS-BC’s July 4th Weekend
July 4th at Pinewoods Camp will be held June 28th
to July 2, 2007. The session includes four evening
dances and three full days of English and American
dance classes, along with “ritual” or display dancing,
singing, and Scandinavian dance workshops. Pinewoods Camp provides the rest: delicious meals, rustic
cabins, open-air dance pavilions, wonderful swimming
ponds, and a beautiful and relaxing natural setting.
English country dance leaders for the July 4th
weekend are Helene Cornelius and Brad Foster, with
Lisa Greenleaf leading American contras and squares.
The display dance staff features Kari Smith, teaching
longsword, English Clog and Northwest Morris, Peter Kruskal teaching rapper sword, and Erica Morse
teaching morris. Each day will include singing, one
workshop led by John Mayberry and Jamie Beaton,
and, new this year, a harmony singing class by Anna
Patton. Try out Scandinavian dancing, with “oneshot” workshops, led by Andrea Larson Attanasio and
Scot Applegate.

Over the years, campers have taught classes in
morris dancing, border morris, rapper, longsword and
lots more. We encourage camper musicians to play for
workshops during the day or during the family portion
of the evening dance. Other camper-led activities have
included canoe lessons, swimming across Long Pond,
yoga, ice cream making, singing Broadway songs, and
juggling. If you have an idea for a workshop you want
to lead or attend, let us know – we need your expertise
to help make the schedule full.

Top-quality music will be provided by some of
Boston Centre’s best musicians, some from afar.
Late-night sessions traditionally include pub night,
skit night, and more dancing, jamming and singing. If
you are interested in attending, please sign up on the
enclosed registration form. This session is generally
full by the lottery deadline, so plan accordingly. Hope
to see you there!

We hope to hire local or camp teens to patrol the
cabins so that parents can escort their children to their
cabins and then return to the dance. Some parents bring
a good set of walkie-talkies (available in stores for approximately $20-$30) for immediate connection with
their children if needed, or just for peace of mind.

Pinewoods English-Scottish Session

For more information, contact: Sukey Krause,
9 Cedar Ridge South Hadley, MA 01075.
413-535-4232. Email: sakrause@comcast.net

— Joanna Morse and Karen Axelrod, co-chairs

Think Summer! Think Pinewoods! Think English-Scottish Session! ESS, which takes place July 2
to July 6, is a joyous celebration of English and Scottish dance and music traditions.
Whether you’re a person who has recently discovered the pleasures of dance or a seasoned participant
in your local dance community, ESS has something
for you. Country dance classes are offered for newer
and for experienced dancers, and specialized classes
provide opportunities to learn something new or polish previously acquired skills.
Our principal teachers this year are Ron Wallace,
Scottish Country and Highland, and Graham Christian,
Pinewoods ESS – continued on page 6
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Boston Centre Program
Info: www.cds-boston.org or (781)662-6710
* Addresses of Frequent Dance Locations *
Park Avenue Congregational Church, Park Avenue and Paul Revere Road, Arlington Heights
Scout House, 74 Walden St., Concord • Church of Our Saviour, Carlton and Monmouth Streets, Brookline

English Country Dance

2nd & 4th Fridays

Wednesdays
Park Avenue Congregational Church. 7:30-10:30 PM. Music
by Bare Necessities (Peter Barnes, Earl Gaddis, Mary Lea,
Jacqueline Schwab) & others. $7 members; $9 non-members, $4 students & beginners. For directions & schedule of
dance leaders, www.cds-boston.org
Feb 21 Helene Cornelius and Rich Jackson • Feb 28 Helene
Cornelius and Brad Foster • Mar 7 Helene Cornelius and Rich
Jackson • Mar 14 Graham Christian • Mar 21 Spring Equinox party
with Barbara Finney and Linda Nelson • Mar 28 Rich Jackson
and Linda Nelson • Apr 4 Graham Christian • Apr 11 Brad Foster
• Apr 18 Jacqueline Schwab and Linda Nelson • Apr 25 Helene
Cornelius and Jacqueline Schwab • May 2 Barbara Finney • May 9
Scott Higgs

First Fridays for Experienced Dances
October to June – Church of Our Saviour.* 8:15-11 PM.
For dancers thoroughly familiar with basic English Country
Dance figures. All dances taught. $9; $7 CDS members
March 2 Graham Christian,Jacqueline Schwab • April 6
Robin Hayden, Karen Axelrod • May 4 George Fogg, Jacqueline
Schwab • June 1 Jacqueline Schwab

Harvard-Epworth Methodist Church, 1555 Massachusetts
Ave., Cambridge. $6; CDS members $5, Students (with ID)
$3. Info: http://www.cds-boston.org/friday.html

New England Dance
Info: (857) 499-8907, CDS Boston phone (781) 662-6710,
www.cdsboston.org/american; nedc@cds-boston.org
Email announcement list:
groups.yahoo.com/group/concord-dance
Concord Scout House.* Admission for most dances: $7
members; $9 non-members, $5 under 21

Second Saturday Series
March 10, 8pm Lissa Schneckenburger & Bruce Rosen
caller Daniel Friedman
April 14, 8pm The Dixie Butterhounds: Paul Boyd, Geroge
Touchstone, Jon Gersh & Mark Wholley; caller TBA
May 12, 8pm performers to be announced

Fifth Friday Contra Dance
Friday, March 30, 2007, 8:00PM
Barb Kirchner calling, with Beeswax Sheepskin: Ethan HazzardWatkins, Anna Patton, Roger Kahle & Chuck Corman

Special Events
The 27th Annual Boston Playford Ball
Saturday, March 3, 2007. Perkins School for the Blind, 175
North Beacon Street, Watertown, MA; 8:00pm to Midnight;
Helene Cornelius, Mistress of Ceremonies; Music by members of Bare Necessities’ Peter Barnes, Mary Lea and
Jacqueline Schwab, with Reinmar Seidler.
Afternoon workshop: 1:30-4:30pm at Perkins School,
Watertown, MA; Barbara Finney and Brad Foster leading,
with Joyce Crouch on piano and Anna Patton on clarinet.
$30 for registrations postmarked on or before January
15, 2007, $35 after. Preference will be given to CDSBoston Centre members while attempting to maintain a
gender balance.

Pre-Ball Workshops: *Saturday*, February 3rd, 2007 1:304:30pm at PACC, Arlington Heights, MA Barbara Finney
leading with Ken Allen on piano Sunday, February 25th,
2007 1:30-4:30pm at PACC, Arlington Heights, MA. Helene
Cornelius leading with Joyce Crouch on piano. Admission
for each pre-ball workshop: $6 for those registered for the
ball; $9 for others

Sword Workshop Extraordinaire!!
Saturday, March 31, 2007. 11:00am – 6:30pm at the
International School of Boston, Arlington, MA. Thirteen
exciting workshops on dancing, singing and the history of
sword dancing, both longsword and rapper. Sponsored by
the Country Dance Society, Boston Centre.

CDS Boston Centre, Inc. Board Members
Officers: President - Judy Erickson; Vice President - Nikki Herbst; Treasurer - Ralph Jones; Clerk - Kim Barrett; President Elect - Mark Jones
CDS Board Members: Graham Christian , Susan Carr, Cortni Frecha, Hal Wagner, Jacqueline Barnard, Julian Cole, Otavia Propper, Lanier
Smythe, Mark Ward, one vacancy
Nominating Committee Julian Cole, Kim Barrett, Susan Carr, Jacqueline Barnard, one vacancy
Pinewoods Camp, Inc., Board Representative - Mark Ward
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Other Regular Boston Area Dances
Call first or check the web page for details and directions
MONDAYS
Yankee Ingenuity Scout House Contra Series. Concord
Scout House. 7:30-10:30 PM. Various callers and guest
musicians; Yankee Ingenuity is Peter Barnes, Mary Lea, Cal
Howard, and Jack O’Connor. $8-10, students $5. Info: (781)
272-0396 or (978) 369-1232
Scottish Country Dancing. Springstep, Medford. 7:45-10:15
PM. Live music. $7, $4 student.
Info: Laura Billmers, (781) 862-1950 or billmers@rcn.com or
see www.rscdsboston.org
TUESDAYS
Contra Dance for All @ MIT. Every Tuesday, Sept 12 to Oct
31 and Feb to Mar 2007; otherwise, 2nd and 4th Tuesday of
each month. All welcome, no experience, partner needed.
8-10:30 PM. Band sit-ins welcome. $6, MIT & Wellesley
students free. Prospective callers & musicians, contact
acowan3@earthlink.net or (617) 354-0864.
Info: (617) 354-0864, MIT Folk Dance Club (617) 253-FOLK,
or mit.edu/fdc/www/contra.html
2nd & 4th Tuesdays. Boston Gender Free English Country
Dance. (Experienced on 5th Tuesday) First Church of
Jamaica Plain UU, Centre & Eliot Sts. 7:30-10 PM. Come
at 6:30 PM with a brown bag dinner & socialize! Various
leaders. $7. Info: (617) 522-2216 (Janet) or (617) 512-5554
(John), or www.lcfd.org/bgfe/
THURSDAYS
New England Contras & Squares. Concord Scout House.
7:30-10:30 PM. $8, $5 students. 3/1Dan Pearl, 3/8 Neffa
Contra, 3/15 Chrissy Fowler, 3/22 Nils Fredland, 3/29 Peter
Amidon, 4/5 Barb Kirchner, 4/12 Steve Zakon-Anderson,
4/19 pre-NEFFA national caller showcase.
Info: NEFFA, (781) 662-6710; Cal, (781) 272-0396;
Dan, (508) 229-2854; or www.neffa.org/Thurs.html
FRIDAYS
1st Fridays. Challenging Dance Series. For experienced
dancers. 8-11pm. Concord Scout House. $9 (under 21,
$7); Mar 2 Rick Mohr & Notorious; Apr 6 Sue Rosen &
Rumblestrip; May 4 Lisa Greenleaf & Rodney Miller, Anna
Patton and Peter Siegel.
Info: http://www.tiac.net/~mabaker/challenging-contras.html
2nd Fridays. Contras, Squares, & Couple Dances. Unitarian
Church in Carlisle MA. 8:00-10:30 PM, potluck at 6:30.
Walter Lenk with O’Connor’s Mob. $5. Info: (617) 547-7781
or (978) 369-3353
3rd Fridays through June. Roaring Jelly: Contras and
Squares. 1st Parish Church, 7 Harrington Road, Lexington
MA. Beginners 7:45, dance 8-11 PM. Susan Elberger with
Debby Knight. $6. Info: (781) 944-3544,
RoaringJelly@hotmail.com
or www.trillian.mit.edu.~jc/ RJ.html
3rd Fridays. Renaissance Dance for Everyone. Jewett Hall,
First Church Congregational, Mason & Garden Streets,
Cambridge MA. 7:30 PM. Ken Pierce with Renaissonics, led
by John Tyson. No experience necessary; no partner needed. $8. Info: (617) 661-3353 or www.earlymusicboston.com
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SATURDAYS
1st Saturdays. Contra dance. Melrose Unitarian Universalist
Church, 70 W. Emerson St., Melrose. 7-10 PM.
Info: Cammydance@earthlink.net or
www.home.earthlink.net/~manystrings/
1st Saturdays. Berlin, MA 8-10:30 PM
Admission: $5 per person or $12 max per family
NEW Location: Berlin Town Hall, 2nd floor, 12 Woodward
Ave.; Berlin, MA. MAR 3 ~ Dave Bateman; APR 7 ~ Bill
Fischer; MAY 5 ~ Dan Pearl
Medway Contra Dance, 1st Saturdays. 7:30–10:30pm.
Christ Episcopal Church, School Street in Medway, MA. $7
adults, $3 teens, 12 and under free. March 3 Contra Loco
& tba caller; April 7 Frank Woodward, White Squall; May 5
Barb Kirchner, TBA; June 2 Bob Golder, Smoke and Mirrors
Concord Scout House. 8-11 PM.
1st Saturdays. Usually Swing Dances, sometimes Contra
or English events. Check for flyers.
2nd Saturdays. New England Contras & Squares. Mar 10
Lissa Schneckeburger & Bruce Rosen; April 14 The Dixie
Butterhounds; $9; $7(CDS-BC members), $5 (21 and under) Info: (857)499-8907
3rd Saturdays. Beth Parkes with Swinging on a Gate.
$8; $6, 21 and under. Info: (978) 667-7459.
4th Saturdays. Walter Lenk with Jack O’Connor and
Debby Knight. $8; $6, 21 and under. (617) 547-7781
or (978) 369-1232
2nd & 4th Saturdays. Gender Role-Free New England
Contra & Square Dances. 1st Church of Jamaica Plain
(Unitarian-Universalist), Corner of Centre & Eliot Sts. 7:3011 PM unless noted. $5 before 8 PM, $6 after. Info: Janet,
(617) 522-2216; Peter, (617) 971-0828; or
Chris (617) 469-4732; or www.lcfd.org/jp/
3rd Saturdays - Northboro Contra Dance
(September through May) First Parish Unitarian Universalist
Church, Northboro, MA. The Polymorphous String Band
(and friends). Mar 17 Dan Pearl; Apr 21 ** No dance **
May 19 Christine Hale
Westford Contra Dances
4th Saturdays. September - March
FREE Instruction: 7:30 PM; Dance: 8:00 -10:30 PM
Music provided by OH,CONTRAire!; various callers.
No experience necessary. $5 per person; $12 per family
Parish Center for the Arts: 10 Lincoln Street, Westford, MA
Info: (978) 692-2039; Email: 39mainstreet@gmail.com
Web: www.westford.com/pca
SUNDAYS
Scottish Country Dance. Church of Our Saviour,
Carleton & Monmouth Sts., Brookline. 6:30-8:30 PM. $4.
Info: (617) 325-6657
Westford Family Contra Dances. 2nd Sundays. 3:00–
5:00pm November - March. All dances are taught. No experience necessary. $3 ages 5 - 12; $5 adults;$12/family.
Parish Center for the Arts, 10 Lincoln Street, Westford, MA
For more information: (phone): (978) 692-2039; Email:
39mainstreet@gmail.com Web: www.westford.com/pca
March 11th George Marshall

Outside the Boston Area
Call before you travel or check the web page

English Country Dance
Cape Cod, MA
3rd Fridays, except Dec. Lively and Elegant English Country
Dance on Cape Cod. East Sandwich Grange, 85 Old
County Road, East Sandwich MA. Priscilla Adams & Linda
Nelson with Jan Elliott & friends. $8, $6 students & seniors.
Info: (508) 540-1151
South Amherst MA
at the Munson Library, www.amherstecd.org
MONDAYS English Country Dancing. Robin Hayden with
live music. $6. Info: Robin at (413) 256-8260
or www.amherstecd.org
SATURDAYS
1st Saturday. Amherst Assembly. 7:45-10:45 PM. Graham
Christian with various musicians. Special refreshments. $7.
Info: bray1699@yahoo.com
3rd Saturdays. Pleasures of the Town English Country
Dance. 7:30-10:30 PM. Music, Joyce Crouch, piano, &
Doug Creighton, flute & melodeon, with guest musicians.
$7. Info: (413) 253-3828, madrobin@rcn.com,
or amherstecd.org 3/17 Robin Hayden, 4/21 Brad Foster,
5/19 Judi Rivkin, 6/16 Pamela Goddard
West Kingston, RI
SATURDAYS
English Country Dancing. Courthouse Center for the Arts,
3481 Kingston Rd., West Kingston RI. 7:30-10:30 PM. Live
music, guest callers. $10 Courthouse members; $12 nonmembers, subscription price for all six dances $48.
Info: (401) 539-3009 or www.CourthouseArts.org
Feb. 24 Helene Cornelius; Mar. 24 Gary Roodman with Jean
Monroe; Apr. 14 Barbara Finney with Barbara Pixton; May 5
Mary Jones with the Jovial Beggars.
New Hampshire
SUNDAYS 2nd Sunday, Sept.-June. English Country Dance
in New Hampshire. Concord NH: Presidential Oaks (Odd
Fellows Home), Minot St. off Pleasant. 5:30-8 PM. Marianne
Taylor calling. $7, $6 members. Info: Dave Bateman
(603) 433-2735, Marianne Taylor (603) 463-7771,
taylorgorman @juno.com; or www.nhecds.org
Connecticut
Fridays.
English Country Dance. New Haven CT. Neighborhood
Music School Recital Hall, 100 Auburn St. 8-10:30 PM. $8.
Info: (203) 776-6929

Special Events
May 12, Hartford Ball. West Hartford, CT
Helen Davenport-Senuta, (860) 285-8694
dancerhiker@yahoo.com

The 20th Annual & Final Fried-for-All. April 13-15,
Lenox MA. Those on our list will be receiving an official
announcement/application. If you want to be added to our
list, email us with your contact info to: davbarnert@aol.com
Acceptance at discretion of the director.
The 21st Annual Washington (DC) Spring Ball has
been scheduled for Saturday, May 19, Roger W. Broseus,
Registrar, Washington Spring Ball; Roger@JUST.NET

Contras
Providence RI
Brown University - Contra Dance
1st and 3rd Fridays while Brown is in session. Faunce
House: 75 Waterman St
http://www.brown.edu/web/gab3/view.php?id=53
Rehobeth MA - Contra Dance
2nd, 4th and 5th Fridays
http://www.contradancelinks.com/rehoboth.html
Salem MA - Contra Dance
1st Saturdays, October through June
http://www.contradancelinks.com/schedule_emass.
html#salem
Worcester MA - Contra Dance
2nd Saturdays
http://www.worcesterdance.org/
Greenfield, MA
Contra Dances nearly every Friday and Saturday night
see www.guidingstargrange.org
3rd Friday. Contra dance at the Guiding Star Grange.
401 Chapman St. 8 PM-midnight. $6. Info: (802) 254-2874
or bromczak@sover.net
South Amherst, MA
Swallowtail 2nd Saturday dance is discontinued
4th Saturday. Contra Dance. Callers Susan Conger, Susie
Secco, guests. 8:30 PM. $6. Info: Susan, (413) 367-9269 or
sconger@shaysnet.com
Deerfield, NH
1st Saturdays (October 7 thru May). Deerfield New England
Country Dances. Town Hall, Deerfield. 8-11 PM.
Info: Marianne Taylor, (603) 463-7771
Cape Cod, MA
For general information about the following dances, contact
shabam@ais.net
1st Saturday. Contra Dance. Woods Hole Community Hall,
Main St., Woods Hole. Info: (508) 548-6229 or 548-6661
2nd Saturday. Contra Dance. Freedom Hall, 976 Main St.,
Cotuit. Info: (508) 563-6750
3rd Saturday. Contra Dance. East Sandwich Grange, Old
County Rd., Sandwich. Info: (508) 563-6934
5th Saturday. Contra Dance. North Falmouth
Congregational Church, 155 Main Rd., N. Falmouth.
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For Those Who Travel
Pennsylvania
Playford Ball Weekend
March 16-18, 2007, Scott Higgs, MC.
Nashville Country Dancers
Contact: E Wilkinson wilkinsoned@comcast.net
Web: www.dancenashville.org

North Carolina
Join the Sun Assembly English Country Dancers in Durham,
NC, USA for our English DanceFest on Saturday and
Sunday, March 10-11, 2007. Featuring Bruce Hamilton, with
music by Collard Greene, Mara Shea and Robbie Link, with
Dean Herington and others.
Workshops begin Saturday morning at 10, followed by an
evening dance, with more dancing on Sunday. All dances
are held at the Ark on Duke University’s East Campus. Many
great restaurants - all price levels nearby. Pre-register by
March 1st $40 for all events. Detailed flier/registration form
at www.sunassembly.org. For more info, e-mail Carol Marsh,
noelmarais@yahoo.com
Avid dancers come early for the Friday night contra dance in
nearby Carrboro: www.tcdancers.org/schedule.html

Vermont
24th Annual Champlain Valley Folk Festival
August 3–5, 2007; Kingsland Bay State Park.
A celebration of Folk Roots music from the traditional to the
contemporary. Concerts, workshops, dancing, jam sessions
Featuring Matapat, Peggy Seeger, Bruce Molsky, The
Moving Violations, John Roberts and Tony Barrand, Kathy
Anderson, mike Rafferty and Willie Kelly, Zal Idrissa Sissokho
Champlain Valley Folk Festival, 202 Main St, Burlington, VT
Info and advance tickets: cvfest.org or (877)850-0206 or
email info@cvfest.org

Greek Isles
Two Exciting New Trips! Dance and sail
through the Greek isles on a 3 masted schooner!
English dancing, September 12–21, 2007
Contra dancing, September 19–29, 2007
Music by Peter Barnes & Mary Lea; Calling by Scott Higgs
Classical Sites of Ancient Greece - Cultural tour offered before & after the sailing trips. For complete details & itinerary,
visit: www.reeljig.com/mcfarland/
or email: Ken_mcfarland@earthlink.net

Scotland
The Assembly Ball - New Lanark , Glasgow & Edinburgh
June 30th, 2007. Visit www.nicolasbroadbridge.com,
for photos.Tuesday, 26th June, meeting of the Glasgow
Assembly in Queen’s Cross Church (the Charles Rennie
Mackintosh church) hall. Thursday 28th June will see the
usual pre-Ball meeting of the Edinburgh Assembly in Holy
Cross Church Hall, Edinburgh. All are welcome at either
evening (or both!) And the usual “jolly” on the Sunday afternoon/evening, with barbecue and outdoor dancing at
Linnmill. You’ve not lived till you’ve danced Dutch Crossing
in a Scottish farmyard! – Nicolas B., Lanark, Scotland.



Pinewoods ESS – continued from page 2
English Country. Doug Creighton, Laurie Cummings,
Aaron Hayden, and Karen Lavallee-Tente round out
the dance teaching staff. Dave Wiesler is the Music
Director, and we’ll dance to glorious music produced
by Karen Axelrod, Doug Creighton, Daron Douglas,
Dan Emery, Earl Gaddis, Dave Knight and Paul Oorts.
For those who enjoy making music, John Mayberry
will lead us in singing, and band and fiddle workshops
are on the schedule.
Application forms will be available at the CDSBC website, and various dance venues or, on request,
by mail. You can get more information by contacting
Marianne Taylor at 603-463-7771,
taylorgorman@juno.com or Jean Farrington at
617-864-3410, jffar@rcn.com.

Labor Day Weekend at Pinewoods
Come one, Come all

Saturday to Tuesday, September 1–4, 2007
If you’ve never been to Pinewoods Camp, Labor Day session is an excellent time to try it out. The
relaxed atmosphere of the weekend makes it a good
way to ease into the Pinewoods experience. Delicious
food, music, dancing, singing, swimming and games,
a lovely environment and good friends are all part of
what makes Pinewoods the wonderful place it is.
Marcie Van Cleave and I are busy making plans for
a fabulous Labor Day session. We started thinking of
all the people we used to see at Labor Day who haven’t
been for a while. We’d like to know what’s been keeping you away and if there’s something we can do to
get you back. What would your ideal weekend at Pinewoods be like? Would you dance all day? Sing and
swim? Do you enjoy the camp gatherings? What would
make them better? What type of activities would you
like to see offered? What can we do to make Labor
Day weekend the best it can be?
Check out the Pinewoods website at www.Pinewoods.org for more information. Drop us a line and
tell us what you think: skoffmagid@comcast.net or
fac@facone.org. We’d love to see you this year!
— Karen Skoff & Marcie Van Cleave

Sword Workshop, cont. from pg. 1
Two rapper workshops: a beginner class and an advanced class are both conducted by Great Meadows
Morris and Sword.
Additional workshops focus on sword locks for
rapper and longsword, calling on and songs relating
to sword dancing, fooling, and playing for dancing.
There will also be a workshop on video materials, presented by Tony Barrand, and a talk on historical materials by Steve Corrsin, author of Sword Dancing in Europe. Additional workshop leaders include Jan Elliot,
Lily Leahy, Rhett Krause, Judy Erickson, and Frank
Attenasio. Workshops are open to age 13 and up, the
beginning longsword class is for 9-12 year olds. Cost
of the day is $20 for advance registration, and $25 at
the door. However, there is limited space for these
workshops. To guarantee a place, please register and
pay in advance by sending a check made out to CDSBoston Centre to Susie Petrov, Registrar, 53 Haviland
Ave, Lynn, MA 01902.
For more information, contact Susie Petrov (617504-6485) susiepetrov@earthlink.net or Tom Kruskal
(978-443-8940) tom_kruskal@post.harvard.edu.

English Dance Committee Update
English country dance has been going well this
year. The Harvard Square series continues to prosper,
the First Friday experienced series has seen a steady
number of dancers come out, the Fall Favorites and
Holiday Gala Ball were as wonderful as they always
are, the Wednesday series is continuing to attract more
dancers than last year. Coming up there’s the Playford
Ball on March 3 and the “New Shoots - Strong Roots”
dance on March 31. We’re also already working on
the Wednesday summer series.
A lot of effort goes into these special events and
regular series to make them happen. While it’s ultimately up to the committee to ensure that everything
gets done, the entire dance community pitches in and
we want to thank you all! (Or all y’all, depending where
you’re from. Anyone on Alan Winston’s ECD list will
probably be rolling their eyes right now.) Many hands
make for lighter work is ever so applicable here.
All the dances would be glad of extra help. There’s
always lots to do, particularly in putting things away
and returning order to the halls that so kindly let us rent
their facilities. By sheer virtue of it happening every
single week, the Wednesday series is the most needy

of extra hands. If you’re not sure how you can help,
just look for someone who looks like they know what
they’re doing. Generally the sound system and the refreshments are the most time-consuming and therefore
most in need of those extra helping hands. It’s also a
good time to catch up with someone who you didn’t
get to talk to earlier in the evening.
We’re starting to work on the Wednesday summer
series. Two years ago the series was held at Springstep,
but when the Cambridge VFW closed, the tango series
moved there. Last year the series was at First Church
in Belmont, which was ideal in very many ways, but
has concrete under the wood floor. We could go back
to Belmont (if they’re willing to have us again) or we
could look for another location. If you know of a potentially suitable hall (air conditioning is all important during the summer), please send us an e-mail at
info-english@cds-boston.org or speak to a committee
member at a dance. We welcome any other comments,
questions, or feedback you might have for us.
– Christine Robb and Julian Cole

New England Dance Committee,
Winter and Spring Events
We’ll possibly see an “Occasional Sunday” Square
dance or two this spring. Scheduling conversations
continue with several performers, possibly to occur at
the Park Avenue Congregational Church in Arlington.
Look for flyers and email announcements.
At the Concord Scout House, the Second Saturday
contra dance continues to have a pleasantly growing
population, in the vicinity of 70 to 100 people, with
a healthy number of teens and college aged dancers
too. Coming dates include March 10th Daniel Friedman calling, with Lissa Schneckenburger and Bruce
Rosen, April 14th, with the Dixie Butterhounds, and
May 12th with Scott Higgs calling (visiting from Philadelphia) and Contra Loco playing: Pan Chan, Barb
Kirchner, Phil Pitha.
The fifth Friday in March, the 30th, Barb Kirchner will call with Beeswax Sheepskin: Ethan HazzardWatkins, Anna Patton, Roger Kahle, Chuck Corman
The first Saturday of June, the 1st, will see Airdance, with Rodney Miller, Elvie Miller, Stuart Kenney, Marko Packard; caller to be announced.
– Mark Jones, New England Dance Committee chair
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CDS Boston Centre
Meetings

Communicating
with the Board

All meetings are open, and
members are welcome. Please
ask a committee member or officer for date, time, and place—or
call the office.

If you are planning an event
or some other matter requiring
consideration by the CDS Boston
Centre Board, please send a brief
summary to:

Boston Centre’s website:
www.cds-boston.org
Office telephone:
(781) 662-6710

president@cds-boston.org
or by mail to the address above
left corner

To Contact the Editor
If you are planning an event,
write it up! Send articles or announcements by e-mail to
editor@cds-boston.org
Phone Art Anger, (617) 795-0698
to arrange delivery of flyers to be
included in mailing.

CDS Boston News
The Newsletter of the Country Dance Society, Boston Centre

Summer 2007
Deadline for Fall issue: July 25
Summer Camp Information
Each of the CDS Boston Centre camp sessions at
Pinewoods Camp continue to have openings. It is not too
late to apply for any session. July 4th is running near to
full, but every year there are a few cancellations. Details on
other sessions below.
Best regards,
Mark Jones, CDS Boston Centre President
Here’s where to find out more on various web sites:
* Pinewoods camp, for those who’ve never been:
http://pinewoods.org
* General Info and phone numbers of committee members:
- http://pinewoods.org/schBcs2007.shtml
*Specific Info on all CDS Boston Centre Camp Sessions:
- CDS Boston Centre: http://cds-boston.org/camp.html
First Weekend: June 15 - 17, 2007
A relaxed, family-friendly weekend with English and
American dancing and a variety of staff and camper-led
activities -- most pre-planned, some spontaneous.
- Web page: http://cds-boston.org/firstwkd/firstwkd.html
- Application:
- http://cds-boston.org/firstwkd/firstwkdApp2007.pdf
Committee: Sukey Krause, LInda Henry, Bob Snope:
Email: < firstweekend at cds-boston dot org >

First Weekend at Pinewoods

NEEDS YOU! June 15—17, 2007
If you haven’t already signed up for First Weekend this year,
it’s not too late! As of April 25, we still have 20 spaces left
due to a snowstorm that delayed the mailing of flyers earlier
this year. Registrations will be accepted on a first come, first
served basis. To register, refer to the CDS Boston website
at www.cds-boston.org and contact Linda Henry if you
have questions (linda@cdss.org or 413-256-0673).
Do you have any friends who might be interested? If so,
please encourage them to come by sending them the following paragraph:
First Weekend is a relaxing way to welcome in the summer.
We have a superb staff lined up this year. Betty Lehrman
will be leading the 3-6 year-olds in stories and drama. Mary
Alice Amidon will bring songs, stories and movement activities for ages 7-9, and Peter Amidon has some great


dances up his sleeve for the 10-12 year-olds. For the adults
(including everybody 13 and up), there will be American
dancing with Marcie Van Cleave and English with Paul Eric
Smith. Karen Axelrod, Beth Murray, Andrea Larson, Joanna
Morse, Bob Snope and Linda Henry will provide enticing
music throughout the weekend. Other staff-led activities
will include Northwest clog with Kari Smith, comedy improv
with Karen, Scandinavian turning dances with Marcie and
Andrea, singing with the Amidons, games with Linda and
Bob, and a tune swap of processional tunes with Paul Eric.
There will also be an array of activities led by campers. This
promises to be a wonderful weekend of fun for all ages!
activities led by both staff and campers; separate intensive
Morris course in Sherborn tradition.

vvv

July 4th: June 28 - July 2, 2007
English Country Dance, Contras and Squares, Morris,
Clog, Northwest Morris, Longsword, Rapper, Singing-forAll, and Scandinavian couple dances.
- Web page: http://cds-boston.org/july4/july4.html
- Application: http://cds-boston.org/july4/j4-2007-flyer.pdf
Committee: Joanna Morse, Karen Axelrod:
Email: <july4 at cds-boston dot org >)
Sign up soon! July 4th 2007 will feature callers
Helene Cornelius, Brad Foster and Lisa Greenleaf. Kari
Smith returns to teach North-West Morris, English clog
and Longsword. Some members of the “new generation”
will lead us in other display dance classes: Peter Kruskal in
Rapper and Erica Morse in Cotswold Morris. Daron Douglas
returns to play her fabulous fiddle as well as to lead a musicians’ improvisation class which promises to inspire musicians of many genres. Anna Patton will lead a swing singing
class focusing on music from the 1940s. And campers
will have the opportunity to deepen and broaden their
Scandinavian couple dance skills in one-shot classes of
schottis variations, polska and hambo led by Andrea Larson
and Scot Applegate. As always, July 4th wouldn’t be the
great weekend it is without wonderful music.
This year we’ll be treated to playing by: Karen Axelrod,
Peter Barnes, Doug Creighton, Daron Douglas, Earl Gaddis,
Mary Lea, Naomi Morse, Jessica Murrow, Anna Patton, and
Jacqueline Schwab.
The 2007 dates are June 28—July 2. Hope to see you
all there!

English Scottish Session: July 2 - 6, 2007
A “Best of Both Worlds” dance week, with classes in
English and Scottish country dancing, Longsword,
Rapper, Cape Breton Step, Highland, and fiddle and band
classes.
- Web page: http://cds-boston.org/ess/ess.html
- Application: http://cds-boston.org/ess/essApp2007.pdf
Email: Marianne Taylor or Jean Farrington:
< ess at cds-boston dot org >
Registrar: Virginia Van Scoy:
< vvanscoy at comcast dot net >

vvv
Labor Day: September 1 - 4
English and American dancing in the evening, daytimehttp://pinewoods.org/schBcs2007.shtml#laborday
http://cds-boston.org/camp.html Committee: Marcie Van
Cleave, Karen Skoff
Email: Marcie via Folk Arts Center <fac@facone.org>,
Karen < skoffmagid@comcast.net >

Mark your calendar for Labor Day Weekend
at Pinewoods Camp
Saturday, September 1st—Tuesday, September 4th, 2007
Labor Day session provides a great opportunity to enjoy
the beautiful natural surroundings of the camp with a relaxed
schedule of classes and events. The session opens at
3:00 PM on Saturday and ends with breakfast on
Tuesday morning.
We are excited to introduce our staff for this year’s Labor
Day Session. Lisa Sieverts will lead American Dances and
Marcie Van Cleave will call English Dancing. We’ll dance to
the wonderful music of Vince O’Donnell, Eric Buddington,
Patrick Yacono, Joyce Crouch, Norb Spencer and Sue
Janssen. Jamie Blatchley from Bowery Boys will run a
Morris Intensive program for the weekend. In addition, we’ll
have Janet Scudder and Anne Goodwin to plan and run
morning workshops for children of all ages.
Our staff will run structured morning workshops in English,
American & Morris Dance. Children’s workshops will be offered during this time to enable parents to dance knowing
that their children will be happily involved in their own activities. Afternoon workshops will be a combination of camper
and staff led activities.
Evening dances will be a mix of both English and American
dances as well as some couple dancing. The first 45 minutes or so will be family dances and young children are welcome. After that time, dances will become more difficult and
aimed towards adults and we ask that dancers be at least
13 years old. Sunday night will be our customary dance extravaganza. (Theme to be announced.)
Don’t forget about swimming, singing, games, canoeing,
jamming, volleyball, Mad Hatters Tea Party, after-dance parties, skit night and just plain hanging out.
It’s the perfect way to end the summer!
For more information, contact:
Karen Skoff at skoffmagid@comcast.net or
Marcie Van Cleave at fac@facone.org
Looking forward to seeing you there!


English Dance Committee
Lots of great news this time! The First Friday and Harvard
Square series wind down for the summer (that’s all the bad
news out of the way), but the Wednesday dance continues
on, stronger than ever.
The 12-dance dance cards for Wednesday English dances
have been so popular that the english committee has decided to extend the expiration dates on the cards. Instead
of being good from September through June, they’ll now
be good for 1 year from the date of purchase. This will include the Wednesday summer series. For those of you who
already have a card, don’t worry about when you bought it
- just come out and use it up! The 12-dance card is $75.00
and can be purchased at any Wednesday dance. Valid at all
Wednesday dances, available only to CDSBC members.
We’ve also created a season’s pass for just the Wednesday
summer series since many of you indicated in last year’s
summer survey (thanks to all of you who filled one out!)
that you have time to come out during the summer but not
during the rest of the year. The summer’s pass, another
members-only deal, gets you into all 8 dances for $50 and
you don’t have to bother making change for the rest of the
summer.
And last but really not least, we have a stellar lineup for
the summer series, including Susan Kevra, Robin Hayden,
Joanna Reiner, Philippe Callens, Brooke Friendly, Michael
Cicone, Sue Rosen, and Jenny Beer, along with many fabulous guest musicians and one very special evening with
Hold the Mustard with guest musician Jonathan Jensen.
Find all the details on the website and in the flyer.
Christine Robb for the English Dance Committee

vvv

Boston Centre Program

Info: www.cds-boston.org or (781)662-6710
* Addresses of Frequent Dance Locations *
Park Avenue Congregational Church, Park Avenue and Paul Revere Road, Arlington Heights
Scout House, 74 Walden St., Concord • Church of Our Saviour, Carlton and Monmouth Streets, Brookline

English Country Dance
Wednesdays - Summer Session
Location to be announced. 7:30-10:30 PM. Music by
Bare Necessities (Peter Barnes, Earl Gaddis, Mary Lea,
Jacqueline Schwab) & others. $7 members; $9 non-members, $4 students & beginners.
July 11 - Susan Kevra, Nashville, TN
July 18 - Robin Hayden, Amherst, MA
July 25 - Joanna Reiner, Philadelphia, PA
August 1 - Phillipe Callens, Antwerp, Belgium with Hold the
Mustard + guest Jonathan Jensen
August 8 - (Brooke Friendly, Ashland, OR, tentative)
August 15 - (Cammy Kaynor, Boston, MA, tentative)
August 22 - Sue Rosen, Boston, MA
August 29 - Jenny Beer, Philadelphia, PA
Ice cream social July 11, 25, August 8, 22, and 29.
Summer season pass $50.
Suggested ice cream donation is $1.50.

First Fridays for Experienced Dancers
Church of Our Saviour.* 8:15-11 PM. For dancers
thoroughly familiar with basic English Country Dance
figures. All dances taught. $9; $7 CDS members
Jacqueline Schwab • June 1 Jacqueline Schwab

New England Dance
Info: (857) 499-8907, CDS Boston phone (781) 662-6710,
www.cdsboston.org/american, nedc@cds-boston.org
Email announcement list:
groups.yahoo.com/group/concord-dance
Concord Scout House.
Admission for most dances: $7 for members;
$9 non-members, $5 under 21
Friday, June 1 Will Mentor with Airdance: Rodney Miller,
Elvie Miller, Marko Packard and Stuart Kenney
Saturday, June 2 check the web site: potential dance
to be announced
_______________________________________________

CDS Board Members
Officers:
President - Mark Jones
Vice President - Nikki Herbst
Treasurer - Ralph Jones
Clerk – Kim Barrett
Past President - Judy Erickson
CDS Board Members:
Susan Carr, Hal Wagner, Jacqueline Barnard, Julian Cole, Otavia
Propper, Lanier Smythe, Mark Ward, Laura Wing, Diane Gonzales,
Liz Reisberg
Non-Board Positions:
Nominating Committee: Kim Barrett, four vacancies
Pinewoods Camp, Inc., Board Representative - Mark Ward

To update the CDS Boston Web pages
General CDS Boston site, English Dance Committee pages,
Special Events, Camps : Christine Robb
webmaster@cds-boston.org
New England Dance Committee:
Cortni Frecha <cortni@arrowmaker.org
or Mark Jones markjones@busybusy.org
CDS Boston ECD Collection recordings:
Dan Pearl daniel_pearl@yahoo.com



Other Regular Boston Area Dances
*always* call first to check details and directions

MONDAYS
Yankee Ingenuity Scout House Contra Series. Concord
Scout House. 7:30-10:30 PM. Various callers and guest
musicians; Yankee Ingenuity is Peter Barnes, Mary Lea, Cal
Howard, and Jack O’Connor. $8, students $5.
Info: (781) 272-0396 or (978) 369-1232
Scottish Country Dancing. Springstep, Medford.
7:45-10:15 PM. Live music. $7, $4 student.
Info: Laura Billmers, (781) 862-1950 or billmers@rcn.com or
see www.rscdsboston.org
TUESDAYS
Contra Dance for All @ MIT. 2nd and 4th Tuesdays. All
welcome, no experience, partner needed. 8-10:30 PM.
Band sit-ins welcome. $6, MIT & Wellesley students free.
Prospective callers & musicians, contact
acowan3@earthlink.net or (617) 354-0864.
Info: (617) 354-0864, MIT Folk Dance Club (617) 253-FOLK,
or mit.edu/fdc/www/contra.html
June 12, Lobdell Dining Hall (Student Center 2nd Floor).
June 26, Solstice Special, Student Center 491 (4th Floor).
July 10, Kresge Auditorium: Rehearsal Room A (basement).
August 7, Fall Anticipation, Student Center 407 (4th Floor).
September 11, Fall Beginner Dance:
Tony Parkes with Night Watch. Lobdell Dining Hall
2nd & 4th Tuesdays. Boston Gender Free English Country
Dance. (Experienced on 5th Tuesday) First Church of
Jamaica Plain UU, Centre & Eliot Sts. 7:30-10 PM. Come
at 6:30 PM with a brown bag dinner & socialize! Various
leaders. $7. Info: (617) 522-2216 (Janet) or (617) 512-5554
(John), or www.lcfd.org/bgfe/
May 29, Dance for Experienced Dancers; Christine Robb &
Chris Ricciotti calls with Recorded Music
June 12, Linda Leslie calls with music by Bruce Rosen, Ron
Dann, Johanna Bobrow
June 26, Graham Christian calls with music by Ken Allen
July 10, Sue Rosen calls with music by Bruce Rosen, Ray
Salvo, Donna Slonim
July 24, Last dance of 2006-2007 season - dances resume
Sept 11; Christine Robb calls with music by Ken Allen,
Johanna Bobrow, Ron Dann
THURSDAYS
New England Contras & Squares. Concord Scout House.
7:30-10:30 PM. $8, $5 students. NEFFA Contra. Info:
NEFFA, (781) 662-6710;
Cal, (781) 272-0396; Dan, (508) 229-2854;
or www.neffa.org/Thurs.html



FRIDAYS
2nd Fridays. Contras, Squares, & Couple Dances. Unitarian
Church in Carlisle MA. 8:00-10:30 PM, potluck at 6:30.
Sue Rosen, Walter Lenk with O’Connor’s Mob. $5.
Info: (617) 547-7781 or (978) 369-3353
3rd Fridays through June. Roaring Jelly: Contras and
Squares. 1st Parish Church, 7 Harrington Road, Lexington
MA. Beginners 7:45, dance 8-11 PM. Susan Elberger with
Debby Knight. $6. Info: (781) 944-3544,
RoaringJelly@hotmail.com
or www.trillian.mit.edu.~jc/ RJ.html
SATURDAYS
1st Sat. Usually Swing Dances, sometimes Contra or
English events. Check for flyers. Concord Scout House.
74 Walden St., Concord, MA
1st Saturday Contradances. Melrose Unitarian Universalist
Church, 70 W. Emerson St., Melrose. 7-10 PM.
Info: Cammydance@earthlink.net or
www.home.earthlink.net/~manystrings/
1st Sat. Contra Dance Berlin, MA 8-10:30 PM
Admission: $5 per person or $12 max per family
NEW Location: Berlin Town Hall, 2nd floor, 12 Woodward
Ave., Berlin, MA
1st Sat. Medway Contra Dance, 7:30–10:30pm. Christ
Episcopal Church, School Street in Medway, MA. $7 adults,
$3 teens, 12 and under free.
June 2 Bob Golder, Smoke and Mirrors
2nd Sat. New England Contras & Squares. 8-11 PM.
Concord Scout House. $9; $7(CDS-BC members), $5 (21
and under) Info: (857)499-8907
3rd Sat. Beth Parkes with Swinging on a Gate. Contra
Dance, 8-11 PM. Concord Scout House. $8; $6, 21 and under. Info: (978) 667-7459.
4th Sat. Walter Lenk with Jack O’Connor and Debby Knight.
New England Contras and Squares, 8-11 PM. Concord
Scout House. $8; $6, 21 and under. (617) 547-7781 or
(978) 369-1232
2nd & 4th Sat. Gender Role-Free New England Contra &
Square Dances. 1st Church of Jamaica Plain (UnitarianUniversalist), Corner of Centre & Eliot Sts. 7:30-11 PM
unless noted. $5 before 8 PM, $6 after.
Info: Janet, (617) 522-2216; Peter, (617) 971-0828; or
Chris (617) 469-4732; or www.lcfd.org/jp/
SUNDAYS
Scottish Country Dance. Church of Our Saviour, Carleton
& Monmouth Sts., Brookline. 6:30-8:30 PM. $4. Info: (617)
325-6657

Outside the Boston Area
*always* call before you travel

English Country Dance

Contras

Cape Cod, MA
3rd Friday, except Dec. Lively and Elegant English Country
Dance on Cape Cod. East Sandwich Grange, 85 Old
County Road, East Sandwich MA. Priscilla Adams & Linda
Nelson with Jan Elliott & friends. $8, $6 students & seniors.
Info: (508) 540-1151
South Amherst MA
MONDAYS
English Country Dancing. Robin Hayden with live music. $6.
Info: Robin at (413) 256-8260 or www.amherst ecd.org
SATURDAYS
1st Saturday. Amherst Assembly. 7:45-10:45 PM. Graham
Christian with various musicians. Special refreshments. $7.
Info: bray1699@yahoo.com
3rd Saturday. Pleasures of the Town English Country Dance.
7:30-10:30 PM. Music, Joyce Crouch, piano, & Doug
Creighton, flute & melodeon, with guest musicians. $7. Info:
(413) 253-3828, madrobin@rcn.com, or amherst ecd.org
June 16 Pamela Goddard from Ithaca, NY (w/guest Aldo
Fabrizi on mandolin)
July 21    Linda Nelson from Cape Cod (w/guest Wayne
Hankin on various winds --count them!)
Aug 18    Rich Jackson from the North Shore [MA] (w/guest
Wayne Hankin on various winds)
Sept 15   Brad Foster from Shutesbury, MA (w/guest Naomi
Morse on violin)
West Kingston, RI
SATURDAYS
English Country Dancing. Courthouse Center for the Arts,
3481 Kingston Rd., West Kingston RI. 7:30-10:30 PM. Live
music, guest callers. $10 Courthouse members; $12 nonmembers, subscription price for all six dances $48.
Info: (401) 539-3009 or www.CourthouseArts.org
New Hampshire
SUNDAYS
2nd Sunday, Sept.-June. English Country Dance in New
Hampshire. Concord NH: Presidential Oaks (Odd Fellows
Home), Minot St. off Pleasant. 5:30-8 PM. Marianne Taylor
calling. $7, $6 members. Info: Dave Bateman
(603) 433-2735, Marianne Taylor (603) 463-7771,
taylorgorman @juno.com; or www.nhecds.org
Connecticut
Fridays. English Country Dance. New Haven CT.
Neighborhood Music School Recital Hall, 100 Auburn St.
8-10:30 PM. $8. Info: (203) 776-6929

Rehoboth, MA
2nd, 4th and 5th Fridays
http://www.contradancelinks.com/rehoboth.html
June 8, Nils Fredland with Rumblestrip: Nat Hewitt, Liza
Constable & Glen Loper
June 22, Lisa Greenleaf , Dave Langford & Karen Axelrod
June 29, Sue Rosen, Beauty and the Beast: Jim Guinness,
Emily Troll & Debby Knight July 13, Lisa Greenleaf, Nat
Hewitt & Friends
August 10, Linda Leslie, Nat Hewitt & Friends
Salem, MA
1st Saturdays, October through June
http://www.contradancelinks.com/schedule_emass.
html#salem
Worcester, MA
2nd Saturdays
http://www.worcesterdance.org/
June 9, Tim VanEgmond with Polymorphous String Band
Melrose, MA
3rd Saturdays. A community dance at the Melrose Unitarian
Universalist Church, 70 West Emerson St., Melrose, MA.
http://home.earthlink.net/~manystrings/dance1.html
Greenfield, MA
Contra Dances nearly every Friday and Saturday night
see www.guidingstargrange.org
3rd Friday. Contra dance at the Guiding Star Grange.
401 Chapman St. 8 PM-midnight. $6. Info: (802) 254-2874
or bromczak@sover.net
South Amherst, MA
Swallowtail 2nd Saturday dance is discontinued
4th Saturday. Contra Dance. Callers Susan Conger, Susie
Secco, guests. 8:30 PM. $6. Info: Susan, (413) 367-9269 or
sconger@shaysnet.com
Cape Cod, MA
For general information about the following dances, contact
shabam@ais.net
1st Saturday. Contra Dance. Woods Hole Community Hall,
Main St., Woods Hole. Info: (508) 548-6229 or 548-6661
2nd Saturday. Contra Dance. Freedom Hall, 976 Main St.,
Cotuit. Info: (508) 563-6750
3rd Saturday. Contra Dance. East Sandwich Grange, Old
County Rd., Sandwich. Info: (508) 563-6934
5th Saturday. Contra Dance. North Falmouth
Congregational Church, 155 Main Rd., N. Falmouth.
Manchester, NH
3rd Fridays, Mill City Contra Dance -Air Conditioned!
Chris Weiler calls. Beginners Workshop 7:30pm
Dance 8-11pm $7 per person, under 12 free
250 Commercial St. Manchester, NH
http://www.nhdances.org/millcity/
June 15, Apple Crisp


For Those Who Travel
Connecticut
20th NOMAD (Folk) Festival
November 2-4, 2007
Wilbur Cross High School		
181 Mitchell Drive, New Haven CT
Web: http://www.nomadfest.org

Maine
Mainewoods Dance Camp
Indian Acres, Fryeburg, ME
Weeks August 11-17; 18-24; 25-31, Labor Aug 31 - Sep 3.
www.mainewoodsdancecamp.org
T: 617-426-1048 George Fogg

New York
Ashokan Fiddle and Dance Camps
Hosted by Jay Ungar & Molly Mason near Woodstock, NY
http://www.ashokan.org/ashokan/camp.shtml
Western & Swing, June 24 - 30
Contra Dance, July 21
Northern Week, July 22 - 28
Square & Cajun Dance, August 11
Southern Week, August 12 - 18
New Years Winter Camp, Dec 29, ‘07 - Jan 1, ‘08
Falcon Ridge Folk Festival
Falcon Ridge is a four-day community of folk music and
dance at the foot of the Berkshires in east-central New York
State.
July 26–29, 2007
Hillsdale, NY
www.falconridgefolk.com
Old Songs Festival of Traditional Music and Dance
June 22, 23 & 24, 2007
Altamont Fairgrounds, Altamont, NY
Old Songs is a family-friendly festival of folk, traditional,
Celtic and world music and dance, known for its relaxed
atmosphere, interactive sessions and workshops, hands-on
experience and participatory nature.
http://www.oldsongs.org



Vermont
24th Annual Champlain Valley Folk Festival
August 3–5, 2007; Kingsland Bay State Park.
A celebration of Folk Roots music from the traditional to the
contemporary. Concerts, workshops, dancing, jam sessions
Featuring Matapat, Peggy Seeger, Bruce Molsky, The
Moving Violations, John Roberts and Tony Barrand, Kathy
Anderson, mike Rafferty and Willie Kelly, Zal Idrissa Sissokho
Champlain Valley Folk Festival, 202 Main St, Burlington, VT
Info and advance tickets: cvfest.org or (877)850-0206 or
email info@cvfest.org

Canada
The ‘Ooh La La Dance Weekend’, July 6-8th,
Ways Mills, Quebec, just north of the Vermont border.
The weekend will feature mainly contras, with a small dose
of Quebecois dances, concerts in a small church, and a
shapenote singing session.
Lisa Greenleaf, and Crowfoot. Other performers and
callers include Mayfly, Grand Respir, Marie-Soleil Pillete,
and Jackie Hall.
The weekend also features delicious organic catering, and
an optional winetasting tour! Please visit the website for
more info: www.oohlaladance.com
Or contact Jackie Hall at: (819) 838-4140
oohlaladance@gmail.com

Greek Isles
Two Exciting New Trips! Dance and sail
the Greek isles on a 3 masted schooner!
English dancing, September 12 - 21, 2007
Contra dancing, September 19-29,
Live music by Peter Barnes & Mary Lea
Calling by Scott Higgs
Classical Sites of Ancient Greece - Cultural tour offered before & after the sailing trips For complete details & itinerary,
visit: www.reeljig.com/mcfarland/
or email: Ken_mcfarland@earthlink.net

Ruth Hapgood
It was great to see so many Boston Centre dancers at Ruth
Hapgood’s memorial service January 25. Peter Barnes and
Jacqueline Schwab played three English country dance
tunes in the service, and more afterwards. The pastor read
Ruth’s description of seeing ECD for the first time -- the
dance was Hunsdon House -- and Peter played the tune on
the flute she passed on to him years ago. It was splendid.
Many thanks!
Here is Ruth’s “dance obituary,” which has already appeared
in CDSS News and online.
Longtime English country dancer and enthusiast Ruth
Hapgood died on January 6, 2007 at the age of 86, of acute
leukemia. Like so many others she found ECD while attending Swarthmore College, and joined their varsity team, attending a huge national rally at the Armory in New York City
in 1940. She later danced to May Gadd in New York, and
attended some early Boston Centre dances at the Charles
St. church. In 1976 Ruth returned to English dancing, now
at the YWCA in Central Square, at the same time producing
in daughter Fae another lifelong ECD enthusiast. Ruth continued to be a regular Wednesday night dancer until 1998,
when the aftermath of cancer surgery made going dancing
too difficult. She continued to walk through and think about
English country dances at home. She visualized dances “on
the ceiling” while lying awake at night, and in the hospital
requested her dance folder from home because she was
“sick of Indian Queen,” the only dance she could completely
remember. Even in her last days she would suddenly say
things like “sing me the tune for Orleans Baffled” or “show
me a set and turn single.” An inspiration to us all.
Fae Fuerst

FOLK DANCER’S “IF”
(With apologies to Rudyard Kipling)

If you can keep your place when all about you
Are keeping theirs and hoping you will, too;
If you can trust yourself when others doubt you
But make allowance for their doubting, too;
If you can skip and not be tired by skipping,
Or, being stepped on, don’t give way to hate,
Or on your toes you can refrain from tripping,
And don’t get there too soon, nor yet too late.
If you can dance a “hey” and know for sure
If you must pass the next by left or right;
If you can “side,” and “arm,” and, what is more,
Can keep your body straight, relaxed, and light;
If you can “ set,” and “gyp,” and “ cast” in such
A way that neither friends nor foes can blame;
If all steps count with you, but none too much,
And you can give to every tune its name.
If you can force your legs and arms and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so dance on when there is nothing in you
Except the will which says to them “Dance On!
If you can fill your every leisure minute
With Morris, Sword, or Country, or all three,
Yours is the Dance and everything that’s in it,
And--which is more--you’ll join the Team--maybe!
JUDITH COOKE.
Vol X, No. 8, December, 1946, English Dance and Song

vvv
vvv

Bulletin March, 1931

An Advertisement of Dancing Master Edward
Enstone, Boston, 1720.

The English Folk Dance Society, New York Branch
Programs for the March parties

DANCING MASTER. This is to acquaint all Gentleman and

March 3
1. Three Meet, 2. Newcastle, *3. Bonnets So Blue, 4.
Whirligig, 5. Rufty Tufty, *6. Epping Forest, 7. Dick’s Maggot,
8. The Black Nag.
MASTER OF CEREMONIES: Mr. Albert C. Smith
HOSTESS: Miss Imogene Hurd Steeves
INTERLUDE: Songs by Miss Carmen Reuben
March 17 St. Patrick’s Party
1. Goddesses, 2. The Ribbon Dance, *3. Gathering
Peascods, 4. A Trip to Paris, 5. The Merry, Merry Milkmaids
*6. The Rowling Eye, 7. Argeers, 8. Christchurch Bells.
MASTER OF CEREMONIES: Mr. Philip Merrill
HOSTESS: Dr. Margaret Stanley-Brown
INTERLUDE: A Folk Ballet
March 31 Costume Party
1. The Geud Man of Ballangigh, 2. Hit and Miss, *3. Haste
to the Wedding, 4. Piper’s Fancy, 5. If All the World Were
Paper, *6. The Virginia Reel, 7. Step Stateley, 8. Sellenger’s
Round.
MASTER OF CEREMONIES: Mr. Leonard E. Smith
HOSTESS: Miss Evelyn K. Wells
INTERLUDE: National dances by a Ukrainian group
(Starred dances will be taught)

others, that Edward Enstone, Dancing Master is removed
to a Large House in King Street, Boston, where young ladies may be Accommodated with Boarding and Taught all
sorts of Needle-work with Musick and Dancing, etc.
N. B. Dancing Days are Monday, Thursday and Saturday
afternoons. Thursdays being publick for all Gentlemen
and Ladies that please come and see the Performance”Boston Gazette, Sept. 12-19, 1720.
Dancing School. Whereas Enquiry hath been made by
several Persons, concerning the Opening of the Dancing
School in King-Street, in Order of Publick Dancing as formerly;
These are therefore to inform all Gentleman and others,
That for the future there will be no more such Meetings on
Thursdays.” Boston Gazette, Feb. 10-17, 1728/29.
From: Old-Time New England
The Bulletin of the Society for the Preservation of New
England Antiquities. Vol. XXV, No. 3,
January, 1935, Serial No. 7.
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CDS Boston Centre
Meetings

Communicating
with the Board

All meetings are open, and
members are welcome. Please
ask a committee member or officer for date, time, and place—or
call the office.

If you are planning an event
or some other matter requiring
consideration by the CDS Boston
Centre Board, please send a brief
summary to:

Boston Centre’s website:
www.cds-boston.org
Office telephone:
(781) 662-6710

president@cds-boston.org
or by mail to the address above
left corner

To Contact the Editor
If you are planning an event,
write it up! Send articles or announcements by e-mail to
editor@cds-boston.org
Phone Art Anger, (617) 795-0698
to arrange delivery of flyers

CDS Boston News

The Newsletter of the Country Dance Society, Boston Centre

Fall 2007
English Country Dance
As I’m writing this, the Wednesday summer
series is underway and has been fantastic so far.
We’ve had fabulous callers, musicians, dancers,
ice cream, in a great hall. Lots of familiar and new
faces, young and old, all looking very happy, and
in huge numbers! We’ve had to push everything
not glued to the floor out of the way to clear up
every inch of the dance floor - and it’s a large hall!
We’d love to see all this energy and enthusiasm
continue into the fall, and are busy lining up a
great list of callers and musicians once again for
the Wednesday evening series. Back by popular
request will be the dance of the month - we know
many of you missed it, so it’s back! If you get this
newsletter before August 22 and have a dance
you think is worthy of being a dance of the month,
write to edc@cds-boston.org. The plan is to do it
as the second dance after the break, so if you’re
one of those who leave at the break, you might
want to hang around just a little longer, or if you
arrive late, you might want to try to get there just a
little earlier - it’ll be worth your while!
We’re also changing the English Dance Basics.
Instead of offering it just once a month, we’re
offering it every single week so that you can bring
your friends whenever it’s convenient for them.
Confirm that it’s happening on the specific week
you want by writing to info-english@cds-boston.
org. And we’ll also have people available during
the breaks to answer questions.

Fall Favorites is in September again this
year - Saturday, September 29, to be precise,
and is celebrating its fifteenth anniversary! Bare
Necessities will be playing, with Helene Cornelius
and Barbara Finney leading the dances that you’ve
voted on – so make sure to vote to get in your
favourites! For those of you who fill up their

calendars way in advance, we’ll probably move
back to the end of October for 2008.

Christine Robb
Co-chair, English Dance Committee

The First Friday Series for
Experienced English Country Dancers
Be Part of the Glorious Tradition!
Join us for another exciting season of the finest
English Country dancing in Boston! The First
Friday series offers a more challenging evening
of the English Country Dance tradition’s beloved
classics and exciting newer dances. Dances will
be taught, but attendees should be familiar with all
basic figures and expect to learn dances quickly;
some dances may be done after talk-through only.
Dances will be held from 8:00 to 11:00 p.m. at
the Church of Our Saviour, Carlton and Monmouth
Streets, Brookline, MA. (Note: Dance location may
be moved if the Red Sox play at home on October
5, May 2, or June 6; please check website for
updates.) Admission is $9, $7 for CDS members.
For directions or more information visit
http://www.cds-boston.org or call Deb Karl
at (617)721-0600.

In this issue:
Cover: English Coutry Dance
A Personal Touch - President’s column - p. 2
CDS Boston Centre Dances - p. 3
Local and Far Away Dance listings - pp. 4, 7, 8
Remembering David McCauley Styker, Jr. - p. 5
Letters: Scholarships at Pinewoods - pp. 8, 9
New England Dance - p.9

A Personal Touch
How did you start dancing? I ask that question
of many people, in my role as a dance producer,
in hope of learning better how to introduce more
people to our dances. It turns out that nearly
everyone I quiz did not first arrive through their
own initiative, to participate in something they had
never done before. Rather, most describe some
one, or several people in their life that made the
occasion of going to a dance inviting, interesting
or fun, and wanted to find out more, and see what
the experience might be like. And to do it again.
That person often was a friend, sometimes a family
member, sometimes part a group of friends, or
a teacher or co-worker, and sometimes it was
someone that they did not know, who asked them
to come to a dance or festival for the first time.
I think each of us underestimates the persuasive
influence we might have, in inviting people we know,
and even people we do not know--to the pleasures
of dancing regularly to live music.
Anyone organizing any group of people knows
that no matter how many there are involved, over
time, people depart, for a variety of innocent
reasons. Perhaps their work life has changed, they
have moved, their family life has changed, or their
ride to the event no longer participates. My favorite
metaphor for this is filling a bathtub with the drain
open. To sustain our dances and our association,
it will always be desirable, and necessary, for us
to invite and welcome people to our activities,
who may never have danced before. Often… and
welcome them to come back.
I invite you to invite several people this year to join
you at a dance.
~Mark Jones
President, CDS Boston Centre

Need to look up a dance or venue?
Try one of these resources:
www.cds-boston.org
www.contradancelinks.com
www.facone.org/fdrb/home/



www.TheDanceGypsy.com

Since 1915
the Country Dance Society, Boston
Centre has been working to preserve and
promote the knowledge and practice of the
traditional and contemporary dancing and
dance music of England and New England.
The Boston Centre sponsors and produces
classes, parties, workshops, and residential
and special events featuring the best
performers and practitioners of English and
New England country dancing. Events are
open to all, and most feature teaching;
no experience or partner is required.

CDS Board Members
Officers:
President - Mark Jones
Vice President - Nikki Herbst
Treasurer - Ralph Jones
Clerk – Kim Barrett
Past President - Judy Erickson
CDS Board Members:
Susan Carr, Hal Wagner, Jacqueline Barnard,
Julian Cole, Otavia Propper, Lanier Smythe, Mark
Ward, Laura Wing, Diane Gonzales, Liz Reisberg
Non-Board Positions:
Nominating Committee: Kim Barrett,
four vacancies
Pinewoods Camp, Inc., Board Representative
Mark Ward

CDS Boston Center
Newsletter submission deadlines:
October 24, 2007
January 23, 2008
April 23, 2008
July 23, 2008

To update the CDS Boston Web pages
General CDS Boston site, English Dance
Committee pages, Special Events, Camps :
Christine Robb
webmaster@cds-boston.org
New England Dance Committee:
Cortni Frecha <cortni@arrowmaker.org
or Mark Jones markjones@busybusy.org
CDS Boston ECD Collection recordings:
Dan Pearl daniel_pearl@yahoo.com

Boston Centre Program

Info: www.cds-boston.org or (781)662-6710

Park Avenue Congregational Church, Park Avenue and Paul Revere Road, Arlington Heights
Scout House, 74 Walden St., Concord • Church of Our Saviour, Carlton and Monmouth Streets, Brookline

English Country Dance

New England Dance

The entire evening will be a mix of elegantly simple to
challenging dances, and traditional to contemporary
dances. Most dances will be walked through, with
teaching as needed. One or two may only be prompted,
not walked through (and will be announced in advance)

- $7 for CDS Boston Members,
- $9 for non-members and
- $5 for young people 21 and under.

Wednesdays

English Dance Basics will be offered before the dance
at 7:15; if interested, confirm that it’s available the week
you’re coming by writing to < info-english at cds-boston
dot org >. Opportunities to ask questions will also be
offered during the breaks
The dance of the month is back by popular request!
Dinner: On the third Wednesday of every month, dancers meet for dinner at a nearby local restaurant before
the dance, often at Sala Thai, 1379 Massachusetts
Avenue. If you plan to come, RSVP to <wed-dinner at
cds-boston dot org> by the Monday two days before,
so the restaurant can be given an estimated headcount.
Admission: Newcomers and students $4.00
Members $7.00
Non-members $9.00
12 dance Dance Card $75.00

2nd Saturday Contra Dances
at the Concord Scout House, 74 Walden Street,
Concord MA 01742

Check for flyers and calendars for unscheduled dates
Web page: www.cds-boston.org/american
Email: nedc@cds-boston.org
Committee Phone: 857-499-8907 OR
CDS-BC Office announcements: 781-662-6710
Note: No dance in September.
No Dance December 7th (Second Saturday)
October 13, 2007 (2nd Saturday), 8 - 11 PM
Caller TBA, with Gift of the Marcii:
Andrew Marcus - Accordion, Doumbek
Aaron Marcus - Piano, Concertina, Clogging, Vocals
Peggy Marcus - Bodhran, Mountain Dulcimer
November 10, 2007 (2nd Saturday), 8 - 11 PM
Caller and musicians to be announced

The Dance Card is valid at all Wednesday dances for
one year from the date of purchase and can be shared
with friends and family.

December 1, 2007 8 - 11 PM (1st Saturday)
Sue Rosen calling, with
Phantom Power: Lissa Schneckenberger, fiddle
Bruce Rosen, piano

Volunteering: Volunteers are always needed, particularly
with refreshments and putting things away at the end of
the dance. To help out, please talk to the door manager.

December 29, 2007 (5th Saturday), 8 - 11PM
Caller and musicians to be announced

First Fridays for Experienced Dancers
Church of Our Saviour.* 8:15-11 PM. For dancers
thoroughly familiar with basic English Country Dance
figures. All dances taught. $9; $7 CDS members
First Friday Experienced Dances will be held on
the following dates.
Please view the First Friday flyer or http://www.cdsboston.org for the schedule of dance leaders and musicians:
March 7, 2008
October 5, 2007
April 4, 2008
November 2, 2007
May 2, 2008
December 7, 2007
June 6, 2008
January 4, 2008
February 1, 2008

Gala Holiday Party
Saturday, 5 January, 2008 from 7:30 until 11:00
at the Concord Scout House

January 12, 2008 (2nd Saturday), 8:00 pm to 11:00 pmCaller and musicians to be announced

Scout House Benefit Contra Dance
November 30, 2008, (5th Friday), 8:00 pm to 11:00 pm
Benefit dance to support the operations and maintenance of the Concord Scout House. Co-sponsored
by CDS Boston Centre. Admission $17, $12 for young
people 21 and under.
Steve Zakon-Anderson, calling, with NIghtingale:
Jeremiah MacLane - accordion, piano
Becky Tracy - fiddle
Keith Murphy - mandolin, guitar, foot percussion

Boston Contra Dance E-mail lists:
concord-dance-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
boston-contra-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
tndc_notify-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
bostonareacontracommunity-subscribe@yahoogroups.
com



Other Regular Boston Area Dances
Mondays

Fridays

Yankee Ingenuity Scout House Contra Series. Concord
Scout House. 7:30-10:30 PM. Various callers and guest
musicians; Yankee Ingenuity is Peter Barnes, Mary Lea,
Cal Howard, and Jack O’Connor. $8, students $5.
Info: (781) 272-0396 or (978) 369-1232
Scottish Country Dancing. Springstep, Medford.
7:45-10:15 PM. Live music. $7, $4 student.
Info: Laura Billmers, (781) 862-1950 or billmers@rcn.com
or see www.rscdsboston.org

2nd Fridays. Contras, Squares, & Couple Dances.
Unitarian Church, 27 School St, Carlisle MA 8-10:30 PM,
potluck at 6:30. www.contradancelinks.com/carlisle.htm
Sue Rosen, Walter Lenk with O’Connor’s Mob. $5.
Info: (617) 547-7781 or (978) 369-3353
3rd Fridays through June. Roaring Jelly: Contras
and Squares. 1st Parish Church, 7 Harrington Road,
Lexington MA. Beginners 7:45, dance 8-11 PM. Susan
Elberger with Debby Knight. $6. Info: (781) 944-3544,
RoaringJelly@hotmail.com
or www.trillian.mit.edu.~jc/ RJ.html

Tuesdays
Contra Dance for All @ MIT. 2nd and 4th Tuesdays. All
welcome, no experience, partner needed. 8-10:30 PM.
Band sit-ins welcome. $6, MIT & Wellesley students
free. Prospective callers & musicians, contact
acowan3@earthlink.net or (617) 354-0864.
Info: (617) 354-0864,
MIT Folk Dance Club (617) 253-FOLK,
or mit.edu/fdc/www/contra.html
9/11: Fall Beginner Welcome; PE Credit Available for
MIT & Wellesley Students; Tony Parkes & Nightwatch
- Lobdell, 2nd Fl. Student Center
9/18: Equinox Festival; Tom Roby with Victor Troll,
Friends & Sit-Ins
9/25: Harvest Moon; Chris Weiler & Apple Crisp,
Friends & Sit-Ins - Lobby Bldg. 13
10/2: Autumn Leaves - Student Center 491
10/9: Columbus Day - Student Center 491
10/16: Klezmer Style Contra; Jacob Bloom &
ContraKlez with John Chambers, Friends & Sit-Ins Lobby Bldg 13
10/23: Lobby 13
10/30: Halloween Party - Student Center 491
2nd & 4th Tuesdays. Boston Gender Free English
Country Dance. (Experienced on 5th Tuesday) First
Church of Jamaica Plain UU, Centre & Eliot Sts. 7:30-10
PM. Come at 6:30 PM with a brown bag dinner & socialize! Various leaders. $7. Info: (617) 522-2216 (Janet) or
(617) 512-5554 (John), or www.lcfd.org/bgfe/

Thursdays
New England Contras & Squares. Concord Scout
House. 7:30-10:30 PM. $8, $5 students. NEFFA Contra.
Info: NEFFA, (781) 662-6710;
Cal, (781) 272-0396; Dan, (508) 229-2854;
or www.neffa.org/Thurs.html

always all
before you
travel


Saturdays
1st Sat. Usually Swing Dances, sometimes Contra or
English events. Check for flyers. Concord Scout House.
74 Walden St., Concord, MA
1st Saturday Contradances. Melrose Unitarian
Universalist Church, 70 W. Emerson St., Melrose.
7-10 PM. Info: Cammydance@earthlink.net or
www.home.earthlink.net/~manystrings/
1st Sat. Contra Dance Berlin, MA 8-10:30 PM
Admission: $5 per person or $12 max per family
NEW Location: Berlin Town Hall, 2nd floor, 12
Woodward Ave., Berlin, MA
1st Sat. Medway Contra Dance, 7:30–10:30pm. Christ
Episcopal Church, School Street in Medway, MA. $7
adults, $3 teens, 12 and under free.
2nd Sat. New England Contras & Squares. 8-11 PM.
Concord Scout House. $9; $7(CDS-BC members), $5 (21
and under) Info: (857)499-8907
3rd Sat. Beth Parkes with Swinging on a Gate. Contra
Dance, 8-11 PM. Concord Scout House. $8; $6, 21 and
under. Info: (978) 667-7459.
4th Sat. Walter Lenk with Debby Knight and Jack
O’Connor. New England Contras and Squares, 8-11 PM.
Concord Scout House. $8; $6, 21 and under.
(617) 547-7781 or (978) 369-1232
2nd & 4th Sat. Gender Role-Free New England Contra &
Square Dances. 1st Church of Jamaica Plain (UnitarianUniversalist), Corner of Centre & Eliot Sts. 7:30-11 PM
unless noted. $5 before 8 PM, $6 after.
Info: Janet, (617) 522-2216; Peter, (617) 971-0828; or
Chris (617) 469-4732; or www.lcfd.org/jp/

Sundays
Scottish Country Dance. Church of Our Saviour,
Carleton & Monmouth Sts., Brookline. 6:30-8:30 PM. $4.
Info: (617) 325-6657

David McCauley Stryker, Jr.
David McCauley Stryker Jr. may have carried no official or professional title, but for many
in Greater Boston and beyond, he was unquestionably King of the May -- at least, of the
annual May Day celebration that has been held in Cambridge, Mass., on the banks of
the Charles River every May 1st for the past three decades. Amidst dancers, singers and
onlookers gathered around the traditional Maypole, Stryker -- unfailingly attired in white
tails and a top hat festooned with flowers -- would serve as de facto master of ceremonies
for the event, exhorting all present to welcome the change in seasons. When he wasn’t
playing accordion to accompany the dances performed during the celebration, he was
dancing himself, or leading various folk songs associatied with the May.
Dave Stryker died a little more than a month after this year’s May Day, on June 6, having
battled cancer for the last year and a half.
Born in Amherst, Massachusetts, Stryker and his family also lived in California and
Connecticut. He took an early interest in the theater, working as a stagehand and artistic
contributor for a number of high school productions. He also had an interest in farming,
doing post-high school study at the Sterling School (now Sterling College) in Craftsbury,
Vermont, where he first encountered folk music and contra dancing, art forms that he
embraced enthusiastically. In 1980, he earned his Associates Degree from the University of
Massachusetts, studying Fruit and Vegetable Crops on the Amherst campus. It was there
that he found his true love, which would last the rest of his life -- Morris Dancing.
Morris Dancing is a traditional English seasonal custom, with roots in medieval courtly
dance and street theater. Nearly extinguished by the industrial revolution, the dance
was revived in Britain in the early 20th century, and has become remarkably popular in
North America in the past 35 years. Styker joined the Juggler Meadow Morris Men, a
sylistically seminal dance team in Western Massachusetts, where he readily absorbed the
choreographic influences of older, more experienced dancers. A tall, lean, well-built man,
Stryker developed a dance style that was profoundly athletic, precise, and passionate – an
impressive amalgam of upright dignity, innate grace, and raw masculine strength.
Styker’s singular dancing and personality were well known throughout the US, Canada
and UK. A long-time member of the Binghamton (New York) Morris Men, Stryker also
performed with teams in Connecticut and Vermont. In Boston, he served as teacher,
dancer, musician and “fool” for the Newtowne Morris Men, as well as musician for
Ha’Penny Morris. He served as an instructor at the Country Dance and Song Society’s
Pinewoods Camp near Buzzard’s Bay. For several years he mentored and taught for
Banbury Cross, a suburban Boston children’s dance team. Dave made several trips to
England to perform and research Morris dance. His last visit was in the summer of 2006,
with the American Travelling Morrice, a rarefied collection of talented dancers drawn from
across the US and Canada. Though weakened by the side effects of chemotherapy, Dave
performed a grueling schedule with vitality, dignity and courage.
While Morris dancing was his primary passion, and the button-accordion his main
instrument, Stryker also enjoyed playing American folk music on fiddle, banjo, upright
bass and guitar -- performing everything from English drinking songs to Zydeco to
rock ‘n roll classics with friends at pubs and parties. He was an extremely gifted chef as
well, specializing in a wide array of ethinic and goumet cuisines.
											

continued



He deeply appreciated good food and good wine, and he was always delighted to share
them with good company – sometimes preparing excellent meals for 50 or 60 people.
Dave’s cooking talents were highly acclaimed and appreciated by all the communities in
which he played a role.
Dave worked as a painting contractor. His early work in Western Massachusetts as a
steeplejack taught him the intricacies and concerns of historic preservation and restoration.
Many historic homes and public buildings in New England came under his brush. Dave
also participated in the fabrication and installation of several museum exhibitions in upstate
New york. Fearless in the face of tough jobs, his work was impeccable – clean, seamless,
quick and diligent, done with extreme care, high standards and a tremendous attention
to detail.
Dave Stryker was a man who was truly larger than life. He danced, played, cooked,
worked and lived with enormous energy, enthusiasm and passion, always on a heroic
scale. his courage, humor and love in his final days are an amazement and an inspirarion
to those who were with him. He touched the lives of thousands of people, directly and
indirectly. His presence will be sorely missed.
Dave is survived by his twin brother Stew, of Windsor, Vermont. He was predeceased by
his parents David M. and Jeanine (Platt) Stryker.
Memorial service on August 11th, 2007.
Memorial donations may be made to:
• Developement Office, Fenway Community Health Plan, 7 Haviland Street, Boston, MA
02115
• AIDS Action Committee of Massachusetts, Inc. Development Office, 294 Washington
Street, 5th Floor, Boston, MA 02108
• A Dave Stryker Send-a-Young-Dancer-to-England Fund is being formed. Until a
formal fund is established, please send donations to: DS-SaYDtEF, c/o Stew Stryker, 502
Moonrise Hill, Windsor, VT 05089



Outside the Boston Area
English Country Dance
Cape Cod, MA 3rd Friday, except Dec.
Lively and Elegant English Country Dance on Cape
Cod. East Sandwich Grange, 85 Old County Road, East
Sandwich MA. Priscilla Adams & Linda Nelson with Jan
Elliott & friends. $8, $6 students & seniors.
Info: (508) 540-1151

South Amherst MA Mondays & Saturdays
Mondays - Robin Hayden with live music. $6. Info:
Robin at (413) 256-8260 or
www.amherst ecd.org
1st Saturday. Amherst Assembly. 7:45-10:45 PM.
Graham Christian with various musicians. Special refreshments. $7. Info: bray1699@yahoo.com
3rd Saturday. Pleasures of the Town English Country
Dance. 7:30-10:30 PM. Music, Joyce Crouch, piano,
& Doug Creighton, flute & melodeon, with guest musicians. $7. Info: (413) 253-3828, madrobin@rcn.com, or
amherstecd.org
Sept 15 Brad Foster w/guests Naomi Morse on violin,
Jessica Murrow on oboe & English horn)
Oct 20 Joanna Reiner from Philly, PA
w/guest lydia ievins on violin
-- Our 15th Anniversary Celebration!!!
Nov 17 Tom Amesse from Staten Island

Rhode Island - Saturdays
Courthouse Center for the Arts, 3481 Kingston Rd.,
West Kingston RI.
7:30-10:30 PM. Live music, guest callers.
$10 Courthouse members; $12 non-members,
subscription price for all six dances $48.
Info: (401) 539-3009 or www.CourthouseArts.org
Sept. 15 Orly Krasner
Sept. 29 Michael Cicone
Oct. 13 Linda Nelson
Oct. 27 Tom Roby
Nov. 10 Sue Rosen
Nov. 24 Helene Cornelius

New Hampshire - 2nd Sunday, Sept.-June
Presidential Oaks (Odd Fellows Home), Minot St. off
Pleasant, Concord NH. 5:30-8 PM. Marianne Taylor calling. $7, $6 members. Info: Dave Bateman
(603) 433-2735, Marianne Taylor (603) 463-7771,
taylorgorman @juno.com; or www.nhecds.org

Connecticut - Fridays
English Country Dance. New Haven CT. Neighborhood
Music School Recital Hall, 100 Auburn St. 8-10:30 PM.
$8. Info: (203) 776-6929

Be sure to call first
for details and directions

Contras
Rehoboth, MA 2nd, 4th and 5th Fridays

http://www.contradancelinks.com/rehoboth.html
Sept 14 Tony Parkes and Rumblestrip (Nat Hewitt,
Liza Constable & Glen Loper)
Sept 28 Lisa Greenleaf and Beeswax Sheepskin
(Ethan Hazzard-Watkins, Anna Patton, Chuck Corman
and Roger Kahle)

Salem, MA 1st Saturdays, October – June

Tabernacle Congregational Church, 50 Washington St,
Salem. 8:00pm. $8; $6 seniors & students; $20 family maximum. Wear clean, soft-soled shoes. Beginners
welcome. Info (978) 745-9391 or lew134@lycos.com.

Worcester, MA 2nd Saturdays
http://www.worcesterdance.org/
September 9 Rhubarb Pie & Steve Howland
October 14 White Squall & Tim VanEgmond
Nov. 11 Einstein’s Little Humunculus & Christine Hale

Melrose, MA 3rd Saturdays
A community dance at the Melrose Unitarian
Universalist Church, 70 West Emerson St., Melrose, MA.
http://home.earthlink.net/~manystrings/dance1.html

Greenfield, MA nearly every Friday and Saturday
401 Chapman St. see www.guidingstargrange.org
3rd Friday. 8 PM-midnight. $6. Guiding Star Grange.
Info: (802) 254-2874 or bromczak@sover.net

South Amherst, MA 4th Saturday.
Contra Dance. Callers Susan Conger, Susie Secco,
guests. 8:30 PM. $6. Info: Susan, (413) 367-9269 or
sconger@shaysnet.com

Cape Cod, MA Saturdays
For general information about the following dances,
contact shabam@ais.net
1st Saturday. Contra Dance. Woods Hole Community
Hall, Main St., Woods Hole. (508) 548-6229 or 548-6661
2nd Saturday. Contra Dance. Freedom Hall, 976 Main
St., Cotuit. Info: (508) 563-6750
3rd Saturday. Contra Dance. East Sandwich Grange,
Old County Rd., Sandwich. Info: (508) 563-6934
5th Saturday. Contra Dance. North Falmouth
Congregational Church, 155 Main Rd., N. Falmouth.

Manchester, NH 3rd Fridays
Mill City Contra Dance -Air Conditioned!
Chris Weiler calls. Beginners Workshop 7:30pm
Dance 8-11pm $7; under 12 free. 250 Commercial St.
Manchester, NH. http://www.nhdances.org/millcity/
Aug 17 - Amy Cann, Vince O’Donnell & Carol Compton
Sept 21 - The Killer Bees: Erica Weiss, Mark Wholley
Oct 18 - Julie Vallimont and Friends



For Those Who Travel
Connecticut
20th NOMAD (Folk) Festival
November 2-4, 2007
Wilbur Cross High School		
181 Mitchell Drive, New Haven CT
Web: http://www.nomadfest.org

Maine
Mainewoods Dance Camp
Indian Acres, Fryeburg, ME
Labor Day: Aug 31 - Sep 3.
www.mainewoodsdancecamp.org
T: 617-426-1048 George Fogg

New York
Ashokan Fiddle and Dance Camps
Hosted by Jay Ungar & Molly Mason
near Woodstock, NY
http://www.ashokan.org/ashokan/camp.shtml
New Years Winter Camp, Dec 29, 2007 - Jan 1, 2008

Tennessee
Music City Masquerade
Nashville, TN    
October 26-28, 2007
Featuring music by Rodney Miller’s Airdance
and Russ Barenberg
Calling by Nils Fredland of New Hampshire
and Fred Park
Singing workshop by Suzannah Park
Contras, squares, music, singing, Irish set workshops
Dance on a great hardwood floor surrounded by our
wonderful decorations. Experience great southern
hospitality and find out why Nashville is one of the
friendliest dance groups around.
Visit our website: www.dancenashville.org
or call 615-385-9142

Letters: Scholarships at Pinewoods
Dear Country Dance Society, Boston Centre
and Pinewoods Camp Inc.
I want to thank all of you who allowed me to
attend Pinewoods Camp’s 4th of July Weekend
Session. I have heard about Pinewoods from
many friends over the years. Everyone comes
home every summer telling me how much they
enjoyed camp and how much they learned. I was
thrilled to be able to have a simillar expirience.
Just going to Pinewoods, meeting campers and
crew, learning Pinewoods traditions, and falling
into a Pinewoods way of life was incredible. The
community was so warm and welcoming, I was so
glad I could have my own niche in it.
I also really ejoyed the opportunity to take
classes and participate in forms of dance I’m
rarely exposed to. For that reason the highlight of
my weekend was Kari’s English Clogging class. I
Rapper Dance, and I’ve always had good control
over my feet, but with Kari I got to learn traditional
steps and a pattern that had been written by an
amazing clogger before I was born, which was an
incredible and new experience. I
learned a more traditional form of percusssive
dance than I had hitherto come across. I learned
new ways in which my feet could make noise, and
how to control those and other noises better than
I could before.
I’m really grateful that I got to have this
experience and I really hope I’ll be able to return to
July Fourth Weekend in future years. Thank you so
much,
- Alice Kaufman

Greek Isles
Two Exciting New Trips! Dance and sail
the Greek isles on a 3 masted schooner!
English dancing, September 12 - 21, 2007
Contra dancing, September 19-29,
Live music by Peter Barnes & Mary Lea
Calling by Scott Higgs
Classical Sites of Ancient Greece - Cultural tour offered before & after the sailing trips For complete
details & itinerary, visit: www.reeljig.com/mcfarland/
or email: Ken_mcfarland@earthlink.net



Editor’s note: The historical materials in the
previous issue of CDS Boston Centre News were
graciously contributed by George Fogg. --CF.

Dear Country Dance Society, Boston Centre
and Pinewoods Camp Inc.
I cannot thank you enough for allowing me to
attend 4th of July weekend at Pinewoods Camp!
I’ve considered myself a “folkie” for about a year,
now. Although primarily a musician, I started contra
dancing last summer. Since then I’ve also picked
up Morris and Rapper. It was amazing to find a
place where all these things and MORE were right
at my fingertips. Mix that with the best company
you could want, lots of parties, singing, good food,
and you have the way to live. Everything I needed
or wanted was at my fingertips. I was housed, fed,
taught and entertained! My only regret was that I
could not stay forever.
Something about Pinewoods separated it
from similar events I’ve been to. Part of it was the
unforgettable environment. I will always remember
sitting on the dock with friends and reveling in
the beauty of nature and the wonderful things
happening all around me. Pinewoods centered
me. It made me feel content with my life and who I
am. I made friends, I got to know old ones better,
and I feel that I took away from camp memories
that will stay with me and help me in the future.
I felt welcomed by the enthusiasm of long-time
campers to get me involved; to mentor me and
get me dancing and playing as much as possible!
I woke every day, and jumped right into learning.
With the help of Pinewoods teachers, I expanded
greatly on my skills in rapper and morris, learning
a creative approach to rapper (slip jig) and an
original morris tradition. I was introduced to English
country dancing for the first time at Pinewoods. I
was able to really get a feel for it, dancing to the
best calling around.
There was a whole contingency of folks my
age. Some have been coming for as long as they
can remember, others only the last few years, or
like myself, for the first time. But every one of us
was given special attention. We were being shown
the ropes, so to speak, so that this community and
this camp, this haven, will continue through the
next generation. I felt a part of that contingency,
and I mean to stay with it. I mean to come back
every year possible for the rest of my life.
Next year, though, I’ll be washing dishes!
Thank you again for an unforgettable experience!
- Eric McDonald

I had a wonderful time at First Weekend
this year with the scholarship CDS-Boston and

PCI awarded me. It gave me more opportunity
than I’ve ever had to play fiddle for classes and
the evening dances. I played for two-thirds of
each evening dance, as well as a rapper class
and a kids’ morris class. Aside from allowing me
to attend a weekend I couldn’t otherwise afford,
this scholarship also gave me the great honor
of making and building upon connections and
friendships with prominent musicians. I joined
those musicians on the stage at C# with some
apprehension about my lack of experience, but
by the end of the weekend felt comfortable in my
rapport with them on and off our instruments. I
look forward to playing music at Pinewoods and in
other settings in the future, and am so grateful you
helped me make this first step.
- Natty Smith

New England Dance
Second Saturdays at the Scout House continue
to be fun community dances welcoming beginners
and experienced dancers alike. The callers aim for
a mix of dances both accessible to beginners and
zesty enough to delight the most experienced.
In October the Second Saturday Scout House
contra dance welcomes The Gift of the Marcii for
their debut on the Scout House stage. They are a
high-energy contra dance band, using an unusual
combination of instruments and many original
tunes to create their unique sound. Andrew
Marcus plays accordion and doumbek, Aaron
Marcus adds piano, concertina, clogging and
vocals. And Peggy Marcus rounds the sound with
bodhran and mountain dulcimer. A familiy band
originally from Newton MA, the Marcii are now
spread to Syracuse, NY and Takoma Park, MD.
On November 30, in addition to the second
Saturday dance, we will co-sponsor a benefit
dance with the Scout House. Steve ZakonAnderson and Nightingale join up for crowd
pleasing dances set to a driving dance-groove.
The Scout House has once again undergone
repairs to it’s timber frame this summer and needs
your support- bring your friends to help fund our
community hall!
Cortni Frecha
New England Dance Committee
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CDS Boston Centre
Meetings

Communicating
with the Board

All meetings are open, and
members are welcome. Please
ask a committee member or officer for date, time, and place—or
call the office.

If you are planning an event
or some other matter requiring
consideration by the CDS Boston
Centre Board, please send a brief
summary to:

Boston Centre’s website:
www.cds-boston.org
Office telephone:
(781) 662-6710

president@cds-boston.org
or by mail to the address above
left corner

To Contact the Editor
If you are planning an event,
write it up! Send articles or announcements by e-mail to
editor@cds-boston.org
Phone Art Anger, (617) 795-0698
to arrange delivery of flyers

CDS Boston News

The Newsletter of the Country Dance Society, Boston Centre

Winter 2007-8
ESS Party

Boston Centre Holiday Party

Join Marianne Taylor, Vince O’Donnell and
Jacqueline Schwab for the grand finale to the
First February Weekend dance party. The
annual English Scottish party takes place
at the Church of Our Saviour, Brookline at
3:00 p.m. on Sunday, February 3. Here’s
your chance to relive the fun of an ESS
evening, or to discover why so many dancers
look forward to English Scottish Session
at Pinewoods. Admission is $10. Look
for the program on the website, or at your
local dance. Further information from Jean
Farrington, jffar@rcn.com.

Jan. 5, 2008 -- Save the Date!! Mark your
calendar once again for the CDS Boston
Centre’s annual EnglishCountry Dance Holiday
Party. As in years past, the gala will be held
on thefirst Saturday night of the new year
at the Scout House in Concord. All dances
will be taught, and an elegant dessert buffet
will be served. Admission is $12 at the door
($5.00 for students, no advance ticket sales).
Soft soled shoes are a must, festive attire is
encouraged! For more information, call Lynn
Jacobs at 978-371-2290 or Frank Attanasio
at 603-878-4332. Saturday January 5, 2008,
7:30 – 11:00PM, Concord Scout House, 74
Walden Street, Concord, MA.

Save the Date!
Sword Dance Workshop, Saturday March
29, 2008. The Grenoside Traditional Dancers,
one of the oldest continuous longsword sides
in England, will be presenting many aspects
of their dance, including several workshops
on the dance, a workshop on stepping in the
dance (which is done in clogs), calling-on and
related songs, and history of the Grenoside
Sword Dance. In addition, there will be classes
in beginning rapper, advanced rapper, open
longsword, and other workshops. Come and
experience a whole range of sword dancing
traditions and styles. Information on times and
places will be announced. For information and
to be placed on the list for notification of the
details, contact Judy Erickson (judyericks@
comcast.net), Susie Petrov (susiepetrov@
earthlink.net), or Tom Kruskal (tom_kruskal@
post.harvard.edu).
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Since 1915
The Country Dance Society, Boston
Centre works to preserve and promote the
knowledge and practice of the traditional
and contemporary dance and dance music
of England and New England. The Boston
Centre sponsors and produces classes,
parties, workshops, and residential and
special events featuring the best performers
and practitioners of English and New
England country dancing. Events are open
to all, and most feature teaching;
no experience or partner is required.

CDS Boston Center
Newsletter submission deadlines:
October 24, 2007
January 23, 2008

Country Dance Society, Boston Centre, Inc.
List of Officers, Directors,
and non-board offices
As of November 1, 2007
Term Limits:
President: One term. Elected via a four-year series
of presidential offices: President Elect (1 year),
President (2 years), Past President (1 year)
Other Board offices: Limit of two complete twoyear terms (partial terms are not counted)
* denotes term-limited, and may not be re-elected
to the same office in 2008.

Board Members
1) 2009 Wing, Laura - Term #1
2) 2009 Carr, Susan - Term #2
3) 2009 Gonzales, Dianne - Term #1
4) 2009 Wagner, Hal - Term #2
5) 2009 Reisberg, Liz - Term #1
6) 2008 Barnard, Jacqueline - Term #1
7) 2008 Cole, Julian - Term #1
8) 2008* Propper, Otavia - Term #2
9) 2008 Smythe, Lanier - Term #1
10) 2008 Ward, Mark - Term #1

April 23, 2008

Board Officers

July 23, 2008

11) 2009 President: Jones, Mark (Becomes Past
President 2009)

To update the
CDS Boston Web pages
General CDS Boston site,
English Dance Committee pages,
Special Events, Camps:
Christine Robb webmaster@cds-boston.org
New England Dance Committee:
Cortni Frecha cortni@arrowmaker.org
or Mark Jones markjones@busybusy.org
CDS Boston ECD Collection recordings:
Dan Pearl daniel_pearl@yahoo.com

12) 2008* Vice President: Herbst, Nikki - Term #2
13) 2008* Treasurer: Jones, Ralph - Term #2
14) 2009 Clerk: Barrett, Kim - Term #1
15) 2008* Past President: Erickson, Judy (vacant
in 2008)
---- President Elect: (next occupied in 2008, becomes president in 2009)
Non-Board Positions -- Elected or Appointed

Nominating Committee
Member Elected (3 year terms) (Board Nominates)
1) 2007 vacant
2) 2008 Barrett, Kim Term #1
3) 2009 vacant
Board Elected, from amongst the Board (two year
terms)
4) 2008 Erickson, Judy
5) 2007 Wagner, Hal

Pinewoods Camp, Inc.
Board Representative

Need to look up a dance or venue?
Try one of these resources:
www.cds-boston.org
www.contradancelinks.com
www.facone.org/fdrb/home/
www.TheDanceGypsy.com



(CDS Boston Center Nominates, PCI Board Elects)
1) 2010 Ward, Mark: Term #1 - (Full term is three
years) (Partial one-year term for 2006/2007)

“Jumping In”
I couldn’t help but admire its simple
construction. The top—a single plank of wood,
smoothed and polished, with extra squares of
wood on each end where people would stand.
The bottom—two more planks, straight where they
attached to the top board and rounded where they
made contact with the floor. The effect—a small,
self-contained seesaw that, when operated by
two trusting partners, would propel the pair higher
and higher into the air, producing bouts of laughter
as each enjoyed moments of defying gravity. As
a first-time camper, I had no idea what to expect
driving down the dirt road towards Pinewoods. I
knew I loved to dance, but I had never participated
in Contra or Morris, Rapper or New England
square dancing. What if I couldn’t keep up? What
if no one wanted to teach me the steps? But
then I made my way to C#, drawn forward by the
sound of musicians warming up. I stepped into the
warmly lit pavilion and felt at home. Throughout
the night, a marvelous thing happened. As I shifted
from one partner to the next, meeting people
from all different backgrounds, hearing stories of
past Pinewoods years, and being gently guided
through the unfamiliar steps, I felt myself loosen
up, open up, and finally forget all fear. The theme
of the weekend was to meet new people and try
new things, trusting that if you missed a beat or
butchered a step, all would only be laughing with
you. Live grandly or go home—it was a mantra
I could live with. With the dancing done and the
after party coming to a close, I retired to my room
exhausted but excited. My eyes were heavy,
but my mind was busy reflecting on all that had
happened since the afternoon—the pleasant
company of dinner, the wind off the pond, names
and faces whirling by, dancing to the memory
of a friend playing his hammered dulcimer. And
then my mind came to rest on the jumping board
I’d tried before the dance. While on the board,
there was no room for second guessing—each
person simply had to let their partner’s force
transfer through the board to them. You just had
to go for it. I couldn’t help but admire its simple
construction. The place—an old Girl Scout camp
transformed into a haven for dancers. The idea—
bring together a community of people and let them
play for an entire weekend, learning new dances
and meeting new friends. The effect—a sense of
belonging, a thirst to learn, and a desire to come
back every year after to Labor Day Weekend at
Pinewoods. -- Sarah Peterson

English Dance
at the Jane Austen Society
There has been a wonderful surge of interest
in Jane Austen literature and the world in which
she lived. Much of this arises from a synergy with
recent movies. One of the most endearing aspects
of the movies is to see how the dancing was
important in the lives of everyone, most especially
of the young. Some things never change: glance
up and down the line, notice the tender looks that
someone has for another, the subtle squeeze of
a hand as friends turn by the right, the glance of
apology when a mistake is made, the returned
smile of forgiveness. This is the way you really get
to know someone, even a stranger, as you dance
with them, get to know them in a way that is not
in your head, involves no words, and is all about
being in the present. Of course, in Jane Austen’s
day, the social contact was rather circumscribed:
you would certainly need an introduction to
dance with someone as their partner - but not
to the various dancers who would become your
neighbour as you progressed down the line and
back up again. To see this - to be a part of this
- in the physical present adds something to one’s
understanding of the life of a Jane that can be
obtained through no other experience.
Some of our English dancers had the pleasure
of meeting a number of Jane Austen enthusiasts
and cognoscenti when we were invited to perform
a demonstration of what Jane herself may
have danced - certainly she frequently has her
characters dance, and even names the dances
sometimes. The occasion was a meeting of the
Jane Austen Society of North America (JASNA
- see http://www.jasna.org), at the beautiful
Henderson House in Weston (http://www.neu.
edu/henderson/house.html), a pseudo-Tudor
building, if not quite as old as the Napoleonic
Wars, at least Victorian, and very much the kind
of house at which the rather more grand might
invite both the grand and the less grand to join in
their celebrations and entertainment. The Society
held a meeting on 16th Sept at which a number
of lectures were delivered, followed by a danceperformance by members of CDS-Boston of just
this kind of dance. We danced in the main hall,
with a stair going up one wall and a gallery around
the remainder - it seemed as if every corner was
occcupied by someone paying close attention to
what was going on. The demo-group’s director
Helene Cornelius gave a brief description of what
we were doing, and then introduced our Mistress



of Costumes, Veronica McClure, who, as she did
the previous year, outfitted us all in appropriate
costumes. Her knowledge is remarkable, matched
only by her practical ability: she described how she
had created costumes of the period when Jane
would have been dancing, when the clothes were
somewhat lighter than those of a decade or two
earlier and later - and the consequent effect on the
dancing could be discerned in our performance,
with certain movements becoming possible (such
as passing the lady under the gentlemen’s arm)
that were not current before or after, .
It was wonderful to be able to share once again
the pleasure that we obtain from dancing with
people who have a great enthusiasm for as well as
understanding of the period and its people.
- Julian Cole

A Call for Candidates to the CDS
Boston Centre Board.
The Nominating Committee of CDS Boston
Centre appreciates hearing from any CDS Boston
member who might be interested in becoming a
board member or officer. Also welcome are your
suggestions for potential candidates that the
Nominating Committee may speak to.
We anticipate three officer vacancies this year
because of term limits. We seek to nominate a
Treasurer, and a Vice President for two year terms,
and a future President (who will serve as presidentelect for one year, and president for two years,
and a past-president for one year). We expect at
least one additional board member vacancy. The
standard term of office for other board members is
two years.
The nomination process usually comes to
a conclusion by the end of February when the
board approves the Nominating committee’s
slate of candidates. The actual elections for
board membership conclude with the annual
membership meeting in March.
The nominating committee includes the
following people: - Kim Barrett <kab@acm.org>,
- Judy Erickson <judyericks@comcast.net>,
- Hal Wagner <hal.wagner@charter.net>,
And I too welcome an inquiry from any potential
board member. My home number is
978-897-7454. <president@cds-boston.org>.
~Mark Jones, President CDS Boston Centre



Concert Room Capacities to be
Doubled at NEFFA 2008!
The New England Folk Festival Association
is pleased to report that capacity limits for the
concert and workshop rooms at the 2008 Festival
have been doubled. The fire safety officer and
the building inspector for the town of Mansfield,
MA have approved NEFFA’s request for a ten
(10) square feet per person occupancy limit for
these rooms during the 64th Annual New England
Folk Festival, to be held April 25-27, 2008 at the
Mansfield, MA Middle School and High School.
In 2007 (the year in which NEFFA moved to
Mansfield from Natick, MA) many festival-goers
were affected by new room capacity limitations
that were imposed by Mansfield town officials.
Acting well within their scope of authority and
responsibility under state law, the officials chose
a conservative limit of twenty (20) square feet per
person, and required us to observe it. NEFFA
wishes to thank last year’s festival-goers for the
patience and understanding that you exhibited.
Mansfield town officials were very impressed by
your cooperation. Your spirit of community made
it possible for us to negotiate a very significant
increase in the number of attendees who may be
seated in concert and workshop spaces in 2008.
In 2008, as we did in 2007, we will still take
steps to protect your safety. NEFFA will post
the increased room capacity limit number at
each room entrance, and if necessary our room
monitors will control access when the capacity
limit is reached. We will continue to observe
all safety requirements, and will address any
problems that Mansfield officials may point out as
the Festival is ongoing. But we do anticipate that
our attendees will have a much easier time finding
seats in the concert and workshop spaces.
We’ll make many other changes (some highly
visible, others behind-the-scenes) to ensure your
enjoyment of the 2008 festival. Next April, we
invite you to return to NEFFA at Mansfield, to enjoy
the traditional folk music, dance, arts, and crafts
that arise from New England’s cultural history and
heritage.
Bob Golder
President
New England Folk Festival Association
Cambridge, MA

Boston Centre Program

Info: www.cds-boston.org or (781)662-6710

Park Avenue Congregational Church, Park Avenue and Paul Revere Road, Arlington Heights
Scout House, 74 Walden St., Concord • Church of Our Saviour, Carlton and Monmouth Sts., Brookline

English Country Dance

New England Contra Dance

Park Ave. Congregational Church, 7:30–10:30
A mix of elegantly simple to challenging dances, and
traditional to contemporary dances. Most dances will be
walked through, with teaching as needed. One or two
may be prompted only, not walked through.

at the Concord Scout House, 74 Walden Street,
Concord MA 01742

Wednesdays

English Dance Basics will be offered before the dance
at 7:15; if interested, confirm availability the week you’re
coming by writing to info-english@cds-boston.org.

2nd Saturday Contra Dances

- $7 for CDS Boston Members,
- $9 for non-members and
- $5 for young people 21 and under.
Check for flyers and calendars for unscheduled dates
Web page: www.cds-boston.org/american
Email: nedc@cds-boston.org

Dinner: On the third Wednesday of the month, dancers
meet at restaurant before the dance, often Sala Thai,
1379 Massachusetts Avenue. Please RSVP to wed-dinner@cds-boston.org by the Monday two days before.

Committee Phone: 857-499-8907 OR
CDS-BC Office announcements: 781-662-6710

Admission:
Newcomers and students $4.00
Members $7.00;
Non-members $9.00
12 dance Dance Card $75.00

January 12, 2008 (2nd Saturday), 8 - 11 PM
February 9, 2008 (2nd Saturday), 8 - 11 PM
March 8, 2008 (2nd Saturday), 8 - 11 PM

The Dance Card is valid at all Wednesday dances for
one year from the date of purchase and can be shared
with friends and family.

Friday, November 23, 2007, 8 - 11 PM
Lisa Sieverts with Rodney Miller & Gordon Peery

Volunteers are always needed. To help out, please talk
to the door manager.

First Fridays for Experienced Dancers
Church of Our Saviour. 8:15-11 PM. For dancers
thoroughly familiar with basic English Country Dance
figures. All dances taught. $9; $7 CDS members
First Friday Experienced Dances will be held on the following dates. Please view the First Friday flyer or
http://www.cds-boston.org for leaders and musicians:
Dec. 7, 2007; Jan. 4, Feb. 1, Mar. 7, Apr. 4,
May 2, Jun. 6, 2008

Harvard Square Dance 2nd & 4th Fridays
7:30 - 9:30pm; September through June
Harvard-Epworth United Methodist Church
1555 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA
$6 general, $5 members, $3 students
Please view flyer or http://www. cds-boston.org/friday.
html for leaders and musicians.

December 8th - No Dance

Special Events
December 1, 2007 8 - 11 PM (1st Saturday)
Sue Rosen calling, with
Phantom Power: Lissa Schneckenberger, fiddle
Bruce Rosen, piano

Scout House Benefit Contra Dance
November 30, 2008, (5th Friday), 8 - 11 PM
- - Pre-dance concert 7:30-8:00 PM - Benefit dance helps support the operations and
maintenance of the Concord Scout House.
Co-sponsored by CDS Boston Centre.
Admission $17, $12 for young people 21 and under.
Steve Zakon-Anderson, calling, with NIghtingale:
Jeremiah MacLane - accordion, piano
Becky Tracy - fiddle
Keith Murphy - mandolin, guitar, foot percussion

Gala Holiday Party

Boston Contra Dance E-mail lists:

Saturday, 5 January, 2008 from 7:30 until 11:00pm
Elegant dessert buffet, festive attire encouraged.
$12 at the door, $5 students (no advance tickets)
at the Concord Scout House. Bring soft soled shoes.

concord-dance-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
boston-contra-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
tndc_notify-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
bostonareacontracommunity-subscribe@yahoogroups.com



Other Regular Boston Area Dances
Mondays

Fridays

Yankee Ingenuity Scout House Contra Series. Concord
Scout House. 7:30-10:30 PM. Various callers and guest
musicians; Yankee Ingenuity is Peter Barnes, Mary Lea,
Cal Howard, and Jack O’Connor. $8, students $5.
Info: (781) 272-0396 or (978) 369-1232
http://lydiamusic.org/concord.html
Scottish Country Dancing. Springstep, Medford.
7:45-10:15 PM. Live music. $7, $4 student.
Info: Laura Billmers, (781) 862-1950 or billmers@rcn.com
or see www.rscdsboston.org

2nd Fridays. Contras, Squares, & Couple Dances.
Unitarian Church, 27 School St, Carlisle MA 8-10:30 PM,
potluck at 6:30. www.contradancelinks.com/carlisle.htm
Sue Rosen, Walter Lenk with O’Connor’s Mob. $5.
Info: (617) 547-7781 or (978) 369-3353
3rd Fridays through June. Roaring Jelly: Contras
and Squares. 1st Parish Church, 7 Harrington Road,
Lexington MA. Beginners 7:45, dance 8-11 PM. Susan
Elberger with Debby Knight. $6. Info: (781) 944-3544,
RoaringJelly@hotmail.com

Tuesdays

Saturdays

Contra Dance for All @ MIT. 2nd and 4th Tuesdays. All
welcome, no experience, partner needed. 8-10:30 PM.
Band sit-ins welcome. $6, MIT & Wellesley students
free. Prospective callers & musicians, contact
acowan3@earthlink.net or (617) 354-0864.
Info: (617) 354-0864,
MIT Folk Dance Club (617) 253-FOLK,
or mit.edu/fdc/www/contra.html
2nd & 4th Tuesdays. Boston Gender Free English
Country Dance. (Experienced on 5th Tuesday) First
Church of Jamaica Plain UU, Centre & Eliot Sts. 7:30-10
PM. Come at 6:30 PM with a brown bag dinner & socialize! Various leaders. $7. Info: (617) 522-2216 (Janet) or
(617) 512-5554 (John), or www.lcfd.org/bgfe/

Thursdays
New England Contras & Squares. Concord Scout
House. 7:30-10:30 PM. $8, $5 students. NEFFA Contra.
Info: NEFFA, (781) 662-6710;
Cal, (781) 272-0396; Dan, (508) 229-2854;
or www.neffa.org/Thurs.html

Holiday Cotillion

Sunday, Dec 16, 2007, 6:15–10:30pm;
Concord Scout House, 74 Walden St.
Concord, MA
Admission $17, students $10
advance tickets $15
Tony Parkes with Spare Parts
Elegant Attire Requested
781-272-0396; caldance@gis.net

Be sure to call first
for details and directions


1st Sat. Usually Swing Dances, sometimes Contra or
English events. Check for flyers. Concord Scout House.
74 Walden St., Concord, MA
1st Saturday Contradances. Melrose Unitarian
Universalist Church, 70 W. Emerson St., Melrose.
7-10 PM. Info: Cammydance@earthlink.net or
http://mysite.verizon.net/manystrings6/dance/
1st Sat. Contra Dance Berlin, MA 8-10:30 PM
Admission: $5 per person or $12 max per family
NEW Location: Berlin Town Hall, 2nd floor, 12
Woodward Ave., Berlin, MA
1st Sat. Medway Contra Dance, 7:30–10:30pm. Christ
Episcopal Church, School Street in Medway, MA. $7
adults, $3 teens, 12 and under free.
3rd Sat. Beth Parkes with Swinging on a Gate. Contra
Dance, 8-11 PM. Concord Scout House. $8; $6, 21 and
under. Info: (978) 667-7459.
4th Sat. Walter Lenk with Debby Knight and Jack
O’Connor. New England Contras and Squares, 8-11 PM.
Concord Scout House. $8; $6, 21 and under.
(617) 547-7781 or (978) 369-1232
2nd & 4th Sat. Gender Role-Free New England Contra &
Square Dances. 1st Church of Jamaica Plain (UnitarianUniversalist), Corner of Centre & Eliot Sts. 7:30-11 PM
unless noted. $5 before 8 PM, $6 after.
Info: Janet, (617) 522-2216; Peter, (617) 971-0828; or
Chris (617) 469-4732; or www.lcfd.org/jp/

Sundays
Scottish Country Dance. Church of Our Saviour,
Carleton & Monmouth Sts., Brookline. 6:30-8:30 PM. $4.
Info: (617) 325-6657
The Lancaster Contra Dance (once a month)
Sundays 2:00-5:00 PM October Through May
Lancaster Town Hall, 695 Main Street (Route 70),
Lancaster, MA Usually $8 and $5 for young people
http://www.songsailor.com/contra.html
December 16 2007 - a holiday celebration dance
Noon to 5PM $12 and $9 for young people:
Calling:George Marshall, Tim Van Egmond,
Lisa Greenleaf
with Swallowtail, and Anna Patton, Peter Barnes, Ethan
Hazard Watkins, Nils Fredland

Outside the Boston Area
English Country Dance

Contras

Cape Cod, MA 3rd Friday

Rehoboth, MA 2nd, 4th and 5th Fridays

Lively and Elegant English Country Dance on Cape
Cod. January 18, dance to be held at Fisher House, 13
Church Street, Woods Hole, MA. Linda Nelson with Jan
Elliott and friends. $8, $6 students & seniors. Basic figures taught at 7:30, dance party at 8 PM. Info: 508-5401151, or lindan@capecod.net. Important to ask about
dances after January 2008

South Amherst MA Mondays & Saturdays

8–11PM, General admission: $7.00; $4 for ages 16 and
under; $15 for families with children under 16.
http://www.contradancelinks.com/rehoboth.html

Salem, MA 1st Saturdays, October – June

Tabernacle Congregational Church, 50 Washington St,
Salem. 8:00pm. $8; $6 seniors & students; $20 family maximum. Wear clean, soft-soled shoes. Beginners
welcome. Info (978) 745-9391 or lew134@lycos.com.

Mondays - Robin Hayden with live music. $6. Info:
Robin at (413) 256-8260 or
www.amherst ecd.org
1st Saturday. Amherst Assembly. 7:45-10:45 PM.
Graham Christian with various musicians. Special refreshments. $7. Info: bray1699@yahoo.com
3rd Saturday. Pleasures of the Town English Country
Dance. 7:30-10:30 PM. Music, Joyce Crouch, piano,
& Doug Creighton, flute & melodeon, with guest musicians. $7. Info: (413) 253-3828, madrobin@rcn.com, or
amherstecd.org

Worcester, MA 2nd Saturdays

Rhode Island - Saturdays

Cape Cod, MA Saturdays

http://www.worcesterdance.org/
December 8:The Get Reel, Bill Fisher
January 12: Berlin Country Orchestra, Tim Van Egmond
February 9: Riverbend and Friends, David Kaynor
March 8: Einstein’s Little Homunculus, Linda Leslie

Greenfield, MA nearly every Friday and Saturday
401 Chapman St. see www.guidingstargrange.org

South Amherst, MA 4th Saturday.
http://www.alongtheriver.com/dances.html
For general information about the following dances,
contact shabam@ais.net
1st Saturday. Contra Dance. Woods Hole Community
Hall, Main St., Woods Hole. (508) 548-6229 or 548-6661
2nd Saturday. Contra Dance. Freedom Hall, 976 Main
St., Cotuit. Info: (508) 563-6750
3rd Saturday. Contra Dance. East Sandwich Grange,
Old County Rd., Sandwich. Info: (508) 563-6934
5th Saturday. Contra Dance. North Falmouth
Congregational Church, 155 Main Rd., N. Falmouth.

Courthouse Center for the Arts, 3481 Kingston Rd.,
West Kingston RI.
7:30-10:30 PM. Live music, guest callers.
$10 Courthouse members; $12 non-members,
subscription price for all six dances $48.
Info: (401) 539-3009 or www.CourthouseArts.org
Nov. 24 Helene Cornelius
Jan. 26: Linda Nelson
Feb. 9: Linda Leslie
Feb. 23: Michael Cicone
Mar. 1: Mary Jones
Mar. 15: Orly Krasner

Manchester, NH 3rd Fridays

New Hampshire - 2nd Sunday, Sept.-June
Presidential Oaks (Odd Fellows Home), Minot St. off
Pleasant, Concord NH. 5:30-7;45 PM. Marianne Taylor
calling. $7, $6 members. Info: Dave Bateman
(603) 433-2735, Marianne Taylor (603) 463-7771,
taylorgorman @juno.com; or www.nhecds.org

Mill City Contra Dance
Chris Weiler calls. Beginners Workshop 7:30pm
Dance 8-11pm $7; under 12 free. 250 Commercial St.
Manchester, NH. http://www.nhdances.org/millcity/

always all
before you

Connecticut - Fridays
English Country Dance. New Haven CT. Neighborhood
Music School Recital Hall, 100 Auburn St. 8-10:30 PM.
$8. Info: (203) 776-6929

For those who Travel:

travel

Toronto, Canada
Dec 31, 2007 - New Year’s Eve dance party -- featuring
Saskia Tomkins, Steafan Hannigan and a variety of call
ers! English, contra, waltzes and more...
Toronto English Country Dancers,
http://www.torontoenglishdance.ca

all

New York
Ashokan Fiddle and Dance Camps
http://www.ashokan.org/ashokan/camp.shtml
New Years Winter Camp, Dec 29, 2007 - Jan 1, 2008



A Christmas Poem

E.F.D.S. News Issue No. 3
March 1922.Lines to accompany a Christmas Gift.
From one Folk Dancer to another

‘Going Down Town’ I saw this bird
And thought of you at once occurred
He’s ‘Constant Billy’ ever true
A ‘Fine Companion’ unto you.
For from ‘Greenwood’ he had strayed
And in a shop had been mislaid.
‘Nonesuch’ as he I could espy,
More beauteous than a ‘Butterfly,
’From Northern climes where all doth freeze
He’s come to give you ‘Heartsease.’
Go ‘Chase the Squirrel,’ ‘Shoot the Owl,’
But pray do not maltreat this fowl!
In ‘Cuckoo’s Nest’ you’d never see
A bird one half as fine as he.
And ‘Fain I would’ to thee ‘Confess’
That he’ll ‘Step Stately’ –more or less.
And when you, ‘Lady in the Dark,’
“Jog On’ your way towards ‘Hyde Park’
Take Billy with you; then will he
Sing ‘Cheerily and Merrily’.
When ‘Gathering Peascods’ don’t forget
That Billy likes all he can get.
And ‘Oranges and Lemons’ too
For Billy’s nutriment will do.
‘Lumps of Plum Pudding’ too, you’ll find
Are very much to Billy’s mind.
In ‘Juice of Barely’ ‘tis his ‘Whim’
To drink you ‘Health’ – so give it him.
But ‘Laudnum Bunches’ are not good
For human or for penguin food,
Yet, should he, poisoned, dying fall,
Just blown him up—then—‘Up Tails All!
H. McM. B.
Transcribed by George A. Fogg, June 1, 2003

English Country Dance
As you read this, the year will be starting to wrap
up (figuratively and literally for those who are way
too prepared with their Christmas/Hanukkah/Yule
celebrations), and there’s a lot coming up in the new
year. To start us off on the right foot (all the better to
set with) Francis Attanasio and Lynn Jacobs will once
again throw their fabulous Annual English Gala Holiday
Party at the Scout House on Saturday, January
5, 2008. In February, Judy Erickson is starting an
experimental series at Springstep on the occasional
fifth Fridays: she’s planned two dances, February 29th
and May 30th. Keep your eyes peeled for information
about this series - it’ll be very different from anything
you’ve likely done before. Then in March we’ll have
another special spring dance at the Scout House on
the fifth Saturday, March the 29th, modelled after the
highly successful dance we had there last year.
In amongst all these dances there’s that little event
we like to call the Playford Ball, that one or two of you
may have heard of or attended in years past. The first
weekend ball prep workshop will be Saturday February



2, the second will be Sunday March 2, and then the
ball will be Saturday March 8. Note that it’s not the
first Saturday this year, as it’s always the day after
the experienced english dance in Brookline, to give
out of town attendees a little more dancing time
relative to their travelling time.
Wednesday leaders will continue to feature a
mixture of ball dances and non-ball dances over the
coming months so that you don’t have to feel like
you’re cramming for an exam. (If only school exams
could have been answered with a dance instead of
a pen! Could make for an interesting history test, but
might not work so well for physical chemistry...)
The Playford Ball will once again be at the lovely
hall in Perkins School for the Blind that we’ve
used for the last couple of years. Much like the
Wednesday series, the ball always needs lots of
volunteers to make it happen, so if you’re interested
in offering your time or baking, please do let us
know (and whether for the ball or special events or
Wednesdays or something else - we’ll happily give
you as much as you’re willing to do!). A useful multipurpose e-mail address for all things english within
CDSBC is info-english@cds-boston.org, whether you
want to shower us with praise, give us constructive
criticism, have brilliant ideas you want to share, want
to offer to help out...
Christine Robb
English Dance Committee co-chair

Ann Fairchild White Bruner
of Montpelier, Vt., passed away Sunday, July 1,
2007, at her home. She was 69.
Born and raised in Princeton, N.J., she graduated
from Princeton High School in 1955 and from Oberlin
College in 1959. She earned a master’s degree
from Case Western Reserve University in 1969 and
worked in social services as a child probation officer,
welfare administrator and elder services provider.
Ms. Bruner lived in Newton for 25 years, in a
cooperative household that she founded. There she
hosted singing events, gardened and shared many
good times with housemates and friends.
She was a lifelong champion of progressive social
causes, including equal rights for all, especially
people with disabilities. She enjoyed a lively debate
about politics and valued speaking up for people
who were not able to speak for themselves. Her
love of music permeated her days, from singing in
harmony with her sister as

a child, to learning folk songs as a young woman
in college, to playing piano in a contra dance
band in mid-life.
In 2004, she moved to Montpelier to be closer
to her daughter and son-in-law. At Westview
Meadows retirement community, she continued to
grow plants and make music and served on the
Residents’ Council.
She leaves her daughter and son-in-law, Erika
Bruner and Gary Rocha of Montpelier; one sister,
Meg White of San Francisco; her oldest childhood
friend, Susan Kinnell-Carty of Santa Barbara,
California; and a granddaughter, Eva.
In lieu of flowers, contributions in her name may
be made to the Women’s International League for
Peace and Freedom.

Several brief items about The CDS

Boston Centre board’s activities.

Sword dance:
It has for years been a difficulty in the morris and
sword ritual dance communities that there are
no experienced and active producers of longswords. Although wooden swords are available
and inexpensive (at $7.50 each through the
Country Dance and Song Society), it is desirable to
have metal swords. The swords in many teams’
hands are 15 and more years old, and declining
in number as they succumb to age, and bending
or breaking. Judy Erickson is actively pursuing
potential producers, with the ultimate aim of
producing a run of 50 or more swords for local and
national sale. We have high hopes that this scarce,
precious and expensive item will become available
again, to sword dance teams old and young
through-out North America.
Sword Workshop
The board expressed interest in sponsoring a
second “Sword Workshop Extraordinare” with
Great Meadows Morris and Sword. In 2007,
the workshop drew people from as far away as
Philadelphia. We’re looking forward to seeing a
second workshop in spring of 2008.
Camp Scholarships
An ad-hoc committee is in the process formulating
guidelines for Camp Scholarships for youth
and young adults that CDS Boston offers, in
partnership with the Pinewoods Camp’s “Next
Generation Initiative.” We hope to welcome more
applicants and better publicize opportunities for aid

to go to residential sessions this and future years.
More news to come with the March newsletter.
Springstep
CDS Boston Centre board agreed to affiliate with
Springstep Center for Dance and Traditional Arts
for 2008, and we will conduct several new events
there in the coming year. See this newsletter for
further information. Springstep’s web page is
www.springstep.org.
~Mark Jones, President, CDS Boston Centre

Fifty Years or More
a Letter from Douglas Kennedy
Director, English Folk Dance and Song Society
(mailed from England on May 27, 1965)
I can remember when one of our Morris Side
of six men-dancers (a chap named Claude
[Claud] Wright) was invited to visit the U.S.A. by a
Professor Baker.
This was in 1913 and the rest of us were green
with envy at Wright’s good fortune. It. was not
until 1927 that I had a chance to follow on his
trail, but by that time, Cecil Sharp himself had
crossed on several occasions and had been hailed
as a pioneer in the recovery of folk song in North
America. He also had established and widened
American interest in the English traditions of song
and dance.
While this process was going on he felt the
need of helpers. Some of these he found among
his new American friends whose names began to
crop up in his letters to us at home. Notably that of
Mrs. J. J. Storrow [Helen Osborn] of Boston who
seemed to bear a magic wand that waved away
any obstacles in Sharp’s path.
But he also called on help from England, first
my sister-in-law Maud Karpeles, who shared his
song collecting experiences and second, someone
who had just become the first folk dance teacher
employed by the English Folk Dance Society, a girl
named Lily Roberts [Conant]. Lily came to us in a
flurry of excitement to ask our advice about this
tremendous advantage involved in leaving England
and security for the unknown dangers of life in
the United States. It was wartime and, tied down
as we were ourselves, we naturally urged Lily to
accept this great chance which of course she did.
On arrival she was met by Helen Storrow and
this first encounter led to a close friendship that



lasted a lifetime, and to a marriage that changed
Lily’s name to Conant and her home from Yorkshire
to Boston and Lincoln.
Until we had the chance to see for ourselves we
heard of the enthusiastic way that the Bostonians
had taken to English folk dancing and how
delighted Lily was with the quality and style of the
American dancing. We also began to notice such
names as Louise Chapin, Dorothy Bolles, Evelyn
Wells, who were to become our dear friends when
later they came to England or we met, them in the
States.
For us at home in England this group of dancers
in Boston became as much a part of our Society
as the “Branches” in our own country with the
added interest that the “Americans” brought a
special zest to their performances which soon
began to infest our own style.
For much of this injection of total quality and
whole-heartedness we must thank our own
pioneer, Lily Conant, but also we must thank the
Americans themselves.
Our first visit as a family in 1927 gave us the
experience of a summer school at Amherst,
Massachusetts, and a visit to Mrs. Storrow’s camp
at Long Pond [,] which was later to develop in the
“Pinewoods” of today, and a visit to the house in
Lincoln. Later we were to enjoy the excitement
of going places which had long been names
to marvel at Winnepesaukee, [sic] Chocorua,
Crawford Notch, Cape Cod.
While all this interest was developing around
Boston we sent Marjorie Barnett to Rochester, [NY[
May Gadd to New York, [city] and gradually the
widely separate groups grew into a Society that
after some experiment with names became the
Country Dance Society of America. [DBA]
Throughout the formative period the fledgling
organization had the constant support of Helen
Storrow, backed by Lily Conant and her colleagues
in Boston, with May Gadd and her associates in
New York.
New groups sprang up between the two cities
and in the States to the South and the West. Now
the Country Dance Society has its contacts from
Coast to Coast and takes its place as one of the
National cultural forces and as an authority in the
“folk” field of America.
Douglas N. Kennedy
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Letter from Dr. Maud Karpeles
Hon. President of the International Folk Music Council,
London (dated August 22, 1965; addressed to Ken Crook)

It was in 1914, soon after the outbreak of the First
World War, that Cecil Sharp visited the United States
for the first time. The immediate purpose of his visit
was to teach the music and dances which he had
arranged for Granville Barker’s New York Production
of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”. But his visit was
to have consequences of greater importance: his
collection of folk songs in the Southern Appalachian
Mountains and his initiation of the revival of English
folk dance and folk song in America.
As soon as his duties at the theatre had finished,
he started on a round of lecturing and teaching in
New York, Boston and other sities; [sic] and before
returning to England he founded a U.S.A. Branch
of the English Folk Dance Society of which one of
the centres was in Boston.
For several years Cecil Sharp had been in
correspondence with Mrs. James Storrow, [Helen]
who will always be remembered on both sides
of the Atlantic as a benefactor of folk dance and
folk song. He visited her at her home in Lincoln,
Massachusetts, in 1914 soon after his arrival in
America. They quickly became firm friends, and
she gave him great encouragement in pursuing
his pioneer work. It was mainly at her instigation
that he made a return visit to America in 1915
to conduct the first summer school of English
folk dance and song at Eliot, Maine, and that he
arranged for Lily Roberts (Mrs. Richard Conant) to
come from England. I followed Cecil Sharp a week
or so later and except for six weeks in the early
part of 1916 1 had the privilege of being with him
throughout his stay in America and of helping him
in his work.
During the years 1916 to 1918, when not in the
Appalachian Mountains, we were busily engaged
in arousing interest in the dances and songs,
travelling continuously from city to city. The Boston
Centre played a big part in those pioneer days.
Helen Storrow and Lily Conant were among those
who were most active; and one remembers also
Emma Gibbs, Dorothy Bolles and, in particular,
Louise Chapin who right up to the present time has
devotedly carried no the teaching in the Boston
Centre.
At a time when his work in England had come to
a standstill and no one knew what the outcome of
the War [WWI] would be, Cecil Sharp felt that the
only assurance for the perpetuation of the dances

was that the tradition should be firmly rooted in
America. One may believe that in Boston this wish
that lay so close to his heart has been fulfilled and
that it may prove to be another instance in which
the traditions have been better guarded in America
than in their country of origin. Of this the supreme
example is to be found in the songs which Cecil
Sharp collected in the Appalachian Mountains.
As one who played a small part in its
inception, may I offer my congratulations to the
Boston Centre and express my admiration of its
achievements throughout half a century.
Maud Karpeles

Tribute to Professor George P. Baker
Professor of Dramatic Literature, Harvard
(taken from the Boston Transcript of
February, 1935)
[Note for the reader: the National Centre and the
Boston Centre of CDS were founded in the same
year, 1915. - Ed.]

the Woods is a perfect creation and has been
a lovely setting for the dances as well as for
outdoor plays.
From this small beginning, branches of the
English Folk Dance Society have been formed
all over the United States and Canada, giving
recreation and pleasure to thousands of people of
all ages.
At Mr. Baker’s suggestion, Mr. Sharp came
to this country to collect survivals of English folk
songs and dances and was fortunate enough to
discover in the Kentucky mountains the Running
Set and other songs and dances that had become
obsolete in England.
Mr. Baker’s keen perception of music and
artistic projects, and his enthusiasm and energy
in promoting them have been of great value to the
country.
Boston, February 19, 1935. Eleanor Goodwin
Historical notes provided by George Fogg

To the Editor of the Transcript:
Mr. George P. Baker had so many vital interests
in dramatic and artistic lines in which he was
a pioneer that no one has mentioned that he
brought to this country the English folk dancing.
In 1912 he went to Stratford-out-Avon to see Mr.
Cecil Sharp’s revival of English folk dancing, and
in 1913 he brought one of Mr. Sharp’s dancers,
an attractive and picturesque young man, Claude
[Claud] Wright, to Chocorua, NH. Fifty-six children
and men and women joined the class held out of
doors at, Dr. Franklin Balch’s and afterwards in
Mr. Baker’s Theater in the Woods. Mrs. Charles
Peabody and Mrs. Robert de Courcy Ward and
Mrs. William H. Goodwin were among those who
supported the venture, and Mr. Baker himself
danced to within a year of his death. Through Mr.
Baker, Mrs. James J. Storrow [Helen] became
interested and from the groups arranged by her the
English Folk Dance Society of America came into
existence.
The group of Chocorua has continued to dance
together every summer since 1913 under the
voluntary guidance of Mrs. Le Grand Cannon, Jr.,
and Fifenen Peabody, who studied with Mr. Sharp
in England.
Mr. Baker was the inspiration of the group, and
his enjoyment and kindness were characteristics
which were a pleasure to everyone. His Theater in
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English Dance at Springstep,
Friday February 29th, and Friday May 30, 2008
7:30 pm to 10:30pm.
Open to beginners and experienced dancers.
Enjoy a relaxed dance party, with tea, coffee,
sherbet floats, and other refreshments available
throughout the evening, and tables and chairs in
the dance hall for socializing.
Learn traditional dances the traditional way, by
watching and doing. Demonstrations and minimal
calling will be provided as necessary. This dance
is for dancers of all levels, with an emphasis on
learning by watching. If you know the dance, jump
in! If you’re not sure, watch a few rounds and then
jump in! Set dances will be repeated for those who
want to watch first.
So bring your friends, come and chat, dance,
sit and watch, dance some more, and listen to the
music!
Music by Andrea Larson, Jim Ialeggio and
friends. CDS-Boston Centre Members: $10.00
Non-members: $12.00, Students: $5.00
Springstep is at 98 George P. Hassett Drive,
Medford, MA. For directions, go to www.
springstep.org.
For more information, call Judy Erickson
978-425-4877 or judyericks@comcast.net.
Refreshment contributions welcome!
The program and dance instructions will be
posted at www.cds-boston.org/.

An experimental dance
series at Springstep
Last year, the English Dance Committee and the
CDS Board spent some time contemplating the
structure and purpose of the Wednesday dance
series. We discussed the level of teaching, the
intended audience, the repertoire, the balance
between “class” time and “social” time, etc.,
with a view toward broadening the appeal of the
Wednesday series. Since those conversations, I
have been thinking about teaching and learning
English country dancing in the context of dance
classes in general. From the results of conversations
with many people, and the ruminations below, I will
present two dances at Springstep geared toward
a different way to experience English Country
dancing.
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I teach and learn in a variety of settings, from
a longstanding team with a set repertoire (Orion
Longsword), to short workshops for beginners,
to weekend events with many classes for many
levels. I also think back on my experiences as a
Scottish country dance teacher, choreographer
for Revels, participant in South African gumboot
dance workshops, and as a former dedicated
student of ballet and modern dance. Each dance
tradition has its own style of teaching and learning.
Scottish country dancing is quite codified, with an
emphasis on verbal instruction. At the other end
of the spectrum, my modern dance and ballet
classes were often conducted with no verbal
instruction at all, just two hours of demonstration.
Both traditions were taught by experienced
teachers, but the communication was entirely
different. I think if you asked a teacher of country
dancing (English or Scottish) how a certain figure
went, they would instinctively give a verbal reply.
If you asked a ballet teacher how a certain step
went, they would instinctively demonstrate rather
than describe it. Some of the difference may
come from the fact that many figures in country
dancing involve coordinating the movement of
several people, whereas ballet and modern are
often individual moves. But not all the difference
can be ascribed to that, since when we learned
parts for ballets (Coppelia, Les Sylphides), we
were physically moved around by our teachers
as instruction on how the corps was to arrange
itself. And country dancing certainly employs
demonstration. But there is a difference in that
country dancing relies on the verbal and invokes
the visual when the verbal fails. Ballet and modern
rely on the visual and invoke the verbal when the
visual fails.
This fundamental difference in style is reflected
in the learning of the students. A ballet/modern
student learns how to watch. They learn how
to watch many levels at once, from the basic
geography, to the phrasing, to the physical details
of the movement. Because verbal instruction is
cumbersome when it comes to communicating the
quality of movement, a verbally based instruction
system tends to de-emphasize the quality of
movement aspects (so hard to describe effectively!)
compared to the visual method. The verbally
based system encourages students to focus on
the aspects the words can communicate, such
as the geography. The verbal instruction method
also implicitly teaches that “knowing” the dance
means knowing how to recite the figures in words.
However, as my body can attest, when the music

of the opening for the Nutcracker Suite comes on
(guests arriving at the Christmas party), my body
still knows where all the entrances and exits are
that I learned 40 years ago. I don’t think I could
describe them in words, but I know them.
This version of knowing was very pointedly
brought out in the master classes I took with a
Zimbabwean gumboot group several years ago.
The class at the Green Street Studios was a group
of people who subscribed to the World Music
concert series (mostly middle-aged white ladies).
The Zimbabweans stood in front of us and danced
through the first couple of riffs. People started
asking questions. Clearly, the Zimbabweans
were not prepared for this. They expected us to
follow along, just “in the eyes and out the feet
and hands”. When asked what foot they were on
or how many counts something was, they had
no idea. Such information was not immediately
accessible to them in words. But they clearly knew
the dances. Their answer was to dance it through
to discover, by experiencing their own movement,
the answer to the analytical question.
I think back on times I first learned a dance or
dance style in the visual mode: contra dancing
in Western Mass. and southern New Hampshire
in the 70’s, square dancing at Quaker meeting
hootenannies (remember them?!), Appalachian
clogging on the sidelines of the Tuesday night
square dance in Philadelphia. The traditional
mode of learning traditional dancing was largely
employed: watch for a while, see how it goes, give
it a try. As the Zimbabwean guys demonstrated,
this is a time-honored system.
English country dancing as the Boston Centre
does it is not quite traditional dancing. The
repertoire is varied and some dances are complex
and highly choreographed. But neither is ballet
or modern dance a traditional form and the visual
emphasis for those styles is even more necessary
since words cannot convey all of the information
necessary to copy the style of a movement or
series of steps, and, in fact, the words cannot
convey some things about movement at all.
Our pattern for learning country dancing is
a verbally based instruction setting, where the
dancers listen individually to the instruction, which
is largely focused on imparting geography. What
does the dancer practice when they do this? They
practice relying on their own internal, individual
knowledge of their part in the dance, rather than
relying on watching the set to figure out the
movement and pattern as a whole. They practice

focusing on geography rather than the quality of
the movement or even, sometimes, the timing.
A dance can be done if you know your own part
well enough, even if you don’t know what anyone
else is doing, rather than being essentially a group
activity.
I do feel that this mode of teaching selects
for those who feel comfortable with the verbal
system, and does not encourage those who do
better with a visual mode of learning. The visual
method of learning could be employed more,
especially if it were overtly recognized as a learning
style that provides information on aspects of the
dancing that the words don’t convey well. We are
used to learning in a verbal mode and don’t even
remember that we learned to do this. Watching
is also a skill that can be learned and improved.
Verbally based instruction actively teaches the skill
of picturing the dance from the words. We don’t
actively practice learning a dance by watching.
Which means dancers often feel they “don’t know”
a dance if they can’t summon up the words for the
figures. But that is not the only way to “know”. If
you can watch any dance two times through and
then dance in, more dances are accessible than
if you have to be instructed in a dance before you
can do it.
With these thoughts in mind, I am presenting
two dances at Springstep on Friday February 29th,
and Friday May 30, both geared toward learning
by watching and learning by doing. I ask for your
active participation in this experiment. Think of
them not as dances “without” instruction, but
as dances “with” the opportunity to experience
a different skill set. And, of course, a lively and
relaxed social experience with great music and fine
company! The program will be chosen from the
following:
Apley House
Barbarini’s Tambourine
Broom, the Bonny,
Bonny Broom
Childgrove
Dublin Bay
Duke of Kent’s Waltz
Elizabeth
Fandango
Hop Ground
Indian Queen
Jack’s Health
Juice of Barley
Knives and Forks

Lass of Richmond Hill
Leather Lake House
Lilli Burlero
Mad Robin
Mr. Isaac’s Maggot
Mulberry Garden
Nottingham Swing
Salley in our Alley
Sion House
Softly Good Tummas
The Bishop
Trip to Kilburn
Trip to Paris
The Wood Duck

And including at least one surprise dance you’ve
never seen before! ~ Judy Erickson
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Change Service Requested

“Life may not be the party we hoped for, but while we are here we might as well dance.”

CDS Boston Centre Meetings
All meetings are open, and
members are welcome. Please
ask a committee member or officer for date, time, and place—or
call the office.
Boston Centre’s website:
www.cds-boston.org
Office telephone:
(781) 662-6710

Communicating
with the Board
If you are planning an event
or some other matter requiring
consideration by the CDS Boston
Centre Board, please send a brief
summary to:
president@cds-boston.org
or by mail to the address above
left corner

To Contact the Editor
If you are planning an event,
write it up! Send articles or announcements by e-mail to
editor@cds-boston.org

