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Fifty Years ofCDS Squares and
Contras
It was just about 50 years ago that Ralph Page began
calling square dances on a regular basis for CDS Boston. With
a few brief gaps, this practice has continued on a monthly, and
later weekly, basis to the present day. A great many callers have
led square and contra dances, along with many waltzes, polkas,
hambos, and other interludes, under the banner ofwhat is now
known as the New-England Dance Committee.
Attendance in the last year, however, has been so low as to
threaten the continued existence of this tradition. Adoption of
Open-Mike format for many evenings has brought a new
liveliness to some aspects of the program, and improved the
finances somewhat-but not decisively in either case.
Ifyou want to heIp CDS preserve this tradition, you have
one obvious means available to you-join the dancers as
frequently as you can, starting as soon as you can, andcontinu
ing as long as you can! And bring friends, too! Our experiences
in the next few weeks are likely to be the strongest determinants
of the Committee's recommendation to the Board about what
shape the series will have next fall-weekly, bi-weekly, monthly,
or none; more Open Mikes, more Big-N arne callers and bands,
and/or more theme parties. Your (written) suggestions are
indeed welcome, but physical presence is an essential aspect of
participatory dancing, and dwindling attendance is discourag
ing to an already dwindled committee.
Please make a firm commitment to a solid, friendly N ew
England tradition closely related to the English tradition; ifyou
don't, we cannot either.
-Art Anger, Chair
New-England Dance Committee

.

CDS Spring Dance Calendar onpages3-8.
Other area events on pages 4-7.
SpecialEvents, page 8.

Deadline for Summer Newsletter:
May 3, 1996. Details, page 2.

In Praise ofVolunteers
CDS-Boston Centre is, as most ofyou know, run entirely
by volunteers. Volunteers do everything-organize and present
dances, create our newsletter, serve on boards and committees,
arrange fundraising events, plan educational and outreach
events, help with the annual Food Booth, run Pinewoods
weekends, bake cookies, help with mailings, and do all the
other myriad tasks which keep the organization going. I
couldn't begin to measure the rime which generous volunteers
have contributed to the Boston Centre over the past year. What
would we do without you! Space concerns and the risk of
inadvertently omitting someone mean that the names ofevery
person who's done something for the Boston Centre aren't
listed here. You know who you are. Heartfelt thanks to each of
you from the members of the Board. Without you, there
would be no Boston Centre.
Could we use more volunteers? Of course we could.
Volunteering needn't take a lot of time. Perhaps you could
bring refreshments to a Tuesday dance, sit at the diir so a
committee member can dance for a while, or make sure there's
water to drink. Ifyou have other ideas for things you could do,
let us know. And when you see someone you know that has
been instrumental in making an event happen, let them know
how much you appreciate what they're doing. Everyone likes
to know that someone's noticed a job well done.
--Jean Farrington, President

Enjoy ~riety, Community, and
Party Fun in Contras and Squares
Tuesdays and First Saturdays at the "Y"
These are our American dances for all levels of dancers,
callers, musicians, organizers, and volunteers. It's here that
we're building our own local tradition with our own skills and
energy- with a little help from our friends-and that includes
you! Don't forget, someone always brings refreshments, in
cluded in the price of admission. We continue a few local
traditions: (and we'll tell you about them on page 6)
CDS Boston News

CDS Food Booth Endangered

Board Notes
15 November 1995
The Treasurer presented a summary showing recent fi~
nancial activity following the expected patterns. The Finance
Committee presented a first draft of a 1996~97 budget for
study.
Michael Berry, reporting on the fuHy subscribed First
Weekend 1995, noted that that its spirit was affected by the
recent death ofEd Durham, who had played a significant role
in creating this event. Ruth Reiner and Ray Schneider reported
on July Fourth 1995, noting that Frank Attanasio had coun~
tered recent attendance decline by pep-talk phone calls to some
prior attendees who hadn't registered. A budget was approved
for Labor Day 1996, proposed by Jack and Susan Janssen; it
included provision for an activities coordinator as initiated last
year. A budget submitted for the Playford Ball 1996 by the
English Committee was also approved.
A member visitor to the meeting was discovered to be
recording the proceedings without announcement; he yielded
to a vote requesting him to stop.
Doug Reiner reported that his fall ritual series to teach
Bledington tv10rris folded after two sessions because of mini
mal attendance. The Board saw a need to find more effective
links to the thriving ritual-dance activity in New England.
Art Anger reported the resignation from the New-En
gland Committee of Maureen Carey, who had been inactive
since early summer. Tami Sanderson and Joel Breazeale had
resigned more recently, effective after the December First
Saturday Contra, charging hostility on the part of other
Committee members. (One Board member had volunteered to
hear out the parties involved and report to the Chair and the

Due to Board of Health regulations, we can no longer sell
food that has been prepared in private kitchens as has been our
custom in the past. It may be possible to get access to a
commercial kitchen before the Festival, but it would certainly
be inconvenient for the cooking volunteers, at the least. So the
question is: Do we really want to have a Food Booth at the
Festival? Let us know what you think! Call Maureen Carey at
497-6732 to express an opinion or volunteer.

NEFFA Needs Volunteers
The annual New England Folk Festival is fast approach
ing, and as always needs volunteers to make it happen. As the
Festival is an all-volunteer effort, volunteers aren't just helpful,
they are absolutely vital to the existence of the Festival. To
express gratitude for the work they put in, the Festival provides
free admission
one hour of work gets you in to one 6 hour
session; four hours gets you in to the entire Festival.
Volunteering at the Festival can also be personally reward
ing - there is the sense of participation in the greater folk
community, the opportunity to meet and talk with the musi
cians, callers, teachers, and craftspeople at a more personal
level, and to learn how a large enterprise like the Festival is run.
All sorts of different types of volunteer jobs are available.
Anyone can be helpful; we need organizers, carriers, watchers,
stage crew, sound engineers, ticket-takers, listkeepers, parking
lot attendants; people to set up, take down, dean up; folks with
cars and trucks to help move equipment and things to and from
the Festival, and people to work behind the scenes to organize
next year's Festival. Call Nancy Hansen at (508) 875-0382 to
become a NEFFA volunteer.

Continued on page 9

CDS Boston Centre
Meetings
Meetings are open; all members are
welcome, but please call ahead to
confirm date, time, and place.
Board of Directors:
3 rd Wednesday, except July, 6:00 PM,
YWCA, 7 Temple St.. Cambridge

New England Dance Committee:
1st Tuesday, 6:00 PM 497-6732

English Dance Committee:

Communicating with
the Board
If you are planning an event or have
some other matter that requires con
sideration by the CDS Board, please
send a one or two-page summary to:
Jean Farrington
24 Frost Street
Cambridge, MA 02140
by one of the following dates for
consideration at the subsequent meeting:

Various dates and places, 7:00 PM.

If you are planning a future event, or
attended a notable past event, that you
would like to tell all your fellow mem
bers about, we would like to hear from
you.
Send articles, announcements, re
quests, or inquiries to:
Art Anger
MIT PO Box 397227
Cambridge, MA 02139-7227
E-mail: Anger@MIT.EDU

Call (508) 875·0382 for specifics.

Deadlines for Spring issue:
(covering May 1996

News Needed

August 1996):

Editorial and calendar: May 3rd ; Inserts (pre-approved): May 10th

Phone Art Anger, 899-8702 (h) or
253-7044 (0) to discuss assisting, or for
delivery instructions.
CDS Boston News
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1996 SPRING DANCE CALENDAR
For the latest information on events in the Boston area, call the CDS office, 354-1340.
A recorded announcement will bring you up to date.
~
Except where noted, all telephone numbers are in Area Code (617).

CDS REGULAR EVENTS
CENTRAL-SQUARE CONTRAS AND SQUARES
7:30-10:30 PM at Cambridge YWCA, 7 Temple St.
First Tuesdays: Tony Saletan, caller, with Vince O'Donnell, Carol Bittenson, Cal Howard, music.
Second Tuesdays: Open Mike. Cambridge Open Dance-Band Society. Callers: 629-2749; musicians: 924-5454.
Third and Fourth Tuesdays: Various callers and musicians
Fifth Tuesdays: Open Mike. for info: 354-0864..

First Saturdays: Open Mike; Spontaneous Combustion (open danceband). Info: 524-1767.
$5 regular;
$4.50 CDS Members;
$2.50 students with current student 1.0.
Contact: CDS office or Art Anger, 899-8702.
CONCORD CONTRAS AND SQUARES
7:30-10:30 PM at Concord Scout House, 74 Walden St..
Fifth Saturdays: Guest Callers & Musicians

$5 regular;

$4.50 CDS Members;

$2.50 students with current student 1.0.

Contact: CDS office or Art Anger, 899-8702.

WEDNESDAYS: ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE
7:30-10:30 PM at Cambridge YWCA, 7 Temple St.
Musicians: Bare Necessities (Peter Barnes. Earl Gaddis, Mary Lea. Jacqueline Schwab), and others.
Leaders: Helene Cornelius, Emily Ferguson, Barbara Finney, George Fogg, Rich Jackson, Robin Rogers-Browne

"Party-format" dance on last Wednesday of every month.

$6 non-members;

$5 CDS Members;

$2.50 students with current student I.D.

Contact: CDS office or Arthur Ferguson (508) 875-0382.

FIRST FRIDAYS: ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE FOR EXPERIENCED DANCERS
8: /5-1 / :00 PM at the Church of Our Saviour, Carleton & Monmouth Sts., Brookline

$5.00 for all.
All dances will be taught.
MARCH 1: Brad Foster, Leader; Jacqueline Schwab, Musician.
APRIL 5: Robin Rogers-Browne; Leader Old Peculier, Musicians
MAY 3: Barbara Finney, Leader; Jacqueline Schwab, Musician
JUNE 7: Boston Centre Leaders; Jacqueline Schwab, Musician
For dancers thoroughly familiar with basic English Country Dance Figures.
Contact: CDS office or Arthur Ferguson (508) 875-0382
Tuesday 27 February
Michael Resnick and Ann
Cowan; with Terry Traub and the

Contramaniacs, Barbara McOwen, and
Cal Howard. 6: 15pm potluck nearby.
Wednesday 28 February
English Country Party
Saturday 2 March
CDS Boston Centre Playford Ball
at the Weston Town Hall
Helene Cornelius with Bare
Necessities. See Special Events.

Saturday 2 March
First Saturday Open Mike led by
Ann Cowan; with Steven Cushing
and Spontaneous Combustion (drop-in)

Tuesday I 2 March
Ides of March Party. Open
Mike led by Steve Boylan; with
Rick Mohr and the Cambridge Open

Tuesday 5 March
Tony Saletan; with Vince
O'Donnell, Carol Bittenson, Cal Howard.

Danceband Society.

Wednesday 6 March
English Country Dance

Wednesday 13 March
English Country Party
Tuesday 19 March
Klezmer-style Contra Dance.
Dave Titus; with Barry Shapiro

and Barry's Contra-dance Cape/eye.
CDS BOjf01/ Newj
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OTHER BOSTON AREA DANCES
These regularly scheduled dances appear in the CDS Boston News when space is available.

MONDAYS

SATURDAYS

CONTRA DANCE, Concord Scout House,
74 Walden St., Concord. 7:30-10:30 PM.
Yankee Ingenuity, music, & Tony Parkes. caller.
$6. Info: (508) 667-7459 or 272-0396.

NEW ENGLAND SQUARES & CONTRAS, Concord
Scout House, 74 Walden St., Concord. 8-11 PM.
Alternating weekly schedule (except first Saturdays)
featuring callers Beth Parkes (508) 667-7459, Walter
Lenk 547-7781 & others; Live music by a variety of
bands. $5.

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE, Cambridge YWCA,
Instruction, all welcome.
7 Temple St. 7:45-10 PM.
$5. Info: 492-8180.

TUESDAYS
COUNTRY DANCE SERIES 2nd & 4th Tue.
Jamaica Plain MA, First Church fo jamaica Plain,
Unitarian-Universalist. Centre & Eliot Streets. Chris
Ricciotti, caller. Contact Chris 522-1 I 15 or Mike
Cicone 891-3296. $5.

THURSDAYS
NEW ENGLAND SQUARES & CONTRA DANCES,
VFW Hall, 688 Huron Ave., Cambridge. 8-1 I PM.
Variety of callers and bands. Air Conditioned.
$5. Info: 272-0396 or (508) 229-2854.

FRIDAYS
NEW ENGLAND SQUARES & CONTRAS. Third
Friday at First Parish Church. 7 Harrington Rd.,
Lexington. 8 PM. Roaring Jelly & caller Susan Elberger.
$5. Throu~h lune. Info: 235-0713, (508) 429-3466.

Wednesday 20 March
English Country Dance
Saturday 23 March
English Scottish party.
7:30 - 10:30 , Cambridge YWCA
Helene Cornelius, Maryanne
Taylor and White Cockade.
Info: 643-5945 or (603) 463-7771.
Tuesday 26 March
Gender-free Contra (all welcome
choose any role). Chris Ricciotti
and Rick F rank; with Monkey
Island. 6: 15pm potluck nearby.
Wednesday 27 March
English Country Party
Tuesday 2 April
April-Fools' Contra Tony
Saletan; with Vince O'Donnell,
Carol Bittenson, Cal Howard.
4

CDS BOJton News

Ii

FIRST SATURDAY CHALLENGING CONTRAS,
All Saints Episcopal Church, 17 Clark St. (corner
Common St.) , Belmont Centre. 8-1 I PM. Calling by
Lisa Greenleaf. and guests; music by Unstrung Heroes.
$5. Info: (508) 877-1168.

SUNDAYS
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE, Church of Our
Savior, 23 Monmouth St., Brookline, 6:30-8:30 PM.
Instruction, all welcome. $3. Info: 864-8945.
FAMILY DANCES, Ist and 3rd Sundays. except
December 17; Concord Scout House, 74 Walden St.,
Concord. 2 - 4 PM, Various Styles and Leaders
(International, Contras, Squares); music: Cal Howard
and Friends; Refreshments. Info: 491-6083, 354
1340. $4/person, $15/family maximum. Suitable for
ages 5 & up.
RAGTI ME TEA DANCE. Last Sunday Afternoons,
January - April, Masonic Hall, 1950 Massachusetts
Avenue, Cambridge, 1:45 - 5:30 PM. Various couple
dances popular from 1890 - 1916. including Waltz.
Polka, Schottische, One Step. Tango. Foxtrot; various
musicians, beginning and intermediate workshops. $9
including workshop, Info: 964-7684.

Wednesday 3 April
English Country Dance
Friday S April
First Friday Experienced English
Dance Party: Robin Rogers
Browne. with Old Peculier.
Saturday 6 April
First Saturday Open Mike led by
Ann Cowan; with Steven Cushing
and Spontaneous Combustion (drop-in)

Tuesday 9 April
Open Mike led by Steve Boylan;
with Rick Mohr and the Cambridge
Open Danceband Society.
Wednesday 10 April
English Country Dance

Tuesday 16 April
Mary Devlin; with Amy Richard
son Larkin and Uncle Gizmo.
Wednesday 17 April
English Country Dance

Hands Four Spring Weekend

Free Sound Workshops

(ofNew England Contra and Square Dance)

Ever wonder how a sound system works? NEFFA spon
sors a series of free workshops for anyone who's interested.
While we're hoping to encourage people to volunteer to help
with sound at the Festival, you're under no obligation to do so.
Ifyou've ever wondered how sound systems work, or think you
do but want to learn more, or are just feeling a little rusty since
last year, this workshop's for you. Choice of three dates:
Sunday, 3/10, Noon - 4pm, Full Course for Beginners
Sunday, 3/31, Noon - 4pm, Full Course for Beginners
Sunday, 4/14, Noon - 2pm, Refresher Course
All workshops will be held in Southborough, MA. Call
Dan at (508) 229-2854 or send him email at:
pear!@sw.stratus.com to reserve a spot and get detailed direc
tions. Remember, although the workshops are free, you do
need a reservation!

WHO: callers: Lisa Greenleaf, Tony and Beth Parkes;
musicians: Yankee Ingenuity (Peter Barnes, Cal Howard, Mary
Lea, jack 0 'Connor), Swinging on a Gate (Alan Bradbury, judy

Francis, jim Guinness, Nat Hewitt)
WHEN: Friday-Sunday, May 17th-19 th , 1996
WHERE: East Hill Farm, Troy, New Hampshire at the
foot ofMt. Monadnock. The inn has hot tubs & swimming pools
(indoor & out), a marvelous view of the mountain, wonderful food,
and great rooms with private or semi-private bath.
HOW MUCH: $215 per person includes 2 nights in
double room, 6 meals, 6 dance workshops, 3 parties, snacks,
coffee, tax and service
CONTACT: Hands Four Productions, P. O. Box 641, Bedford,
MA 01730,508-670-9333 Email: bparkes@delphi.com

Changes in 2nd Saturday Schedule
The Concord Square Dance Committee sponsors the 2nd Saturday Dances at the Concord Scout House which has featured
Ted Sanella and the Concord Country Dance Band The committee would like to announce some changes to the scheduleThe
February 10th dance will feature Susan Elbergec, caller, and the Concord Country Dance Band. The dance is from 8:00 pm to
11 :00 pm and sit in musicians are welcome as are singles and beginners. General Admission is $5.00.
March 9th the featured caller is Sue Rosen. All other information remains the same.
April 13th is a benefit dance to celebrate Ted Sanella. More details will follow.
May 11 th the cal1er is Lisa Greenleaf.
June 8th the caller is Tony Saletan.
-Joanne Carpenter, Concord Square Dance Committee

Preview of 1996 Pinewoods July 4th Weekend
Ie's not too early to start planning your summer dancing
schedule. Ray Schneider and Barbara Finney have planned a
terrific Fourth of July weekend at Pinewoods this year-so
mark your calendars NOW! What better way to spend that
long weekend of July 4th through 8th than at the idyllic
Pinewoods Camp where you can get together with new friends
and old to dance, swim, sing, or play instruments?
The great lineup of teachers this year will be: Gene
Murrow and Helene Cornelius for English Country; Scott
Higgs and Rick Mohr for Connas; Kari Smith leading Clog
ging, N orrhwest, and Cotswold Morris; and] udy Erickson for
Longsword and Clogging. Also, Gene will have a second
Cotswold session, and Rick will teach a rapper class. New this
year will be Scandanavian couple dancing taught by Scott.
Musicians include the incomparable Karen Axelrod Tom
Kruskal Rick Mohr, Paul Eric Smith, Bill Tomczak, and Bare

Necessities (Peter Barnes, Earl Gaddis, Mary Lea, andjacqueline
Schwab). There wiU be a band class for musicians led by Gene,

Thanks to the favorable answers to last year's question
naire, the schedule will again fit in five classes per day. The
evening dances will feature alternating contras and English
country dancing, and will be preceded by a halfhour ofcouple
dancing. There are also after-dance parties, each with a differ
ent atmosphere, put on by campers.
More details and an application form are included in this
newsletter on the green-colored insert. In the past, the Fourth
of] uly session has filled up quickly, so don't hesitate-fill out
the application and send it in! (Note that applications received
before April 15th merit a reduced fee of$21 0.) Please join us for
this long weekend of great dancing and the opportunity to see
old friends-and meet some new ones. People wishing to
extend their time at camp should consider attending the
English-Scottish Session, July 8th through 12th,
If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to call
Barbara at (617) 630-9093, or Ray at (617) 522-4598.

-Ruth Reiner

and a singing session with]amie Beaton at the camphouse after
lunch.
CDS Boston News
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~riety, Community

& Local Traditions

(Continued foom page 1)
First Tuesdays: we feature our fine and only regular caller,
Tony Saletan. He tells some jokes and does a singing square or
two or four when he gets the chance. We love his voice and his
dances and the show he puts on, enjoyed by both beginners and
experienced dancers. He works with the same loyal crew each
month: Carol Bittenson and Vince O'Donnell on fiddles, and
Cal Howard on bass and piano; sit-ins are welcome, and
frequent! Bringyour gentle humor for theApril-Fools' session.
Second Tuesdays: we open the microphone to callers, led
by Steve Boylan (629-2749), and to musicians, led by Rick
Mohr (924-5454}- forming the Cambridge Open Danceband
Society. Although we're not very widely known, we have a good
dance with a lot offun. All callers, especially new and renewing
ones, are invited to participate in these evenings; we always
need more. Band turnout has been good, but we've got room
for more there, also; it's a great opportunity for practice.
Dancers, support your performing friends, and bring your
other friends and have a Good Time! Give you imagination
some free rein for the Ides of March evening.
Fifth Tuesdays: another Open-Mike event, led by Ann
Cowan (354- 0864) and supported by Terry Traub (643
6420) and the Contramaniacs, including Barbara McOwen s
fiddle and Cal Howards piano. All callers and musicians are
invited to join the fun with these fine people. Put on your
garlands and Aowers and join us for aSpring Fling on May
Day Eve; we'll have fun!
First Saturdays: our weekend venture in Open Mikes, led
by Ann Cowan (354-0864) and Steven Cushing (524-1767)
with Spontaneous Combustion; including the fine playing of
Demaris Rohsenow on hammer dulcimer and Colin Ferguson
on piano. Phone Ann if you're interested in calling, Steven if
in playing. If you're too busy to dance on weeknights, try this
event-with the kids, if you wish. Have some aerobic fun to
music.

Special guests-extra spice in addition to our standardfore:
-Klezmer-style Contra on March 19. Something differ
ent, called by Dave Titus, newly resettled from Wisconsin, for
the debut of Barry Shapiro and Barrys Contra-Dance Capeleye:

Terry Traub, Sandy Pliskin, Moury Martin, and Dan Peisach..
-"Gender Free" Contra on March 26. All welcome;
choose either role-a chance for women to lead and! or men to
follow without embarrassment. Led by fine callers Chris
Ricciotti and Rick Frank, accompanied by Monkey Island, a
fairly new band that's getting quite good. Both gay and straight
should enjoy this time together, as we drop traditional gender
roles and just dance, giving every individual the choice of any
partner.
-Mary Devlin on April 16. Mary's dropping in from Ohio
to join local wizards Uncle Gizmo. You know that has to be a
special event!
-Post-NEFF Roundup of Callers on April 23. Charlie
Fenton from San Francisco is one great caller who will join us
after the Festival. Rick Mohr will bring a great band to support
the great callers.
-Chris Ricciotti on May 21. Chris will be back for his own
show, assisted by the skilled and lively Contramaniacs de
scribed above.
-Memorial-Day Roundup of New-England Callers on
May 28. A local tradition, with local callers Dan Pearl, Larry
Jennings, Jacob Bloom, Steve Boylan, and more. Rick Mohr
and.fiends will be back to support them.
-Linda Leslie on June 18. She will return from her tour to
Denmark to call an evening of lively dances for us; music will
be supplied by the incomparable Jim Guinness with Judy
Francis and a fiddler.
-Final Dance & Birthday. We will finish the season with
a Trio or Quartet of callers and a band led by Steven Cushing.
Come celebrate Steven's Birthday with us. Maybe we can find
some ice cream, too ...

-Ann Cowan, Program Chair

•
6

CDS Boston News

(f

OUTSIDE THE BOSTON AREA
Please call the information number listed to confirm date, time and place.

FRIDAYS
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING in NEW HA
YEN. 12/1 and Alternating Fridays starting 1/5, no
dance 1/19 at Neighborhood Music School, 100 Audubon
St., New Haven, CT. 7:30-10:30 PM. Christine Helwig,
leader, assisted by Andreas Hayden; music by Marshall
Barron. Grace Feldman, Margaret Ann Martin, & (riends. $6.
Info: (203) 776-6929.
WORCESTER CONTRA DANCES,
First and Third Fridays at 8:00 P:M, through June,
beginner's session at 7:30, First Unitarian Church, 90
Main St., Worcester. $5., Info: (508) 755-7329
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE. Third Fridays,
Oaklawn Grange. Cranston RI. Soft-soled shoes. 7:30
10:30pm. $6. English Country Dances of Rhode Island:
Anne Richardson Info: (401) 331-3239.
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE on Cape Cod. 2nd
& 4th Friday, year-round. Barnstable MA, Unitarian
Church. Live music by Eleanor Calvin. 7:30pm. $1
Info: Francis & Marjorie Worrell 508-362-9570.
CARLISLE DANCES-Squares, contras, & couple
dances. Second Fridays of the month at the Unitarian
Church in Carlisle, MA, featuring O'Connor's Mob with
Walter Lenk, caller.
Potluck 6:30; dance 8:00 
10:30 PM. Through lune. $5 Info: 547-7781 or
(508) 369-1232

SATURDAYS
NEW ENGLAND CONTRA & SQUARE DANCE,
First Saturdays, Berlin Town Hall, Corner of Rt. 62
and Woodward. Sue Rosen, caller, and The Polymor
phous String Band, 8 - I I PM, $5
Info: (50S) 4SI~4S02, or (50S) 393-759S.
MEDWAY SQUARES & CONTRAS. 2nd Satur
days. Christ Episcopal Church, '4 School Street,
Medway, 8-11 PM. $6. Info: (50S) 533-1259 or

(508) 429-1773.
MYSTIC CONTRAS AND SQUARES, Second
Saturdays, Oddfellows Hall, Mystic. CT $6, Andy Derr,
(20l) 437-8189.
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE. Third Sat, Grange
Hall, Pequot Trail, Stonington CT, '14 mile east on Rt.
234, exit 91 off Rt 1-95. Peggy Vermilya (leader);
Peter Corbridge, Marianna Pinchot Avery (music). Soft
soled shoes. 7:30-1 0:30pm. $6. English Country
Dance of Greater Mystic: Peggy & Peter Vermilya
(203) 535-3623.

..

------------.~·~·~--·-.-~
----~--~·~I~.~--------
----. ~....---'

Tuesday 23 April
Post-NEFF Callers' Roundup:
Charlie Fenton and others;
with Rick Mohr and band.
6: 15pm potluck nearby.
Wednesday 24 April
English Country Party

Saturday 4 May
First Saturday Open Mike Jed by
Ann Cowan; with Steven Cushing
and Spontaneous Combustion (drop-in)

and the Contramaniacs, Barbara
McOwen, and Cal Howard.

Tuesday 7 May
Tony Saletan; with Cal Howard,

Wednesday 22 May
English Country Dance

Vince O'Donnell, Carol Bittenson.

Tuesday 21 May
Chris Ricciotti; with Terry Traub

and the Contramaniacs, Barbara
McOwen, and Cal Howard.

Tuesday 14 May
Open Mike led by Steve Boylan;
with Rick Mohr and the Cambridge

Wednesday I May
English Country Dance

Open Danceband Society.

Tuesday 28 May
Memorial-day Roundup of New
England Callers. Larry Jennings,
Ann Cowan, Erica Weiss,
Jacob Bloom, Steve Boylan,
and others; with Rick Mohr and
band. 6: ISpm potluck nearby.

Wednesday I S May
English Country Dance

Wednesday 29 May
English Country Party

Tuesday 30 April
May-Day Party. Open Mike led
by Ann Cowan: with Terry Traub

Friday 3 May
First Friday Experienced English
Dance Party: Barbara Finney
with jacqueline Schwab. $5,

Wednesday 8 May
English Country Dance

Saturday I June
First Saturday Open Mike led by
Ann Cowan; with Steven Cushing
and Spontaneous Combustion (drop-in)
CDS Boston News
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...--.-------IISPE C I AL EVENTSI-I- - - - - 
CDS Boston Centre Playford Ball

FAC

Evening

First Weekend at Pinewoods

8:00 PM, Saturday, March 2, 1996,
at the Weston Town Hal1, Helene
Cornelius with Bare Necessities.
Advanced registration required. Formal
or period dress encouraged. Afternoon
Workshop $25/person. Info: 354~1340
or (508) 875~0382.

March 30th, Memorial Hall,
Concord, MA Info: 491-6083.

June 14-16, Plymouth, Mass. Nat

New England Folk Festival

and others to be announced.
Info: (617) 876-5330.

Downeast Country Dance Festival.
March 8-9 South Portland, ME.
Info: Beth Lewis at (207) 772-6624
volunteers: (207) 865-6441; email:
blewis@mainelink.net

Returning Heroes' Ball.
7:30 - 11 :00 pm, March 16, Win~
chester, MA, 18605 Formal Ball;
music by Spare Parts; prompting by
Patri Pugliese. Reservations and Pe~
riod Costume Required, $IS/person,
$25/couple; For information, reser
vations, or help with costuming, call
Patri or Barbara at 396-2870.

Elegant

April 19-21 CaU354-1340forinfo,
(508) 875-0382 to volunteer.

Pinewoods July 4th Weekend

Mayday at the Charles River
Cambridge, MA. Dancers gather at
dawn at the Weekes Memorial Foot
bridge, near JFK Boulevard on the
Cambridge side of the Charles, to
watch Morris dancers, dance En
glish Country Dances, sing Mayday
songs, and dance around the May
pole, then process to other locations
in the Harvard Square area to do it
all some more.

Memorial Day Dawn Dance
3pm - 7am May 26, Brattleboro, VT
English Country 3-6 Barbara Finney
with Mary Lea, David Canteini &
Jacqueline Schwab; Contra Dance
from Bpm to 7 am, Lisa Greenleaf
with Tonal Panic?; Susan Kevrawith

CDS/RSCDS English/Scottish Party.
7:30 - 10:30 March 23, Cambridge
YWCA
Helene
Cornelius,
Bill Tomczak, Becky Tracy, & Keith
Maryanne Taylor and White Cock
Murphy; Jan Dreischer with The
Future Geezers. Gibson~Aiken Center,
ade. Jointly Sponsored by RSCDS
& CDS-Boston Centre. Info: 643
$6/English, $12/Contra, $ 17/Both.
5945 OR (603) 463-7771.
Soft-soled shoes or sneakers required.
Info: Kevin (413) 256-1233.

Tuesday 4 June
Tony Saletan; with Cal Howard,
Vince O'Donnell, Carol Bittenson.
Wednesday 5 June
English Country Dance

Friday 7 June
First Friday Experienced English
Dance Party: Boston Centre
Leaders with Jacqueline Schwab.

Hewitt Dave LangfordBethMurray
Bruce Rosen BillSmith Sarah Smith

July 4-8, 1996,Plymouth, Mass.
Info: Barbara, 630-9093, or Ray,
522-4598.

July Fourth Dawn Dance
8pm, July 4th, Brattleboro, VT, Con
tra Dance from 8 pm to 7 am,
Mary DesRosiers with The
ClayfootStrutters, David Millstone
with Grand Picnic. Soft-soled
shoes or sneakers required.
Gibson-Aiken Center, $12, Info:
Kevin (413) 256-1233.

•

Tuesday I 1 June

Tuesday 25 June

Open Mike led by Steve Boylan;
with Rick Mohr and the Cambridge

Three or four callers; with Steven
Cushing and band. Help us
celebrate Steven's birthday!

Open Danceband Society.
Wednesday 12 June
English Country Dance

Wednesday 26 June
English Country Party

Tuesday 18 June
Linda Leslie; with jim Guinness,
Judy Francis, and Nat Hewitt
Wednesday 19 June
English Country Dance
CDS BOJton News
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Board Notes
(continued from Page 2)
President.) Extension ofthe First-Saturday series was approved
for three months in 1996; it would be managed primarily by
Committee member Ann Cowan.
Jean Farrington, of the English Committee, noted that
their Fall Favorites party had made a surplus. They also

Session had a surplus over $1000, greatly assisted by various
people's contributions of"frequent-flyer" credits to staff travel;
they will again be solicited.
Three dates were suggested for the March Annual Meet
ing. The Special Events Committee was already lining up staff

recognized a need for tuning the CDS piano, and would discuss

for the associated dance.

it with RSCDS, who also use it. Terry Gaffney noted that the
neighboring Wednesday drumming group frequently contin
ued past their agreed Bpm termination time, so thar we should

17January 1996
The Treasurer reminded us that CDS-Boston's dance
series deficits need to be contained, but not bewailed; as is true
in many other organizations, they are compensated by mem
bership fees, special events, and interest on investments. To
help contain the deficits, a small delegation, headed by Herb
Jacobs, has been appointed to negotiate more favorable con
tract terms with the YWCA, to start in the faU; if necessary,
other sites may be considered. The Treasurer has now filed
informational tax returns covering the recent past; he suggested
that hiring a bookkeeper could help in keeping up with the
volume ofweekly accounting activity. Anticipating the coming
nominations of candidates for the Board, there was discussion
of the desirability of each Board member being, or becoming,
actively involved in one or more aspects of CDS program.
The English Committee obtained approval ofLyrlAhearn
as an additional member. They are continuing their study of
sound-amplification options. The New-England Committee
noted that they had hired a CDS member as publicity agent to
promote their events to about fifty local newspapers and radio
stations; some had clearly benefitted from it, but the December
First-Saturday dance didn't reach a comfortable attendance
until nearly intermission time.
Suitable actions in memory of Life Member Ted Sannella
were discussed, primarily supporting work of the Ralph Page
collection (at the University ofNew Hampshire) to which Ted
had devoted much energy in recent years.
Plans for the Annual Meeting Dance in March were under
way. Bonnie Armstrong and Maureen Carey volunteered to
provide some refreshments; they hope for additional contrib
uted items.

reiterate our concern to the YWCA management.
Most of the Board felt that it would be advisable to send
our a year-end fund appeal. Responding to inquiries from a
CDS member, Jon Weinberg and Ralph Jones presented a
draft of a policy on conflict of interest, for discussion at a later
meeting. Discussion of the Orion Longsword ritual group's
request for a grant, to assist their attendance at a sword-dance
festival in England, was also deferred. Lista Duren's resignation
from the Board, due to her departure from the area, was
announced, as was Joel Breazeale's from the Outreach Com
mittee. Ted San nella was said to be gravely ill.
27 December 1995
Treasurer Ralph Jones asked the Board to help find an
advisor to assess our insurance policy. He said he would
convene the Finance Committee to discuss investing some of
our mid-season working cash. He noted that the English
Scottish Session Committee hoped to run a fund-raising dance
at the YWCA on 23 March, and would designate 3/4 of any
surplus for CDS. Checks from July Fourth had only recently
been turned in. The Holiday Party had netted a very small
surplus this year, after a larger loss last year. Since one member
had been repeatedly questioning expenditures of $700 in a
report of the previous year, Ralph asserted that our current
assets and past paymen ts are all accounted for; there may have
been an error in the earlier report, or merely allocation to an
unexpected subaccount. He also explained that our contract
with the YWCA required renewal by year end, but only if we
wished to guarantee a 19% increase in rental rates; we have,
instead set up a negotiating committee (headed by Herb
Jacobs) to seek both better conditions and better rates.
As has been consistently true for the last year or so, our
membership count is a little lower than the previolls year's, but
dues and additional support total a little higher.
The Board adopted a policy on conflict of interest for the
Board and Committees, similar to one suggested by the Com
monwealth of Massachusetts for not-for-profit organizations.
It requires members to disclose potential personal financial
benefits from proposed actions, and not to participate in votes
'which \voldd atTect their inrere~l.
Sandy Borden presented a proposed budget for the En
glish-Scottish Session 1996, ..vhieh was approved. The 1995
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Invitation to 1996 Pinewoods June Weekend
FirstWeekend at Pinewoods Camp, in Plymouth, Mass., is a relaxed session
with daytime activities initiated by the campers. Families are welcome. The
musicians and leaders for the scheduled evening dances will be:

Nat Hewitt, Dave Langford Beth Murra),; Bruce
Smith, and others to be announced.

Rose~

Bill Smith Sarah

The weekend will begin on Friday afternoon, June 14th and run through
late afternoon on Sunday, June 16th. For more information, contact:
Katy Petersen and Jerry Callen
63 Orchard Street
Cambridge, MA 02140
876-5330
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Deadline for Autumn Newsletter:
August 1st, 1996. Details, back page.

From the President

New Dance in Salem, MA

An organization's Annual Meetings, like other anniversa
ries, inevitably inspires a backward look at the events of the
past year. CDS-Bmton f:et"\tre is no exception. As I reflect on
my first year as president, I think with particular pleasure ofthe
energy and enthusiasm of all the people who made CDS-BC
events ooth possible and enjoyable:
Committee members, chairs ofweekends and other special
events, officers and members of the Board, dance leaders and
callers, musicians, and all the other visionary people who
attended meetings, planned, organized, implemented, tele
phoned, e-mailed, edited, wrote letters and articles, cooked,
and otherwise contributed to the success of our endeavors.
Thank you all for making time for CDS-BC;
Dancers new and old, who support our activities with your
regular presence, thank you;
member whose dues and contributions ensure our
financial health, thanks from the Board and, especially, from
our treasurer.
What's on tap for next year? We're in the process of
renegotiating our space rental, since our current lease runs out
in August. We're taking a good look at our New England
dance programs, and considering all the options open to us.
We're finishing a project to develop guidelines which will
enable volunteers to concentrate more on inventive program
ming and less on developing financial reporting systems.
We're keeping tabs on the quality of our presentations to
enhance the enjoyment of those who participate in CDS
Boston Centre programs. It will be a busy year.
Farrington, President, CDS-Boston Centre

Focus is to provide the North Shore with lively folk, jig and
reel style music and teaching of Contra, Square, Traditional,
and International dances promoting exercise and fun for all
ages. The dance is sponsored by Bennett Enterprises. There is
free parking. Refreshments will be served.
Adults and children are invited to enjoy live music and
dance upholding a long time tradition. Simple dances are
taught in a laid back, fun oriented, party like setting. The
dances are extremely easy to learn and no partner or prior dance
experience is required. Most appropriate for ages 5 and up.
You'll be able to dosido and swing with the casual instruction
provided. Minimal fee of$5.00 per person, $15.00 maximum
per family. Please bring apairofcleansoftsoled shoes to change
into (to protect the soft pine wood floor) and wear light
clothing for your comfort.
May 24th: features Aidin Carey, an 11 year old caller, with
Angel Roman and Steve Boylan. Music created by Cal Howard,
Terry Traub, and Jonathan Finger. June 21 st : features the
beloved Sarah Gregory Smith calling with music created by
the well known Salem Country Otchestra. July 19th ; Jacob
Bloom calling with Einstein's Little Homunculus August 30th:
An Open Mike with Daryl Bennett with Beth Murray,
September 2Th: Two Fiddles with old time New England
dances taught by Dudley Laufman + Jacqueline Laufman The
First Universalist Society is located at 211 Bridge St., right
across the street from Parker Brothers and the Salem T Station
where you'll find free parking; please do not park in the tiny
parking lot next to the church. Directions: take 128 (north or
south) to exit 26 with Lowell St/ Peabody/Salem. Go 2.7 miles
straight through Peabody into Salem. Turn left at the light
(you'll be passing Sylvania on the right). Take Bridge St. up .9
miles, through a small rotary, to the Parker Brothers Parking
lot on the left. When this lot is full you can park at the T station
also. Direct further queries to Daryl Bennett at (508) 744
3956.
-Daryl Bennett
tk'i u

~
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Grand Reunion Of Tuesday Night Dancers And More
• Springtime and Renewal! This year our usual Memorial
Day Roundup Of New England Callers will be expanded to
a full hall by a Grand Reunion of dancers who have ever
danced with us over 40 years on a Tuesday night. Everyone
who has ever danced on Tuesday night (anywhere is OK) is
especially invited to come join us on May 28 for this First
Annual Tuesday Reunion! Of course, everyone else who
enjoys or might enjoy Contra and Square dancing is also
invited. We welcome all!
We will invite as many old timers and recen t attendees as we
can identify and will have a bit ofhistory and maybe even some
humor to share. This is also a Call to all ofyou out there to help
us find you and others who can help make this a great event.
Pack up your memories and come!
Our Reunion callers' roster to date is: Larry Jennings, Dan
Pearl, Erica Weiss, Jacob Bloom, Steve Boylan and Ann
Cowan with Musicians: Rick Mohr, Walter Lenk and Debby

Knight.
We have a few other highlights in the last five weeks of this
dance season:
• We'll have another Second Tuesday Open Mike for Callers
and Musicians onJune 11, and these will continue through the
summer with dances July 8 and August 12. These events have
been quite popular, with as many as 16 (1) musicians, 6 Callers
and 47 Dancers. The music, led by RickMohr (924-5454), has
been great; the calling led by Steve Boylan (629-2749) good
and the dancing quite fine! We need all of you, and especially
invite new callers to give it a try.

• On May 21 exciting and innovative caller Chris Ricciotti
will be our guest, accompanied by Terry Traub And The
Contramaniacs with Barbara McOwen and Cal Howard so we
can expect a really fun evening. Join us!
• June 1 is our last First Saturday Open Mike ofthis season,
coordinated by Ann Cowan (354-0864) with music by Spon
taneous Combustion, an open band led by Steven Cushing(524
1767). Callers, Musicians and Dancers are most especially
welcome to share this rare opportunity with us. Begin this
summer of fun with us!
• June 4 will be your last chance this season for a dance with
the inimitable Tony Saletan. Tony really enjoys calling and
our special treat is the singing squares we look forward to on
most ofhis programs. He'll be accompanied by his exciting trio
of Carol Bittenson, Vince O'Donnell and Cal Howard. Don't
miss this opportunity!
• June 18, Linda Leslie, hot leader of the new generation of
long needed women callers will join us accompanied by the
really creative, lyrical band Swinging On A Gate with Jim
Guinness, Judy Francis and Nat Hewitt.
• On June 25 we'll have our last Trio of the season with
brand new caller Tamara Golden, versatile Erica Weiss and
legendary Larry Jennings accompanied by Steven Cushing's
Birthday Band with Steven Cushing, Laura Davidson, Norm
Nichols and Karl Goedecke. Join us to have a fun time dancing
and celebrating Steven's birthday.

- Ann Cowan, Program and Publicity Chair, NEDC

Board Report
20 February 1996 - The English Committee's weekend
activities featuring leader Fried Herman had lost a few attend
ees due to snow cancellation of Saturday's trains from New
York City; attendance was, nonetheless, sufficient to produce
an enjoyable event. Fried taught many beautiful and interest
ing dances new to this area, including several of her own.
President-Elect Terry Gaffney was gathering an ad-hoc
committee to review the programs of the New-England Dance
Committee, who had expressed concern for the future of their
activities. Membership included two Board members, a past
staff caller, two other callers, and two past Committee mem
bers. He hoped that they could propose a vision for the
program and suggestions for implementation.
The Treasurer was granted the right to pay limited amounts
for the numerous routine bookkeeping duties in tracking the
weekly and special events. The ballot and Annual-Meeting
arrangements were finalized. Other matters discussed were
acted on at later meetings.
2
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20 March 1996- In appreciation for all the effort that he had
given to the Society's activities, Tony Saletan was awarded a
Life Membership, to be presented at the Annual Meeting.
The Playford Ball was reported as enjoyable in spite ofsome
gender imbalance and bad weather. Two First-Saturday
contras in Cambridge had had disappointingly meager atten
dance, although turnout for the open bands was more than
adequate.
The Treasurer reported agreements with NEFFA to shift
allocated costs for some staff hours and to share the replace
men t cost for a copying machine. He also stressed the need for
timely reports from weekly and special events, including copies
of staff contract letters.
Late-changing requirements by the Natick Health Depart
ment, and an increase in space rental, made the operation of a
CDS Food Booth at the Folk Festival too uncertain to try this
year. Partial support was granted to an English-Scottish
Continued on page 10

Folk and Contra Dancing at the
Newest Dance Camp: Mainewoods

Contra Dance Choreography.- A
Reflection ofSocial Change

Mainewoods Dance Camp, founded in 1995 by acoalirion
of well-known dance instructors and longtime dance
afficianados, announces its 1996 schedule. Included are Inter
national, Eastern European, Balkan, Israeli, Tex-Mex, country
western, Scottish and English country dancing, contras, squares,
Scandanavian and novelty couple dances.
Located in a beautiful pine forest on the shores of Crescent
Lake at Northern Pines Conference Center, 20 miles north of
Portland, Maine, the faciliry offers a spacious wooden dance
floor, two beaches, swimming, boating, canoeing, hiking, and
ahot tub. Rooms have single and double beds, private or semi
private baths, are individually heat-wned and handicapped
accessible.
Mainewoods offers six one-week sessions, plus Labor Day
Weekend, from July 20 through September 2. An unusual
offering is their Ethnic Theme Days, during which each day is
dedicated to a different nation and features the cuisine and folk
traditions of that culture, and during which campers are
encouraged to dress in ethnic costume.
A festive atmosphere is created through on-going opportu
nities (both planned and spontaneous) to participate in special
"happenings", such as theatrical antics, parades, stunts, sing-a
longs, instrumental jamming, weddings, luaus, real and mock
celebrations. Gurests are invited to visit the kitchen to learn to
prepare ethnic dishes and to bake bread. Vegetarian meals are
available with fresh produce from local farms. Arts and crafts
provide a change of pace as well as mementos to bring home,
such as leaf-printed tee shirts or wycinanki - intricate Polish
paper cutting.
A special Ted Sannella Memorial Con tra Week, August 3
9, features callers Tony Parkes and Todd Whittemore, with
musicians Andy Davis, Lori Indenbaum, Keith Murphy, and
Becky Tracy. Ted Sannella, who died in November 1995, was
instrumental in organizing \1ainewoods.
Other instructors include: Mihai David, Jimmy Drury,
Ya'akov Eden, Mark Finlay, George Fogg, Ayalah Goren,
Teme Kernerman, the Kotanskys, Jacek Marek, the
Nemovichers, Sherry Palencia, Olga Sandolowish, Stew
Shacklette, Sandy Starkman, Marianne Taylor, David Vinski,
and Joe Wallin.
Cost is $450 per week, $225 Labor Day Weekend, includ
ing all taxes. \X1orkscholarships are available. For full brochure
or to register, contact Rae Nemovicher, 150 North Court,
Roslyn Heights, NY 11577; phone(516) 621-6273. After July
17, contact Rae at Mainewoods Dance Camp, 559 Route 85,
Raymond, Maine 04071; phone (207) 655-2633.Publicity
contact:Annctte Kirk 23 Jefferson Avenue, Northport, New

by Mary McNab Dart Garland Publishing NY 1995 271 pp
{(212) 751-7447}
Contra Dance Choreography, by \1ary Dart, is much more
than tracing the trends ofcon tra dance compositions. In order
to defend her thesis (Ph D from Indiana) that contra dances
reflect social change and contribute to that change, Dart
provides the first scholarly book on the contra dance world, its
communiry, its roots and its issues.
Dart, a dancer and musician, is completely at home with this
genre. Expect no foux pas here. She knows the mechanics of
contra dance and the music. Thus, the reader can sit back and
enjoy this book.
She begins with a historical brief ofcontra dancing followed
by an enlightened description of the components that make up
the dance: the dancers, the caller, the program, the music and
physical environment. Once this foundation has been estab
lished Dart then overlays it in several ways.
First, she follows the process of composing the dances
themselves. Here she adeptly identifies motivations ofwriting
dances, the impact communications has on the dissemination
of new dances as well as tips on composing.
Next, she analyzes factors which make a good contemporary
contra dance. They include 'flow', inclusion of figures like
swing, hey and Gypsy as well as formations like improper duple
and becket, degrees of complexity, the amount ofsocial inter
action, dancer's expectations, relationship to the music, the
activity level, and uniqueness of the dance.
The final layer involves the changes ofchoreography from
the 1950's to the 1990's. The same factors found above now
are given new meaning as each one is analyzed for changes. The
differences include increased symmetrical roles, more and
more formations, increased swinging, borrowing from English
and western dance traditions, increased complexity, multiple
progressions, fractional moves (i.e. 3/4 circle), and just a lot
more dances being written. And ifyou think you have seen all
the dances you are ever going to see - think again. Dart points
out that limiting choreography to just twenty moves in com
bination of7 slots, means a potentialof390,700,800 different
combinations or dances!
At this point, Dart addresses directly current concerns and
issues which are reflected in the changing choreography. These
include dance as sport and physical exercise vs. social event; the
change from a communiry dance to a dance communiry;
elitism (reflected in the center line syndrome and booking
ahead): integrating newcomers, lack of leadership, gender
issues, local vs. standardized sryling, and the individual vs.
community needs.

York 11768 Phone: (516) 376-8444 days; (516) 757-3627
evenings & weekends e-mail: kirk@cshl.org

Continued on page 4
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Book B eview (CootiO"M from

paRe 3)

What holds the reader throughout this well written study is
Dart's reliance on quotes from many of the major callers and
com posers ofcurren t con tra dance world. She relies heavily on
seven callers: David Kaynor, Steve Zakon-Anderson, Ted
Sannella, Fred Park, Tony Parkes, Gene Hubert, and Dan
PearL Five of these are considered to be the major composers
of dance today. Thus her analysis of choreography is made
stronger with their comments. Particularly of interest are the
contributions of Ted Sannella, the dean of contra dancing,
who just recently died.
Using over 30 quotations, Dart often captures the essence of
her authorities. Consider fiddler Steve Hickman: 'TIl watch
what the caller is teaching and just hope that my brain throws
out some tune, which is usually what happens. While-I'm
watching the dance, my brain start.'i going duddle deed Ie deedle
deedle duddle deedle dee doo. It just starts playing a tune along
with what I'm watching. And that's the tune I pick."
Or philosopher and caller Fred Park: "It is like going to look
at Picasso .. , and it's all a great big so-what, with eyes randomly
put anywhere, and illogical form too .. the twists and turns of
the body. And then coming to terms with the same kinds of
things Picasso was coming to terms with when he created any
given piece. To the uninitiated, Picasso is a piece ofjunk. To
the student, to the life-long aficionado, it is everything.
Ah, Picasso and contra dancing, one and the same. These
kinds ofquotes keep Dart's book moving along in an entertain
ing fashion.
Her reliance on these thirty sources does result in some
minor misconceptions. Without representation from the
western part of the country she allows to stand an East coast
caller's assertion that western callers' repertoires are a couple of
years behind the times; yet, Dart waxes eloquently about the
immediacy of today' s communications. Western callers are in
fact up to date because of faxes, internets, and traveling. And
many of them have been composing dances for the past fifteen
years so that the stereotype movement of dances from East to
West is, in fact, not true.
Dart also notes the lack of female composers. Again if she
had gone West she would have met Sandy Bradley who almost
single-handedly has spread the gospel of square and contra
dancing since the early 1970's throughout the West and even
into the East coast. Thus it is not unusual to find female callers
in the West who have modeled and been influenced by her.
And these callers are writing dances.
In an ideal world, additional interviews would have en
riched her story. Brad Foster, director ofThe Country Dance
and Song Society, would have given a broader view; Bob Childs
could have told the story of the unique Maine dance scene;
T od Whittemore, who was critical in the growth of the Boston
area dance scene; and Cammy Kaynor, who pushed the con
ventional with his unorthodox compositions, could have told
4
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their stories. She missed an opportunity, by not interviewing
Bob McQuillen, to compare the growth and changes ofdances
alongside the music. McQuillen is the premiere tunesmith of
the past three decades.
A theme lurking in her study but undeveloped was the
dancers' relationship with the music. Because of the fractional
moves, the heys, gypsies, and long swings (all noted in her
book), dancers are less likely to dance alongside the musical
structure. As a result, they are dancing less to the music itself
and more to the actual dance, propelled by moves that cut
across the musical phrases.
These points are minor in relationship to the overall contri
bution of this book.
Dart finishes her study with a glossary of the major contra
dance moves each with a diagram, an interesting biography of
each interviewee, and 20 contemporary contra dances most
frequently used by these callers. Interestingly enough, most of
these dances were written in the early 1980's and are not
considered "cutting edge" stuff. Finally her bibliography of
both published and unpublished sources is the most extensive
listing available today.
For the dance composer, this study is essential reading. For
the caller it is worthwhile reading. And for the dancer it's just
fun. At $70, however, the book is not for everyone. But get
your library to buy it and then check it out yourself.
-Review by Penn Fix Spokane, WA

1996 SUMMER DANCE CALENDAR
For the latest information on events in the Boston area, call the CDS office, 354-1340.
A recorded announcement will bring you up to date.
~ Except where noted, all telephone numbers are in Area Code (617).

CDS REGULAR EVENTS
CENTRAL·SQUARE CONTRAS AND SQUARES
7:30-10:30 PM at Cambridge YWCA, 7 Temple St.
First Tuesdays: Tony Saletan, caller, with Vince O'Donnell, Carol Bittenson, Cal Howard, music. Throui;h lune.
Second Tuesdays: Open Mike, Cambridge Open Dance-Band Society. Callers: 629-2749; musicians: 924-5454. Throuih AUi;ust.
Third and Fourth Tuesdays: Various callers and musicians. Throui;h lune.
First Saturdays: Open Mike; Spontaneous Combustion (open danceband). Info: 524-1767. Through lune.

$5 regular;

$4.50 CDS Members;

$2.50 students with current student I.D.

Contact: CDS office or Art Anger, 899-8702.

WEDNESDAYS: ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE
7:30-10:30 PM at Cambridge YWCA. 7 Temple St. Through June 19.
Musicians: Bare Necessities (Peter Barnes, Earl Gaddis, Mary Lea, Jacqueline Schwab), and others.
Leaders: Helene Cornelius, Emily Ferguson, Barbara Finney, George Fogg, Rich Jackson, Robin Rogers-Browne.
"Party-format" dance on last Wednesday of every month. (Except June!)

$6 non-members;

$5 CDS Members;

$2.50 students with current student I.D.

Contact: CDS office or Arthur Ferguson (508) 875-0382.

FIRST FRIDAYS: ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE FOR EXPERIENCED DANCERS
8: 15-1 I:00 PM at the Church of Our Saviour, Carleton & Monmouth Sts., Brookline.
JUNE 7: Boston Centre Leaders; Jacqueline Schwab, Musician (last dance!)
For dancers thoroughly familiar with basic English Country Dance Figures.
$5.00 for all.
All dances will be taught.
Contact: CDS office or Arthur Ferguson (508) 875-0382.

Wednesday May 15
English Country Dance.
Tuesday May 21
Chris Ricciotti; with Terry Traub

Saturday June I
First-Saturday Open Mike led by
Ann Cowan; with Steven Cushing and
Spontaneous Combustion (drop-in).

Friday June 14 - Sunday June 16
First Weekend at Pinewoods.
Plymouth MA. Contact Kate and
Jerry 876-5330.

and the Contramaniacs: Barbara
McOwen, and Cal Howard.

Tuesday June 4
Tony Saletan; with Vince

Tuesday June 18
Linda Leslie; with Swinging on a

Wednesday May 22
English Country Dance.

O'Donnell, Carol Bittenson, Cal
Howard.

Gate.

Tuesday May 28
Memorial-day Roundup of New
England Callers and

Wednesday June 5
English Cou ntry Dance.

Tuesday Dancers. Larry Jen
nings, J.B.Sweeney, Jacob
Bloom, Erica Weiss, Steve
Boylan, Ann Cowan, and
others; with Rick Mohr, Walter
Lenk, Debby Knight 6: I 5pm
potluck nearby.
Wednesday May 29
English Dance Party.

Friday June 7
First Friday Experienced English
Country Dance. Boston Centre
leaders, with Jacqueline Schwab.
Tuesday June I I
Open Mike led by Steve Boylan;
with Rick Mohr and the Cambridge

Open Danceband Society.
Wednesday June 12
English Country Dance.

Wednesday June 19
End of Season English Country
Dance Party.
Tuesday June 25
Larry Jennings, Erica Weiss,
and Tamara Golden; with

Steven Cushing, Laura Davidson,
Norm Nichols, and Karl Goedecke.
Come celebrate Steven's birthday!
Fourth of July Weekend at
Pinewoods. Plymouth MA.

Wednesday July 4 - Sunday July 8
Contact Barbara Finney 630-9093.
CDS Boston News
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OTHER BOSTON AREA DANCES
These regularly scheduled dances appear in the CDS Boston News when space is available.

MONDAYS

SATURDAYS

CONTRA DANCE, Concord Scout House.
74 Walden St., Concord. 7:30-10:30 PM.
Tony Parkes with Yankee Ingenuity,
Info: (508) 667·7459 or 272-0396.

NEW ENGLAND SQUARES & CONTRAS, Concord
Scout House, 74 Walden St., Concord. 8-1 I PM.
Alternating weekly schedule (except first Saturdays)
featuring callers Beth Parkes (508) 667-7459,
Walter Lenk 547-7781 & others; Live music by a
variety of bands. $5.

$6.

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE, Cambridge YWCA,
7 Temple St. 7:45-10 PM.
Instruction, all welcome.
$5. Info: 492·8180.

TUESDAYS
COUNTRY DANCE SERIES 2nd & 4th Tue.
Jamaica Plain MA, First Church of Jamaica Plain,
Unitarian-Universalist, Centre & Eliot Streets. Chris
Ricciotti, caller. $5. Contact Chris 522-1 I 15 or
Mike Cicone 891·3296.

THURSDAYS
NEW ENGLAND SQUARES & CONTRA DANCES,
VFW Hall, 688 Huron Ave., Cambridge. 8-11 PM.
Variety of callers and bands. Air Conditioned.
$5. Info: 272-0396 or (508) 229-2854.

FRIDAYS
NEW ENGLAND SQUARES & CONTRAS. Third
Friday at First Parish Church, 7 Harrington Rd.,
Lexington. 8 PM. Roaring Jelly & caller Susan Elberg
era $5. Throu&h lune. Info: 235-0713~ (508) 429·
3466.

..

FIRST SATURDAY CHALLENGING CONTRAS,
All Saints Episcopal Church, 17 Clark St. (corner
Common St.) , Belmont Centre. 8-11 PM. Calling by
lisa Greenleaf, and guests; music by Unstrung
Heroes. $5. Info: (508) 877·1168.

SUNDAYS
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE, Church of Our
Savior, 23 Monmouth St., Brookline, 6:30-8:30 PM.
Instruction, all welcome. $3. Info: 864·8945.
FAMILY DANCES, Ist and 3rd Sundays, Concord
Scout House, 74 Walden St., Concord. 2 - 4 PM,
Various Styles and Leaders (International, Contras,
Squares); music: Cal Howard and Friends; 4/person,
$15lfamily maximum. Suitable for ages 5 & up.
Refreshments. Info: 491·6083, 354-1340. $

-'

-----------~.~~·~·~~·
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Sunday July 8 • Thursday July 12

Tuesday August 13

English-Scottish Session at Pine
woods. Plymouth MA. Contact
Cary Browse 508-456-8160.

Open Mike led by Steve Boylan;
with Rick Mohr and the Cambridge
Open Danceband Society.

Tuesday July 9

Open Mike led by Steve Boylan;
with Rick Mohr and the Cambridge
Open Danceband Society.
6

CDS Boston News

•

Labor-Day Weekend at
Pinewoods. Plymouth MA.
Fri. August 31 - Sun. September 2.
Susan or Jack Janssen: 893-9839.

OUTSIDE THE BOSTON AREA
Please call the information number listed to confirm date, time and place.
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCING in NEW HASATURDAYS
VEN. Alternating Fridays starting 115, at Neighborhood
NEW ENGLAND CONTRA & SQUARE DANCE,
Music School, 100 Audubon St., New Haven, CT. 7:30First Saturdays, Berlin Town Hall, Corner of Rt. 62
10:30 PM. Christine Helwig, leader, assisted by An·
and Woodward. Sue Rosen, caller, and The Polymor
dreas Hayden; music by Marshall Barron, Grace Feldman,
phous String Band, 8 - I I PM, $5.
Margaret Ann Martin, & friends. $6. Info: (203) 776Info: (508) 481-4802, or (508) 393-7598.
6929.
MEDWAY SQUARES & CONTRAS. 2nd SaturWORCESTER CONTRA DANCES.
days, Christ Episcopal Church, 14 School Street,
First and Third Fridays at 8:00 P:M, through lune.
Medway, 8-1 I PM. $6. Info: (508) 533-1259 or
beginner's session at 7:30, First Unitarian Church, 90
(508) 429-1773.
Main St., Worcester. $5.. Info: (508) 755-7329
MYSTIC CONTRAS AND SQUARES, Second
Saturdays, Oddfellows Hall, Mystic, CT $6. Andy Derr,
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE. Third Fridays,
Oaklawn Grange. Cranston RI. Soft-soled shoes. 7:30(203) 437·8189.
10:30pm. $6. English Country Dances of Rhode Island:
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE. Third Sat, Grange
Anne Richardson Info: (40 I) 331·3239.
Hall. Pequot Trail, Stonington CT. 114 mile east on Rt.
f:NGLISH COUNTRY DANCE on Cape Cod. 2nd
234, exit 91 off Rt 1-95. Peggy Vermilya (leader);
& 4th Friday, year-round. Barnstable MA, Unitarian
Peter Corbridge, Marianna Pinchot Avery (music). SoftChurch. Live music by Eleanor Calvin. 7:30pm. $3.
soled shoes. 7:30-1 0:30pm. $6. English Country
Info: Francis & Marjorie Worrell 508-362-9570.
Dance of Greater Mystic: Peggy Be Peter Vermilya
CARLISLE DANCES-Squares, contras, & couple
(203) 535-3623.
dances. Second Fridays of the month at the Unitarian
Berlin Contra Dance. Third Saturdays May & June;
Church in Carlisle, MAt featuring O'Connor's Mob with
Berlin MA, Town Hall, Route 62. Saturday May 18,
Walter Lenk, caller.
Potluck 6:30; dance 8:00 June 15. Caller Tony Saletan, with Berlin Country
10:30 PM. Through lune. $5 Info: 547..7781 or
Orchestra. 8-llpm. Contact Joni Bergen 508-838

(508) 369-1232

2104.

Why is the Calendar sometimes out
ofdate?
Family-oriented Country Dance In Salem
Contra, Square, Traditional and International Dances FUN
& easy for all ages
May 24th, &J une 21st,J uly 19th, Aug. 30th, & Sept. 27th,
1996 from 8 till 11 pm
The First Universalist Society, 211 Bridge St., Salem, MA
$5.00/person with $15.00 maximum/family
Daryl Bennett @ Bennett Enterprises, (508) 744-3956
The general public is welcome to a family oriented country
dance at The First Universalist Society, 211 Bridge St., Salem,
MA

We always have to make a frustrating decision when it
comes time to put the calendar together: should we include
events that will take place in less than a month? The Calendar
takes about a week to put together, ifeverything goes well, and
sometimes two; in addition, bulk mail from Cambridge can
take anywhere from a coup Ie ofdays to three weeks to reach our
members -- that is, the ones that live in the areal
So, what we usually do is to include events that may well be
over by the time most members get the News, in the hopes that
for those few who get in promptly, the announcements will be
of some service. When we're tight on 'space, these items are
among the first to get pruned out to make room.
CDS Boston News
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Hands Four Spring Weekend.
May 17 - May 19, Troy NH. Info:
Hands Four Productions: (508) 670
9333 or BParkes@delphi.com.
Dance-A-Rama.
5/17-5/19
Lakeside, CT. WildAsparagus. (413)
772-6840, http://www.he.net!.". bmd
or wild.asparagus@POBox.com.
Gender-Free Contras and Squares
5/18, Amherst MA, Grace Episco
pal Church, 14 BoltwoodAve. Chris
Ricciotti, with Hilltown Fling.
8-11 pm. Info: (413) 772-2822 $5.
Memorial Day Dawn Dance
3pm - 7am May 26127, Brattleboro,
VI English Country 3-6pm Bar
bara Finney with Mary Lea, David
Canteini 6-Jacqueline Schwab; Con
traDance 8pm-7 am, Lisa Greenleaf
with TonalPanic? Susan Kevra with
Bill Tomczak Becky Tracy> 6- Keith
Murphy; Jan Dreischer with The
Future Geezers. Gibson-Aiken Cen

ter, $6/English, $ 12/Contra, $171
Both. Soft-soled shoes or sneakers
required. Info: (413) 256-1233
17 th Annual Sea Music Festival
June 7-9, Mystic Seaport, Ct. Satur
day night Country Dance; Concerts,
workshops, and Symposia on Sea
Chanteys and other music ofthe Sea.
Info: (203) 572-5315.
FirstWeekendatPinewoods June
14-16, Plymou th, Mass. Nat Hewitt
Dave Langford Beth Murray Bruce
Rosen Bill Smith Sarah Smith and

others. Info: (617) 876-5330.
Ninth Annual Fried-for-All. Friday
June 14 - Sunday June 16, Lenox
MA. Contact Judy Grunberg (518)
758-1645 or JBGrun@aoLcom.

8
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Fourth of July Dawn Dance
8pm, July 3rd, Gibson-Aiken Cen
ter, 207 Main St. Brattleboro, VT,
Contra Dance from 8pm to 7 am,
Mary DesRosiers with The Clayfoot
Strutters, David Millstone with
Grand Picnic. David Kaynor and
Friends; Soft-soled shoes or sneak
ers required. Gibson-Aiken Center,
$12, Info: Kevin (413) 256-1233
Pinewoods July 4th Weekend July
4-8, Plymouth, Mass. Info: Bar
bara, 630-9093, or Ray, 522-4598.
Nahant Victorian Day. Mid-July,
Nahant, MA. Mternoon picnic &
Victorian games, followed by
Evening Ball. Costumes encour
aged but not required. Waltzes,
Polkas, Quadrilles, Contras. Some
dances taught, possible workshop
beforehand; Info: 593-3038
The Catskills I rish Arts Week.
JulyI5-19, E.DurhamNY. Work
shops with Master Artists on: Set,
Ceili, and Practice dance; footwork;
ten different instruments; slow jams;
folk songs; Gaelic language and
storytelling; music history. Irish
Cultural and Sports Centre (800)
434-FEST. $175; accommodations
$200-400; per day $40.
Scottish Country Dance Workshop
-and Party. Saturday July 20 
Jamaica Plain MA, First Church of
Jamaica Plain, Unitarian-Universal
ist, Centre & Eliot Streets. Ron
Wallace, (from Santa Rosa CA)
caller; with a live band. 2-5pm
workshop; 5-7:30pm potluck; 7:30
11 pm party. Contact Chris 522
1115 or Janet 522-2216.
Family Week at Pinewoods. Satur
day July 27 -August 3 - Plymouth
MA. ContactCDSS413-584-9913.

Newport HolidayofVintage Dance:
August 5th to 11 th , Workshops, Balls,
tea dances featuring American So
cial Dances of the 19th century and
Ragtime Era. An unusual opportu
nity to dance in the ballrooms of
some ofthe most exclusive mansions
in Newport. Info: (617) 662-8344.
The AmherstAssembly: Origins and
Evolutions of the English Country
Dance. August 11-18. Amherst MA.
Amherst Early :\1usic (413) 222-3351.
Special English Country Dance
Colin Hume will be calling a dance
at the Cambridge YWCA on
Wednesday, August21, 7:30-10:30.
Musicians will include Peter Barnes.
Watch for a complete flyer!
American-Dance Week at Pin
ewoods. Saturday August 24 - Sat
urday August 31 - Plymouth MA.
Contact CDSS (413) 584-9913.
Labor-Day
Dawn
Dance.
Sunday 9/3 - Monday 9/4,
BrattleboroVI, Gibson-Aiken Cen
ter, 207 Main St. Four callers and
bands. English Country 3-6pm;
$6. Contras 8pm-7am; $12. Con
tact Kevin Collins 413-256-1233.

(f

Meet" t"he netlJ Board members!
At the Annual Meeting of CDS, Boston Centre, on March
24th, 1996, eleven people were installed as officers and mem
bers of the Board of Directors. The Nominating Committee
was very pleased to have been able to put forth such a fine slate
ofnominees this year, and is sure that they will serve the society
well. Here's a little background information on who they all
are:
Terry Gaffney (President Elect) started dancing at the CDS
English dance in 1984, after dancing in and helping to organize
a local contra dance series in Jamaica Plain. He became a
member of the English Committee in 1994, and organized the
recent Fried Herman weekend. He has been a member of the
CDS board for the past year, working on outreach issues. He
is a mathematics professor at Northeastern University.
Margaret Keller (Vice President) has a variety of dance
involvement, including English country over the past 20 years,
and is a regular on Wednesday evenings. She is a member of
Ha'penny and Merrie Mac morris teams, and the New Danc
ing Marleys, and has recen ely formed a rapper sword team. She
is Director of Major Gifts at WBUR.
Ralph Jones (Treasurer) has been a member of CDS and
NEFFA since he moved to Massachusetts in the mid-1970s.
He has been treasurer for NEFFA since 1989, and has been
acting treasurer for CDS-BC for quite some time. Ralph is
currently on the faculty at Boston University, in the Depart
ment ofAccounting. In addition to dancing regularly, he plays
for English, Scottish, contra, and occasionally folk dancing.
Bonnie Armstrong (Secretary) started dancing as a high
school student, in a performing square dance group, and has
been contra dancing ever since. She discovered English country
dancing five years ago, and is now a regular at the Wednesday
evening dance. She has been amemberofthe Board for the past
year.
Jean Krogh (Director) has been dancing for almost thirty
years, starting as an international dancer, now doing primarily
contras and English. She has been a member ofCDS, NEFFA,
and FAC for many years and is looking forward to supporting
CDS as a member of the Board of Directors. Jean was a social
worker and is now in career transition.
Chris Reynolds (Director) started dancing in 1984, when
she read an ad for the CDS contra dance in the paper. Primarily
acontra dancer since then, she also does some international and
English dancing. She is a regular attendee ofJuly4th Weekend.

and occasionally goes to First Weekend and Labor Day, and
met her husband at Pinewoods.
Tony Saletan (Director) has been a regular CDS dancer
since 1976, and a CDS dance caller, musician, and song leader
since 1978. He has served on the boards of several dance
organizations, including the CDS Board for the past 2 years.
Bill Schultz (Director) first became involved in traditional
song and music at Rutgers College. He became musician for
Muddy River Morris when he moved to Boston in 1981, and
in recent years has been a dancer with Commonwealth Morris
and the Marlboro Morris Men. Bill enjoys English and contra
dancing, and loves singing and playing traditional music, and
practices law in between.
Eph Weiss (Director) has been dancing for about 25 years,
and is active in contras, International, English, and Scandina
vian dances. Eph has served as a director of NEFF A, has been
a workshop leader or co-leader at NEFFA and NOMAD, and
currently teaches International folkdancing to seniors. His
current specialty is Scandinavian.
Nora Daoud (Director) started dancing in 1988, when she
discovered international folk dancing, and suddenly found
herself never seeing her old friends anymore. She joined CDS
about 6 years ago, and now dances English as well as con tinuing
with international dancing. She teaches French and is a tourist
guide for French-speaking groups visiting Boston.
Walter Locke (Director) has been English Country dancing
since being introduced to it in 1978 by Tom Kruskal and
Elizabeth (Horne) Locke. He was introduced to Revels and to
Pinewoods Camp about the same time by the same people. He
attends Pinewoods' Family Week most every year and can be
seen often in the chorus of the Christmas Revels. He likes to
attend the Wednesday dance in Cambridge, but hasn't done so
as often as he probably will now that he is a CDS Board
member.
Maureen Carey (Nominating Committee) organized a Fam
ily Dance series in 1993 at the Longfellow School in Cam
bridge, where every week 60+ people dance and follow with a
potluck. She has been on the Board and served a..') Secretary for
the past year. She works for a magazine, "Growing Without
Schooling," and is involved in the national movement ofhome
schooling programs.

-KarenMueller-Harder (retiring) Nominating Committee Chair
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Good News From The New England Dance Committee

Event leaders were the Mardi Gras Party and the Gender Free
Dance. Other popular dances were the First Open Mike ofthe
year, the Weiss/Boylan Duo, the Resnick/Cowan Duo and a
Tony Saletan dance.
4. Personnel Change. (+) A leaner and better coordinated
Committee.
Not counting Hall costs, we are in the black and better for
Tuesdays and First Saturdays; for Fifth Saturday we have a
surplus with the Hall paid!

Attendance at our Tuesday Dance has definitely picked up
since the lows of mid-winter that set offalarms. The mean for
March was 75% above the means for November, December
and January. In fact the mean for March was 20% above the
means for September and October, before the recent worries
began. This is about as high a mean as we have had in the past
five years and about 35% higher than the annual mean was
three, four and five years ago!
In other words, we are no worse off than we were three years
ago and for many years previous. Our annual mean this year (31)
is about what it was then and the recent trend is 35% higher.
But, doing better isn t enough. We still need yo u and others.
Don't forget your Contra Dance roots. Come to some of our
dances and tell your friends to try us out. And Thank You.

Where Do We Go From Here?

1

Why the Difference?
1. The weather! (-) We had several snowy or stormy
Tuesdays and others with the intimidating prospect ofsnow.
It was our snowiest winter in 100 years, after all.
2. Publicity. (+) a. More and better Flyers (more eye
catching color and design, more diverse, and more effective)
b. better distribution (wider, more frequent and more timely)
and c. More complete newspaper coverage.
3. Programming. (+) Special Events made a huge differ
ence. The mean for the top 5 events was 46, for the top 8, 42.
The Halloween Party on a Fifth Tuesday Open Mike night led
the list, The Klezmer Style Contra was second and the Ides of
.\1arch Second Tuesday Open Mike was third. Other Special

Board Notes

CDS Boston NeuJs

- Ann Cowan, Program & Publicity Chair, NEDC

(Continuedfrom page 2)

benefit dance at the YWCA. There was further discussion of
a proposed grievance and reconciliation policy.
17 April 1996 - President Jean Farrington welcomed new
Board members Nora Daoud, Margaret Keller (Vice Presi
dent), Jean Krogh, Walter Locke, Chris Reynolds, BillSchulrz,
and
Weiss. (See biographies on page 9.)
The Board voted unanimously to retain our current dues
structure, and to make an unrestricted gift of $250 in memory
ofTed Sannella to the Ralph Page Library at the University of
New Hampshire.
A bit of bad news was that the Tuesday-night contra dance
at the YWCA was lacking a consistent core group of dancers.
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I think we should stick to something like the same schedule
for next year, with lots more specials including repeats of the
ones we had this year. We'll add some workshops for musi
cians, callers, dancers and Committee people. Ideas are most
welcome. Call me at 354-0864.
Variety means we spread our netwider, but it also means we
may have less continuity and that's OK for now.
We invite you to join our Demo Team (no high skills
needed) to appear on several campuses this Fall with lots of
flyers and sign-up sheets. Volunteer dancers? Volunteer
leaders? We need you.
We especially encourage callers (and others) who will help
recruit dancers.
And, ofcourse we need more new callers, especially women,
and musicians and dancers and all the help we can get.

Although attendance had been comfortably large for special
events, attendance had often been discouragingly low, some
times only six to a dozen-and not all at the same moment!
Options being considered included eliminating the dance,
dancing only one or two nights per month, cutting costs by
more pick-up bands and open-mike nights, continuing
in a similar format for another year, and/or moving to another
hall.
Some good news was that the Concord Scout House, where
dances are usually successful, had offered First-Saturday eve
nings to CDS. Several possible uses for American and/or
English dancing were discussed, but decision was postponed
until May.

Labor Day Weekend at Pinewoods
Don't plan your summer without considering Labor Day
Weekend at Pinewoods, a truly relaxing way to spend a last
summer weekend at camp. Labor Day weekend differs from

David Titus,]im Guinness, Bruce Rosen (American music)
for the cost of: $ 148 per adult (discount for early registra
tion); fees decrease for different age groups of children.

many other camp weeks and weekends because the events for

For more information. contact Susan &JackJanssen at 617

the weekend are suggested and led by campers as well as regular
staff. Campers help create a schedule that evolves as the
weekend progresses, to produce an enjoyable mix ofdance and
music sessions, as well as crafts, songs, stories and many other
activities for adults and children.
Both staff and campers are encouraged to lead or play music
for one-hour workshops during the day. These workshops
have included English dances, contras and squares, couple
dances, dance band, informal jam sessions at all levels, and
morris or sword dancing. Other activities have included canoe
lessons, swimming across Long Pond, contras in the pond,
nature walks, yoga, rubber stamping, giant bubbles, folk
singing, madrigals and many others. If you have an idea for a
workshop you want to lead or a request for a workshop you'd
like one of the staff to lead, we'll do what we can to facilitate it.
A staff ofcallers and musicians is hired to play for the three
evening dances,which are a mix of English and American
dances. This year's staff includes a favorite English caller,
Barbara Finney, and three talented English musicians, Vince
O'Donnell, Ralph Jones, and Joyce Crouch, whose music is
certain to carry you away. Our American caller, Rick Mohr,
brings hi~ own warmth and sense of fun to the American
dances, and will be accompanied by three American musicians
David Titus, Jim Guinness and Bruce Rosen who are certain to
provide irresistibly lively music.
Mter being well received last year, Janet Scudder will join us
again this year as children's activity leader. Janet has extensive
experience as an art educator and storyteller and weaves both
these strengths together to provide fascinating workshops for
children.
Labor Day activities frequently include one evening theme
dress-up dance, an afternoon Mad Hatter's Tea Party where
creative haberdashery is encouraged, askitltalent show, volley
ball games before dinner, and evening parties after the dances.
Then ofcourse, there are the two wonderful ponds with all the
swimming and canoeing you could want, the spontaneous jam
sessions that happen allover camp, and if we're lucky, some
sunshine, a warm breeze, and clear skies for stargazing.
So please join us on: August 31 - September 3 (Saturday
afternoon to Tuesday morning)
with: Barbara Finney (English caller) and Rick Mohr
(American caller)
and: Vince O'Donnell, Ralph Jones, Joyce Crouch (English

893-9839 or bye-mail at either susanj@edc.org or
jackj@edc.org. Look for a flyer and application included in this
newsletter or at your local dances.
-Susan Janssen, Pinewoods Labor Day Committee

Community Spirit at CDS-Boston
The response to my call for CDS News volunteers has been
gratifying; not only do I now have a considerably expanded
staff, but also I have evidence that someone actually reads the
News! 1'd like to take this opportunity to welcome new staff
members: LyrlAhern, Ishmael Stefanov-Wagner, Liv T oftner,
and Eph Weiss. In addition, it seems like a good time to
mention the on-going efforts of Art Anger, Ann Cowan,
Arthur Ferguson, and Bob Pyron. Finally, an unnamed and
somewhat amorphous group of dancers who help fold and
address the News 4 times a year, usually drawn from the
Tuesday night dance contra dancers, but occasionally from
Wednesday's English dancers.
What do all these people do? Well, many of them do many
things, which is why I haven't assigned them job tides. Some
of them help prepare the calendar; some are writers, proof
readers, typists; some are involved with production.
Is there still room for more? You bet. Its difficult to get
ahead on prepared feature stories - it would be nice to always
have two pages worth of short, interesting articles on hand, to
fill gaps that occur as I typeset each issue of the News. Artists
and art editors would be useful
you may have noticed the
absence of striking graphic images in these pages. Some
reporters would be nice
1'd like to run articles about
interesting dances, especially CDS-sponsored dances. With
my wonderful new staff! hope to try some ofthese things in the
next issue of the News, but 1 still don't have enough people to
try to do all ofthem. So call and add your name to the volunteer
list!
To volunteer, either call me, Michael Bergman, at (617)
964-7684 or send email to:augment@>World.std.com.

music);
CDS Boston News
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CDS Boston Centre
Meetings
Meetings are open; all members are
welcome, but please call ahead to
confirm date, time, and place.
Board of Directors:
3,d Wednesday, except] uly, 6:00 PM,
YWCA,

Temple Sr., Cambridge

New England Dance Commi ttee:
1st Tuesday, 6:00 PM 497-6732

English Dance Committee:

Communicating with
the Board
If you are planning an event or have
some other matter that requires con
sideration by the CDS Board, please
send a one or two-page summary to:
Jean Farrington
24 Frost Street
Cambridge, MA 02140
by one of the following dates for
consideration at the subsequent meeting:

Various dates and places, 7:00 PM.

June 9 h, August 11th, Sept 8th •
t

Call (508) 875-0382 for specifics.

Deadlines for Autumn issue:
(covering

1996

December 1996):

Editorial and calendar: August 1st; Inserts (pre-approved): August 10 th
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News Needed
If you are planning a future event, or
attended a notable past event, that you
would like to tell all your fellow mem
bers about, we would like to hear from
you.
Send articles, announcements, re
quests, or inquiries to:
Art Anger
MIT PO Box 397227
Cambridge, MA 02139-7227
E-mail: Anger@MIT.EDU
Phone Art Anger, 899-8702 (h) or
253-7044 (0) to discuss assisting, or for
delivery instructions.

CDS

Autumn 1996

Boston
News

Editor: Michael Bergman
~

Deadline for Winter Newsletter:
November 1st, 1996. Details, back page.

From the President
August is traditionally the month to relax, to take
a vacation, and generally to slow down a bit in prepa
ration for a surge of activity in September. Although
my own work schedule doe~n't slow in the summer (in
fact, it tends ro speed up), my brain remains convinced
that the year really begins after Labor Day and ends
sometime in June. In recognition of a fine tradition,
the CDS Board usually doesn't meet in August. This
year, however, Board members and other volunteers,
far from taking a holiday, have been working hard to
develop some exciting new programs for our next dance
season.
In response to a report from the Board's Task Force
on the New England Dance Program, significant
changes have been made to that program. CDS is col
laborating with several well-known area dance leaders
ro produce weekly dances. We're excited by the pros
pect of working with them to explore new directions
in traditional dance. Never fear, we are not abandon
ing the popular open mike evenings, which offer spe
cial opportunities for new callers and musicians.
Last spring, the Concord Scout house let CDS-BC
know that the building would be available this year
for some First Saturday events. We signed up for four
such dates, in November, January, March and May. As
of this writing, the New England Dance Committee
has plans afoot for November; our holiday parry will
Contillued Oil page 3

Meet the New Tuesday Dance
"It's a long way from Monday to Thursday," said
our contra-dancing friend, wishing there were a "great"
contra dance in the Boston area between the Monday
dance at the Scout House and the Thursday dance at
the VFW Well, friend-come September-your wish
should be granted!
A thoroughly overhauled CDS contra-dance series
will start Tuesday, September 10th, at the Church of
the Good Shepherd near Watertown Square. This se
ries will feature popular callers Cammy Kaynor, Chris
Ricciotti, and Linda Leslie, plus the ongoing Second
Tuesday Open Mikes, now coordinated by Larry

Jennings.
Linda, Chris, and Cammy will each have full re
sponsibility for choosing their bands and format, and
setting the tone of their dances. Each of the caller
producers will do most of the calling on their respec
tive evenings, but may share the stage from time to
time with others.
All dancers--newcomers, long-time dancers, and
everyone in between-are welcome.
Cammy's lively dances will be on the first Tuesday
of each momh. Second Tuesdays will feature the Open
Mike, where newer callers and musicians, mentored
2

Continued from page 1

by experienced callers, will get people's feet moving.
Third Tuesdays will have Chris's exciting gender-free
dances, and then Linda will energize the hall on fourth
Tuesdays.
Cammy Kaynor has been calling in Western Mas
sachusetts and the Boston area for almost twenty years
and has organized a band, Pourgone Conclusions; he
welcomes other musicians to sit in with his regular
band. Cammy hopes his dances will feel welcoming
both to newcomers and to more experienced dancers.
He has an ability to call to all levels at once and spe
cializes in making difficult dances easier for newcom
ers. A typical evening may be built on sets of four
dances-three contras and a couple dance-with a mix
of fairly easy dances, traditional contras, and modern,
difficult dances. At the break, Cammy likes to teach
at least one couple dance. He encourages an atmo
sphere of fun and intormality and sees the dance as a
participatory experience where cailer, dancers, and
musicians all work toward a single final product: a great
evening. Cammy is enthusiastic about this new series
and looks forward to helping to make it a success.

Larry Jennings has been calling and organizing con
tra dances for well over two decades and has written a
is committed both to devel
book on zesty contras.
oping new callers and to putting on a rewarding
evening for dancers. He will be enlisting some experi
enced assistants to help coach those who bring their
talents to the mike and will often be steering their
choices of dances for the best overall program. If you
have ever mused seriously about trying to call a dance,
step up and tell Larry what you would like to do. If
you're content to let others do the calling, come and
help us spot the next stars!
The Cambridge Open Danceband Socie~y (water
town Branch) will continue to offer their "big-band
sound" that has drawn many musicians and dancers
in recent years.
Chris Ricciotti has been call i ng dances since 1979;
he started calling in
Clubs and now calls allover
New England and the U.S. Besides contra,> and squares,
Chris also enjoys international, English, and Scottish
dancing. He is very active in the gender-frcl' ,iance com
munity and is helping to organize a growing network
of local gender-free dances across the nation, includ
ing community and family dances. Gender-free danc
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ing lends itself easily to family dances as well as to adult
dances; it is a fun way to learn both parts of the dance
and a great way for kids and adults to dance together.
Chris is skilled at calling to the level of experience in
the room. He writes many dances himself, using fig
ures that allow experienced dancers to have fun while
not losing newcomers. He is very much looking for
ward to producing and calling gender-free dance eve
nings in (his new Tuesday series, and welcomes new
comers, families, and highly experienced dancers. Chris
plans to bring in a variety of musicians and will occa
sionally cede the mike to other callers who would like
to try their hand at gender-free calling.
Linda Leslie has been calling all over New England
for the past six years, at regular dances, special events,
and festivals. She is enthusiastically anticipating the
new monthly Tuesday dance series. She welcomes the
challenge of balancing the concerns of the experienced
local dance community with the needs of the new danc
ers she expects to welcome into the Tuesday series. She
feels that a ratio of about three experienced dancers
for each newcomer will best ensure a good time for all.
Linda is proud to announce that her band will include
Kerry Elkin on fiddle and Ruth Richards on keyboard.
Her goal for the dances is to provide an experience
that encourages an appreciation for our rich musical
heritage and the artistry of our musicians. Linda has
"loved every minute" of dancing and calling over the
past ten years and looks forward to sharing this love
and enthusiasm with both experienced and new danc
ers alike.
Our new hall for this series is ventilated by rows of
windows on opposite sides, has a tile-on-wood Hoor,
and is acoustically and optically bright. It is at the
Church of the Good Shepherd. Episcopal, at the cor
ner of Russell Avenue and Mount Auburn Street-the
fourth bus stop east of Watertown Square.
lreat yourself to some good times with some good
callers in a good hall, every Tuesday between 7:30 and
lO:30pm. Join the fun, starting on September 10th!

-Ann B. Cowan
Special-El)ents Coordinator, 354-0864
Mike Bergman was on vacation during [he time
the newsletter had to be produced for publication. Art
Anger edited the articles as llsual. Liv'Toftner prepared
items for the Calendar, and Lyrl Ahern did the layout.
Mike returned in time to proof-read.

Watch for Our Special Contra Events!
We are planning some parties for you this fall.
They'll be on Fifth Tuesdays, First Saturdays, and Fifth
Saturdays. Some details are still in the planning stages,
but I'm sure you'll enjoy them, so put these dates on
your calendar~
October 29th, a Efth Tuesday at the Church of the
Good Shepherd, will be (you guessed it) a gala
Hallowe' en Party with the works: caller Dan Pearl, re
freshments, decorations,
some friends in costume.
(Costumes are encouraged, but not required.)
On November 2nd, a few days
we'll have
Hallowe' en II-a Hallowe' en-style Klezmer contra
(How's
for a mixed metaphor?), at (he Concord
Scout House. We love you all: beginners and non-be
come have a
time with an enthusiastic
band coordinated by John Chambers and an energetic
caller. This will be a contra dance with "regular contras"

to Klezmer-sryle music-a little unusual, but also a
lot offun. (Mixing styles often yields new excitement.)
Klezmer is influenced by Gypsy music and has a some
what jazzy feel; let's do this one together!
OUf next gala, on November 30th-a Efth Satur
day, is a Warmup For Winter dance, also at the Scout
House, with hot, creative caller Susan Elberger and
the hottest band we can find.

Finally, watch for a special Surprise Event on New
Year's
a fifth Tuesday.
New and constructive ideas related to dance events
are always welcome. Please contact me if you have sug
with any
gestions or additions, or would like to
of these events.

-Ann B. Cowan
Special-Events Coordinator, 354-0864

Holiday Party
It's not too early to plan ahead and mark your cal
endar for the end-of-year CDS Boston Centre Holi
day Party.
This year's festivities are planned for Sarurclay
night, January 4, 1997 at the Scout House in Con
cord, ~1A. The program will feature both American
and
country dancing and, of course, the now
legendary elegant dessert
See the enclosed flyer for all the details~

PreJident:, column, Cfmtinued from page 1

take place in Concord on January 4,1997; and we are
evaluating projects
March and May. Given
suc
cess of last year's English dance weekend and work
shop, a second one, in ~hy, 1997, is a real possibility.
all this means is that CDS-Be members have
reasons to took
to a great year of
beginning, as usuaL
after Lahot D3.Y. Please
note our Opening Days on your calendar and plan to
spend lots
time on the dance floor this season.
-- jfarl Farrington

Notes ofthe Board
19 June 1996
The Lease Negotiating Committee presented a draft
letter to the YWCA, listing our concerns with past op
eration, particularly the dirty condition of Hannum
Hall
use by other groups,
loud drumming
overlapping with our dances, the deteriorating
condition of the Hoor,
problems with ventilation.
Terry Gaffney presented the report of the New
England-Dance Task Force. They concluded that, in
spite of a good program, the core group of frequent
attendees was so small that
fraction of beginners
was often uncomfortably high. The Board approved
their recommendations to commission three experi
program, to
enced people to produce subseries of
bring new ideas, energy,
friends into it, and also
to
for another suitable location for the dances,
near public transportation. Terry promised to recruit
assistance in implementing these changes.
The
Committee proposed to continue with
the same band arrangements and the previously sched
in a similarly structured
uled roration of calling
dances~ the Board
season
(~ntinucd Oil pagl'
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1996 AUTUMN DANCE CALENDAR
For the latest information on events in the Boston area, call the CDS office, 354-1340.
A recorded announcement will bring you up to date.
~
Except where noted, all telephone numbers are in Area Code (617).

CDS Regular Events
CDS CONCORD SPECIALS
8-11 PM, Concord Scout House, 74 Walden

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE
st.

First Saturdays in November, January,
March, May: See Calendar.
Fifth Saturdays in December, March:
Contras with special guests. See Calendar.
$6 regular; $5 CDS Members; $3 students
and seniors.
Contact CDS 354-1340.

CDS TUESDAY CONTRAS AND
SQUARES
Tuesdays 7:30-10:30 PM, Church of H'le
Good Shepherd near Watertown Sq,
First Tuesdays: Cammy Kaynor and band.
Second Tuesdays: Open Mike coordinated
by Larry Jennings, with Cambridge Open
Danceband Society led by Rick Mohr and
Bruce Rosen.
Third Tuesdays: Chris Ricciotti and band.
Fourth Tuesdays: Linda Leslie and band.
Fifth Tuesdays: Special guests;
$6 regular; $5 CDS Members; $3 students
and seniors.
Contact CDS 354-1340 or Ann Cowan
354-0864.

Wednesdays, 7:30-10:30 PM, Cambridge
YWCA, 7 Temple Street.
Leaders: Helene Cornelius, George Fogg,
Emily Ferguson, Barbara Finney, Rich
Jackson, Robin Rogers-Browne.
Musicians: "Bare Necessities" (Peter
Barnes, Earl Gaddis, Mary Lea,
Jacqueline Schwab) and others.
"Party format" dance on last Wednesday
each month.
$6 regular; $5 CDS Members; $2.50 stu
dents with current 10.
Contact CDS 354-1340 or Arthur Ferguson
(508) 875-0382.

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE
FOR EXPERIENCED DANCERS
First Fridays, 8:15-11 PM, Church of Our
Saviour, Carleton & Monmouth Streets,
Brookline.
For dancers thoroughly familiar with basic
English Country Dance figu res. All
dances will be taught.
Leaders: See Calendar.
$5 admission. Contact CDS 354-1340 or
Arthur Ferguson (508) 875-0382.
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SPECIAL EVENTS
Sunday September 1 to Monday September 2
LABOR DAY DAWN DANCE
Brattleboro, VT, Gibson-Aiken Center, 207 Main St.
Four callers and bands. English Country 3-6 pm; $6,
Contras 8 pm-7 am; $12.
Info: Kevin Collins (413) 256-1233.
Friday September 20 to Sunday September 22
8th ANNUAL LCFD GENDER-FREE DANCE CAMP,
Becket, MA
Contras and squares, Linda Leslie
Latin partner dancing, Liz Nania
English country dancing, Michael Cicone
International dancing, Louise Brille
Contra dance workshop, Chris Ricciotti
Band: Jody Kruska/, Michael Gavin, Mary Cay Brass
Info: Robin Nollet at (508) 544-8447
(8 a.m. to 8 p.m.only) or LCFD at (800) LCFD-123,
code 123 (anytime)
Sunday October 20
ADVANCED ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE
Munson Library, South Amherst, MA
Challenging dances for experienced dancers with
Gene Murrow. 2- 5 pm.
Info: (413) 549-8159.
Saturday 25 January 1997
PLEASURES OF PROVIDENCE English Country Ball.
Alumni Hall, Moses Brown School, Providence, RI.
Barbara Finney, Mistress of Ceremonies. Music by
Bare Necessities, and Peter Corbridge for the
afternoon dance review. Potluck. Advance registration
by 12/31. $31 per person. (After 1/1, $33 per person.)
Info: Peggy Vermilya, 129 Lawrence St, New Haven,
CT (203) 782-1646 or (860) 535-3623.

August 31 to September 3
Labor Day Weekend at
Pinewoods Camp.
Tuesday September 10
Opening Contra-Dance Party.
Wednesday September 11
English Country Dance.
Tuesday Septem ber 17
Contra with ChrisRicciotti.

Wednesday September 18
English Country Dance.
Tuesday September 24
Contra with Linda Leslie.
Wednesday September 25
English Dance Party.
Tuesday October 1
Contra with Cammy Kaynor.

Wednesday October 2
English Country Dance.
Friday October 4
English Country Dance
(experienced) with
Helene Cornelius and
Jacqueline Schwab.
Tuesday October 8
Open Mike led by Larry
Jennings with Rick Mohr and
the Cambridge Open
Danceband Society.
Wednesday October 9
English Country Dance.
Tuesday October 15
Contra with Chris Ricciotti.
Wednesday October 16
English Country Dance.
Saturday October 19
Fourth Annual Fall Favorites
English County Dance Party
Tuesday October 22
Contra with Linda Leslie
Wednesday October 23
English Country Dance.
Tuesday October 29
Hallowe'en Contra with
Dan Pearl.
Wednesday October 30
English Dance Party.
Saturday November 2
Concord Special Contra.
Tuesday November 5
Contra with Cammy Kaynor.
Wednesday November 6
English Country Dance.
Friday November 8
English Country Dance
(experienced) with Emily
Ferguson and Robin Kynoch,
Beth Murray, and friend.
Tuesday November 12
Open Mike led by Larry
Jennings with Rick Mohr

OTHER BOSTON AREA DANCES
These regularly scheduled dances appear in the CDS Boston News when space is available.

MONDAYS

SATURDAYS

CONTRA DANCE, Concord Scout House,
74 Walden St., Concord. 7:30-10:30 PM.
Yankee Ingenuity, & caller Tony Parkes.
$6. Info: (508) 667-7459 or 272-0396.
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE
Cambridge YWCA, 7 Temple St. 7:45-10 PM.
Instruction, all welcome.
$5. Info: 492-8180.

FIRST SATURDAY CHALLENGING
CONTRAS, All Saints Episcopal Church, 17
Clark St. (corner Common St.) , Belmont
Centre. 8-11 PM. Calling by Lisa Greenleaf,
and guests; music by Unstrung Heroes. Soft
soled shoes.
$5. Info: (508) 877-1168.NEW ENGLAND
SQUARES & CONTRAS, Concord Scout
House, 74 Walden St., Concord. 8-11 PM.
Alternating weekly schedule (except first
Saturdays) featuring callers Beth Parkes
(508) 667-7459, Walter Lenk 547-7781 &
others Live music by a variety of bands. $5.

TUESDAYS
GENDER-FREE COUNTRY DANCE SERIES
2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7:30 - 10:00PM.
Jamaica Plain MA, First Church of Jamaica
Plain, Unitarian-Universalist, Centre & Eliot
Streets. Rob Bodson, Michael Cicone,
Chris Ricciotti, callers.
$5. Contact Ch ris 522-1115 or Mike Cicone
891-3296.

THURSDAYS
NEW ENGLAND SQUARES & CONTRA
DANCES, VFW Hall, 688 Huron Ave., Cam
bridge. 8-11 PM. Variety of callers and bands.
Air Conditioned.
$5. Info: 272-0396 or (508) 229-2854.

FRIDAYS
NEW ENGLAND SQUARES & CONTRAS.
Third Friday at First Parish Church, 7 Harring
ton Rd., Lexington. 8 PM. Roaring Jelly &
caller Susan Elberger. Through June.
$5. Info: 235-0713, (508) 429-3466.

-
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SUNDAYS
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE, Church of
Our Savior, 23 Monmouth St., Brookline6:30
8:30 PM. Instruction, all welcome.
$3. Info: 864-8945.
FAMI LY DANCES, 1st and 3rd Sundays,
except December 17; Concord Scout House,
74 Walden St., Concord. 2 - 4 PMVarious
Styles and Leaders (International,Contras,
Squares); music: Cal Howard and Friends.
Info: 491-6083, 354-1340. $4/person, $151
family maximum. Suitable for ages 5 & up.
RAGTIME TEA DANCES, 1st Sunday After
noons, October - May, Masonic Hall, 1950
Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge. Call for
times. Various couple dances popular from
1890 - 1916, including Waltz, Polka,
Schottische, One Step, Tango, Foxtrot. Vari
ous musicians. Beginning and intermediate
workshops.
$9 including workshop Info: 964-7684.

OUTSIDE THE BOSTON AREA
Please call to confirm time, date, and location before attending these dances!

CAPE COD ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE
2nd & 4th Fridays (year-round) Unitarian
Universalist Church. Barnstable MA.
Music by Eleanor Calvin. 7:30 pm. $3.
Info: Francis & Marj. Worrell (508) 362-9570
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ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE OF MYSTIC,
3rd Saturdays, September-June, Grange or
Community Center. Peggy Vermilya (leader);
with Peter Corbridge, Marianna Pinchot Ave!}'.
7:30-10:30 pm. $6.
Info: Peggy & Peter Vermilya (203) 535-3623

Board Notes, continued from page 3

CDS accepted the Concord Scout House's offer of
four Fi rst Saturday evenings in the '96-97 season. The

Reynolds was assisting with hall search, and Mike
Bergman was helping with publicity. Bob Pyron had
resigned from the committee, due to increased
workload and health problems. The program they
proposed, and the Board accepted, will include 39
Tuesday evenings organized by the successive weeks
of each month [as described elsewhere in this issue]
plus two Fifth Saturdays in Concord. The open mikes

Novem ber date was des ignated for a contra dance. The

and special events will continue on the same financial

May date was reserved to
part of a weekend similar
to the Fried Hermann weekend this year. Anyonewith
ideas for use ofthe January or March dates should bring
a proposal to the Board.

terms as in the current year, but three events each
month will be led in rotation by producers who will
be paid only from the evening's receipts. CDS will
provide basic support, which will start being repaid
only after receipts exceed a substantial threshhold. The
admission fee will increase to $6, with $ 5 for mem
bers, and $3 for students and seniors.

17 July 1996
The Fourth of July Pinewoods event returned an
unexpected surplus of around $5000.

A letter was sent to the YWCA director, with whom
the CDS/RSCDS Rental Committee planned to meet,
noting the mutual value to our organizations of the
relationship, but also pointing out physical, manage
rial, and financial problems with current operation.
At the same time, a possible new location is being
sought tor the contra-dance program; at least four mher
halls were known to be available, with others yet to be
studied.
Chris Wralker will return to call a First Friday En
glish dance during the next year.
To resuucture the New-England Dance program,
an Implementation Committee had been formed from
Art Anger, Ann Cowan, Terry Gaffney, Mary Rezetka,
Jean Krogh, Walter Locke, and Tamara Golden; Chris

and the Cambridge Open
Danceband Society.
Wednesday Novem ber 13
English Country Dance.
Tuesday Novem ber 19
Contra with Chris Ricciotti.
Wed nesday Novem ber 20
English Country Dance.
Tuesday Novem ber 26
Contra with Linda Leslie.
Wednesday November 27
English Dance Party.
Saturday November 30
Concord Contra with Susan
Elberger.

A budget was accepted as a guide for financial
decisions in Fiscal Year 1996-97. In most areas, it
estimates next year's experience to repeat this year's.
Even with an investment return rate next year of only
5% , we should have enough unrestricted income to
cover projected operating loss (which remains subject
to a hall search and open connact negotiations).
A questionnaire on members' interests in dancing
and CDS will be prepared to accompany the August
renewal forms.

Bare Necessities' new compact disc, "Night Cap,"
was announced as being on sale in select locations.

Tuesday December 3
Contra with Cammy Kaynor.

Tuesday Decem ber 17
Contra with Chris Ricciotti.

Wednesday December 4
English Country Dance.

Wednesday December 18
English Country Dance.

Friday December 6
English Country Dance
(experienced) with Rich
Jackson with Doug Creighton
and Joyce Crouch.

Wednesday December 26
English Dance Party.
Saturday December 29
Year-End Concord Contra.

Tuesday December 10
Open Mike led by Larry
Jennings with Rick Mohr
and the Cambridge Open
Danceband Society.
Wednesday December 11
English Country Dance.
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CDS Boston Centre
Meetings
Meetings are open; all members are
welcome, but please call ahead to
confirm date, time, and place.
Board of Directors:
3 .i Wednesday, except July, 6:00 PM,
YWCA, 7 Temple St., Cambridge
f

New England Dance Committee:
Monthly, 354-0864

English Dance Committee:

dllUdJ UOlSOg

Communicating with
the Board
If you are planning an event or have
some other matter that requires con
sideration by the CDS Board, please
send a one or two-page summary to:
Jean Farrington
24 Frost Street
Cambridge, MA 02140

by one of the following dates for
consideration at the subsequent meeting:

Various dates and places, 7:00 P:\1.

Call (508) 875-0382 for specifics.

Sept. 10'\ October 8th , Nov. 5th •

Deadlines f(,)f Winter issue: (covering January 19%
1996):
Edi torial and calendar: December 1<t; Inserts (pre-approved): December lorh
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News Needed
If you are planning a future event, or
attended a notable past event, that you
would like to tell all your fellow mem
bers abollt, we would like to hear from
you.
Send articles, announcements, re
quests, or inquiries to:
Art Anger
MIT PO Box 397227
Cambridge, ~1A 02139-7227

E-mail: Anger(i{)~lIT.EDU
Phone Art Anger, 899-8702 (h) or
253-7044 (0) to discuss assisting, or f()f
delivery instructions.

