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Camper Information Packet
Pinewoods Labor Day 2006

Welcome!

This packet contains all of the preliminary information you’ll need before arriving at camp.

Parents of children under 18:  A parental responsibility form is included.  Please print out one copy for
EACH child, complete it, and return it to me before camp or bring it with you when you arrive.  They
must be printed as hard copies, since we need a signature on each one.  Children will not be allowed in
without these completed forms.

Supervise your kids: It’s Pinewoods policy, it’s a safety issue, and it’s considerate of other campers,
both adults and other kids. During organized activity times, kids should either be in an activity or
supervised elsewhere. During free time, kids should be supervised by some adult who is actually in ear-
and eye-shot. Unsupervised kids running around camp will be seized and sentenced to sweep C# with a
toothbrush.

Contact info:  If any members of your group have a different address from that of the contact person,
please send that to me so that the correct address appears in the camper list, to be distributed in the packet
you’ll receive at camp. The camper list includes names, addresses, home phone numbers, and e-mail
addresses. If you want some of your information omitted from the list, let me know ASAP. We don’t
deliberately give the list to anyone other than campers and organizers, but we can’t control how campers
use the information.

Directions are included, including info on public transportation. Camp staff and crew are not available to
pick you up, so please make your own arrangements to get all the way to camp.

Food:  If you noted special dietary concerns (not including vegetarians), please read the included copy of
Pinewoods Camp’s statement on special diets.

Camp Store contains snack food, nothing really nutritious, and it’s only open a few times per day. It also
sells a few sundries. The nearest store is 15–20 minutes away, so try to bring everything you’ll need.

Dance theme:  The theme for the Sunday night dance this year is Fashion Fiasco Fete. Costumes can
enhance the evening for both the wearers and others, but it’s all optional.  This is the time to bring all the
awful, mismatching clothing you’ve stored in the back of your closet due to embarrassment over wearing
it.  Don’t be embarrassed!  Flaunt it!  Clothing is required, however.

Skit night is on Sunday night at the after-dance party.  It’s an occasion to demonstrate your penchant for
drama, artistry, or just plain silliness for your fellow campers. Serious talent is also allowed. 

Arrival: Camp opens at 3:00 p.m. Saturday. Do not arrive early unless you have a specific job that we’ve
arranged ahead of time. If you’ve never been to Pinewoods before, plan to arrive before dark. Supper is
at 6:00 p.m. If you’ll arrive substantially after that, feed yourselves before you arrive – we can’t save
dinner for you. If you know now that you will arrive late, please tell me.

Parking is limited, and the spaces are small. Please carpool if possible, and limit yourselves to one car
per family unit. You can drive to the closest point to your cabin to unload and load, but you’ll still have to
carry your stuff some distance to your cabin, and you must park in an assigned spot for the weekend. You
can’t drive around camp. You gotta walk. It’s good for you.

Departure: Camp closes at 10:00 a.m. Tuesday morning. You should be driving out of camp before that
time, unless we’ve specifically arranged for you to do an after-camp job. If you’re late leaving, you will
become a crew slave, cleaning toilets.
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Stuff to bring:

• You must bring your own bedding — sleeping bags, sheets, blankets, pillow cases — and your
own towels. All beds are singles, though they can be pushed together easily. Foam pillows are
provided, though not everyone likes them, so bring your own pillow if you’re picky.

• Warm stuff — bedding and clothing. It can get cool by Labor Day.

• Plenty of towels for after swimming — if the humidity is high, things don’t dry out quickly.
Helpful hint: Pack your towels in zip-lock bags to keep them isolated from the humidity.

• At least one flashlight per person that you can carry easily. Camp is quite dark at night, and the
trees move themselves just to throw you off. Mini Mag Lites are great for this purpose.

• It might rain. Plan accordingly. Umbrellas don’t work well on the paths.

• Shoes for dancing that are different from your walk-around-camp shoes, to help preserve the floor.
Barefoot dancing is NOT allowed — the splinters can be really nasty.

• Special food if you have special needs. Refrigerators are available in Pinecones, the Camphouse,
and Hunsdon House. You may not store stuff in the kitchen.

• Medications, especially bee sting antidote if you need it.

Do Not Bring: Pets, guests, valuables, firearms. Also, no heat-producing appliances (but contact lens
cookers are OK). There are a very few designated places to use a hair dryer, but none of them are in
cabins, so plan your hair style accordingly. If you must use a hair dryer or other high-wattage electrical
appliance, ask the camp manager first where you can do so.

Telephones: There are two public phone booths adjacent to the Camphouse. One of them has a phone
jack for computer modem connections, but the qualify of the line is poor, so don’t count on getting much
done. You’ll need a phone credit card or something similar for calls beyond Plymouth.

Office equipment in the camp office is for Pinewoods resident staff only. Arrangements can be made for
limited numbers of photocopies, but don’t expect walk-in service.

Messages: People can leave messages for campers by calling 508-224-4858. Messages are checked a few
times per day, and posted by the telephones.

Emergency contact: For true emergencies, not just informational messages, people calling you can leave
a message at the camp manager’s office: 508-224-4858. If you suspect you may need to be reached for an
emergency, it’s best to carry your own cell phone, set to vibrate.

Cellular phones can be used as long as nobody else can hear you. Please be considerate of other campers
who come to get away from all of that.

Laundry: There are no laundry facilities for campers. The nearest laundromat is 15–20 minutes away.

Whew! That’s everything I can think of for now. If you have questions, try sending me e-mail first, or call
if you need to.

— Paul Sawyer, co-chair
sawyerp@acm.org

79 Woobly Rd.
Bolton  MA  01740
978-779-6871



Driving Directions To Pinewoods Camp
Parking is limited at Pinewoods.  Please carpool if possible. Also, in consideration of our
neighbors, please use the Halfway Pond Rd. approach to camp rather than the route past the boat
ramp. The last part of the highway routes are the same ones that lead to Cape Cod. Weekend
traffic is heavy.  Allow extra time.

FROM NEW YORK
(4-5 Hours)

Take I-95 North to I-195 at Providence. Go East on I-195 to Exit 22A, Rt. 25 East.
Go East on Route 25 toward Cape Cod to Exit 1: Onset/Wareham.  Bear Right at the top of the ramp.
Follow Rtes. 6&28 East for 2.6 mi.  Just before the 7-11 convenience store (on your left), take a Left  onto Head
of the Bay Road; go 2.2 miles. Turn Left  onto Plymouth Lane (becomes Bourne Rd after 1 mi.); go 6 mi. to
end of road.
Turn Left  onto Halfway Pond Rd. Take next Right onto West Long Pond Rd (a wide dirt road); go 1/2 mi. to
Cornish Field Road (a narrow dirt road) on right (look for a group of mail boxes on the left and a small
Pinewoods sign on a tree on the right).  Turn Right onto Cornish Field Rd, continue 0.3 mi into camp.

FROM WEST OF BOSTON

(1 1/2 hours from Mass Pike intersection with I-495)

Take the Mass Pike (I-90) to I-495. Go South on I-495. Take Exit 6 to Route 44 East.
Follow Route 44 as it twists and turns until you get into Plymouth.
When you get to Route 3, follow the directions for FROM BOSTON, going further south on Route 3.

FROM BOSTON
(1 1/2 hours, more in heavy traffic)

Take Route 3 South to Exit 3: Clark Road, Long Pond (7.3 mi. south of Rte. 44 and Plymouth exit)
Turn Right at end of ramp onto Clark Rd.;  continue 0.2 mi to stop sign.
Turn Left  onto Long Pond Rd; go 1.7 mi. to Halfway Pond Road.

Turn Right onto Halfway Pond Rd., go 0.8 mi. (past small white church on left).
Take next Right onto West Long Pond Rd. (a wide dirt road); go 0.5 mi. to Cornish Field Rd. Look for a
group of mail boxes on the left and a small Pinewoods  sign high up on a tree on the right.
Turn Right onto Cornish Field Rd., a narrow dirt road, continue 0.3 mi. into camp.

If you arrive between 3:00 and 6:30 on the arrival afternoon, you will be met at the entrance by a greeting crew.
If you arrive later, there will be posted directions at the camp entrance.
The last part of the route is narrow, rutted, winding, bumpy, and hidden from the world.

If you have not been to Pinewoods before, plan to arrive before dark.


